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firml y\ perfuaded 


-ERTISEMENT 


R. 


ve the Diffents 


ing caufe, i is the caufe of truth, of liberty, 


and, in an eminent degree, of 


real religion, I 


cannot but be folicitous, that the noble princi- 


ples upon which i it is founded, may be univerfally | 


differinate. 


“Many esol pieces have been written on 


this fubjedt, but perhaps none, for its fize, con- 
tains a great variety of matter than this Pha of 


De Laune’s, | 


‘About fo 


r months ago, this 


valuable book 
was 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


was recommended to me by a friend. I read it 


over,jand while I admired the convincing manner 


In which it was written, my bofom burned with . 


eencrous indignation | acaintt that \'* inhuman 


church polity,” to which fo pious, learned, and 


amiabfe a man fell a facrifice, 


ir hg friend who lent me the book, ftrongly 


urged | the re- publication of it.—I at firft hefitated 


_ upon the matter; but fon after, happening in 


compa aby with a very judicious minifler, a remark 


he mage encouraged me to proceed.——“ De 


Launc’s Plea,” faid he, an excellent piece, and 


excellence confifts in its being a ftate of 


was not, however, ‘finally determined, 


until te return of a friend:from London, who 


had enghired for it at near forty book fellers, with. 


out beng able to procure a ingle copy. 


Th ¢ ef ition from which this is printed, is that 


of 1733» which 1s faid in the title, to be * printed 


from the priginal copy, and corrected from many 


‘faults 
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faults i in former :4 but even this edi- 


tion is ‘lef correét than many books printed at. 


that time. 


Several alterations therefore have been madé.— 


A few fentences, for the fake of perfpicuity, have 


been tranfpofed. —Several words which appeared 


redundant, have been omitted. —And where the 


ellipfes apprared harhh, they have been generally 


_ fupplied.—S$o that upon the whole, though many 


imperfectior S 


may be difcovered i in this edition, it 


is hoped nane fo correct has. yet been offered to 


the public: but of this matter, thofe perfons will 


be able to form the beft judgment, who will take | 


. the trouble to compare this edition with any one 


| preceding. ‘Indeed, fhould not this be the cafe, 


fome farouil allowance it) is hoped will be 


“made, when | 
tion has been 
in thofe leifur 


allowed 


Lhe public are infurmed that this edi- 


prepared for their infpection, chiefly 
e hours which the editor’s bufinefs 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


nothing has done greater injury to the caufe 


ion-conformity, than the ignorance of many 
of f It is hoped this in 


n, will afford fuch convincing arguments, as 
ke thofe who are Diffenters merely by acci- — 
Difienters upon rational and {criptural prin- 


be the cafe, the wifhes 
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fome attempts to confute them fhall 


SHIs book has been printed a feventeen times, and 
without doubt, if the adverfaries of the Diffenters 
were for coming to the teft either of Scripture, reafon, or 


antiquity, it would before now have received fome an{wer. 


accepted ; ; the reafons for 
and clofely applied; if 

» the gentlemen of the 
to confider of fome me-. 
oufly own he was fairly - 


Tis one of their own challenges. 
our diffenting aye fairly, modeftly,4 
faying nothing be taken pro confe; \ 
church of England would do well 
diums to defend Dr. Calamy, or ng. 
| 
\ ‘There remains nothing to be ade 


to the arguments, ’till 
Make a rejoinder necef- 
fary; nor, indeed, can the Diffenter¥ defire to have their cafe 
more fairly ftated, or the conduct of their adverfaries, be more 


| concurring to their jultification. 


When arguments drive the oppongnts into paflions and ex- 
ceffes, like {trong purges, tis a proof of their operation, 


that they caufe griping pains in tic Bi bowels of the 


~ 


patient. 
‘To anfwer fober arguments with four coercives, to difpute 
by the goal and the hangman, to debate by the prifon, and 
not by the pen: thefe have been the peculiars of the party}; 
and the power of perfecution, not of perfuafion, has been the 
way of their ufage to the Diffenters. 
The treatment the learned author of this book met with, 


will for ever ftand as a monument of the cruelty of thefe 


times ; and they that affirm, the Diff enters were never pcre 
fecuted in England for their religion, will do well totell us, 
what name we fhall give to the ufage of this man of merit, 
than whom few greater fcholars, clearer heads, or greater 
matters of argument, ever graced the English nation. 
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a Seas I am forry to fay, he is one of near eight thoufand Pro- 
teftant Diffenters that perifhed in prifon,) in the days of that 
merciful pringe, King Charles II. and that merely for dif- 
fenting from the church, in points, which they could: give 
fuch reafons for, as this Plea affigns; and for no other caufe, 
were ftifled, had almoft faid murdered, in goals, for their 
religion, in the days of thefe gentlemen’s power, who pretend 
His fellow prifoner, Mr. Jenkins, moft humbly petitioned, 
on the mere a¢count of ficknefs, to be removed to fome other 
place for thegir, upon unqueftioned fecurities for being fur- 
rendered again to any prifon that fhould be appointed, and 
could not obtain that common compaffion from the mercy of 
that perfecuting age ; but died under the cruel hands of thefe 
| perfecutors, merely by the ftench and contagion of an un- 
- wholfome confinement. 
Let thefe géntlemen who have been forward to threaten us 
with long accounts of parliamentary perfecutions in the time 
of the civil wars here,remember they cannot fhew, either then 
or in any former time, no, not if they throw in the days of - 
Q. Mary, any thing like fuch a number of chriftians (for | 
J muft not cajl them martyrs) that fuffered death for their 
Religion: whence I have often recommended it to 
‘them, to forbear putting us upon comparing the accounts, | - ¥ 
and entering into the melancholy detail of the particulars. _ 
| Let any man of religion, judge by the ftory of this gentle- 
i man, what thofe people drive at, who repine at the Toleration, 
and who fo many ways have attempted the reverfing, con. 


‘ 


¢ 


tracting,origvading it. 
- Letany man judge, whether it was not time to put an end 
to thefe exorbitances in general, and whether a /egal tolera- 
fiom Was not abfolutely neteflary, to fcreen even the church . 
of England herfelf, from the fcandal of thofe men, who atted _ 
under her authority, fo much againft her principles. — | 
* Tis known and profeffed, that perfecution merely for 
: es is contrary to the principles of the chriftian 


teligion, 


a 


| 
| 
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PREFACE. 


and the doétrine of the church of England. Whe 
_ they were that perfecuted in thofe days, we all know}; and 
‘with what real defiga to deftroy the church of England itfelf, 
‘is plain ; how they aéted’ all againft the *véry principles of 
the church is plain: but that they a@ted ‘under the ¢hurch’s 
authority, in her name debauched her clergy to-fall in with 
the bellifh proje&, made ufe of her ecclefiaftical coutts'to put 
their wicked. defigns i in execution, till the world’could hardly 
 difcern whether it was the church’s a& and deed; of ‘no, to 

_ the indelible fcandal of the clergy of hoe times, is a travh 
too plain to be debated) 

was the defign concealed any fonges to the firtt 
-eccafion which happened to difcover The firft flep Kihg 
| James took, was to turn the tables, and put an opportunity 


.dm the hands of the, Diffenters fully to .revetige themfelves ; 


-and thinking them “fafitiently provoked by irinumerable 

_ infults and barbarities, it was not doubted, but when ‘they 

were prompted to expofe and reproach the church with their 

‘appeal to chore reverend and. dignified con- 


| aot it, fome of whom yet alivé,; whether Mr. White, 


- who had carefully colleéted the lift of the Diffénters fufferérs 
fafferings, did not -generoufly rafafe both their ‘invita- 


' tions and rewards, and conceal the b/ack récord, that it might 


not rife ‘up in judgment again the reputation of the church | 


of England; and whether they did ngt fend Mr. White théir 
thanks for it, and a reward too, though “he 

“enough in him to refute the money.” 

Nothing but a legal toleration could defend the of 
England from the feandal of a perfecutitig’ principle; and I 
cannot but think her Majefty’s repeated promifes, ixviolably 
to preferve the toleration, and the headslof the church 
to the fame refolution,'is as much an’ to dered church, 
as it is a fecurity to the Diffenters. 


Her \" «ty is’ in this’ a true defender of the: church of 


| Eng’and, well as the general in that by 
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put her upo; 
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tation of a perfecuting church, too cunningly fixed upon her 


by the unw 


princes. 


’Tis plain the church of England, abftracted 


arinefs of her clergy, and the projects of tyrannic 


from the 


arbitrary influences of courts, parties and projects, abhars 
cruelty andi perfecution;* and that fhare fhe had in fuch an 


odious practice, has beeen the deepeft plot againit 
conttitution, that ever the devil had a hand in. 


her very 


But by this her beft defenders may fee what nced there is 


of the reftraint of lawsto curb the advanced fury of fome 
men; who, to gratify private fpleen, to carry on parties, and 
to purfue public defigns, to the general lofs and decay both 
of religioug and civil liberty, are content to hazard the 
church’s reputation, and put her upon aéting againft even 


in general.)} 


her own principles, as well as againft the fandamental con- 
‘ftitution on which fhe is built; I mean the chriftian religion 


The act of Toleration, therefore, is not only an eafe to the 
Diffenters, but to the church itfelf; in whofe pale were 
always to be found fome, who, though they profefs the doce 


trine of the church, were not afhamed to act fo mu 


ch againft 


her intereft and reputation, as to be made tools of power, 


and fubmit to the fcandalou. employment of plundering their 
brethren, wader colour of shat, which the very doétrine of 


the church abhors. 


_ This brings me of courfe to confider, what fort of people 
they are, and what they drive at, who exclaim againft, would 
refcind, limit, reftrain or leffen the toleration ; to me it feems 
plain fuch people can no longer be efteemed friends to the 
church, fince they would again dip her hands in blood, and 


lous to heralready. 
Let fuch but confider the ufe the enemies of the 


the practice of shat, which has been fo fcanda. 


church of 


England formerly made of it, and how diligently they Ja- 
boured to fix the fcandal upon the church, of being a perfe- 
cuting fpirit. Let them remember what ‘was the end and 


* A modern writer upon this fubje€, is of a different opini 
fate,” fays he, «tolerates, butthechurch doesnot.” 
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affurance made, with what oflentatio 
how neceflary to be anfwered. On the other hand, how 


delign of the Papitts in King James’s tinf#, and why they la- 
boured to get from the Diflenters the lift of their fufferings 


and fufferers ; ; which Mr. White, as is before mentioned, 


generoufly refufed them, though great rewards were offered 
him to make it public. 


Why did the politicians of thofe days think fach an ac- 
count would be ferviceable to them; but becaufe they knew 
the publication of it would be feandalous to the church; that 
it would make her appear praétifing, what fhe did not profefs, 
and ating againft her very foundation principles ? 

How diligent have fome people been in this age to rua 
back upon the church, and upbraid her with perfecution, 


- even in the very age in which fhe had duffered the fire and 


faggot of Queen Mary, and even in the infancy of her Re- 
formation under King Edward the fixth? 
How had the Proteftants upbraided the Romifh religion as 


bloody andinhuman? And how, too juftly, did they again 
retort the charge, by inftances which I defire not to repeat? 


even when Protefanti/m was but juft got out of the hands of — 
ghoftly tyranny, and had but lately obtained ref rom the ad? 
de Heretico comburendo. 

And to fum up all, Why were the reyerend clergymen of 
the church of England, fo grateful and thankfnl to Mr. 
White’s charity and generous refufal ; but that they had jult 
reafon to be afhamed of the prattice, andi were unwilling to 


be put to any blufhes for the mifbehaviour of their miliaken » 


friends, who had ignorantly, as well as rafhly, loaded the 
church with the indelible reproach of perfecution 

The learned author of this book,i:, indeed, a fad inftance | 
of the exceffes things were driving to in that age; but what- 
ever excufes I can make for the church of England, as being 
drawn in by fome of her members to a&t again{ft her own 
principle, I can frame no excufe either from reafon, honour, 
circumftance, or any thing elfe, to defend Dr. Calamy. | 

‘The reader will fee here his open ctijllenge, with what 
publithed ! 


modefily, how clofely, how direétly anfwered: And asl 
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can add nothing to the argument, fo it is not capable 


of any greater illuttration, than what is to be found in 
it(elf,—-But I name it, to obviate a vulgar and very mean 
objeétion— What occafion had Mr. De Laune to embroil 


“himiclf? And this, as a common allegation againit all public 


ftivits and public geod, 1 muft {peak to,§ it being the general 
excufe ; f fuch as make ufe of it, to defend themfelves againft 
efpoufing or aflifting, thofe that expofe, or ruin themfelves for 
the fervice-of their country. Let us — | examine the 
neceflity of his writing. 

Had Dr. Calamy’s allegation paffed unanfwered, had a 
challerge to the Diflenters to argue modeftly, &c. been neg- 


leéted, had it-been dropped, and nothing but filence on their 


part been the reply ; what arguments for per/ecution had here 
been put into the mouths of the enemies of their peace; and 
how rational] had it been to have argued, that their diffenting 


‘was from mere cé/finacy, and pertinacious efpoufing notions 
they could not defend? ‘That they avoided to * di/pute and 


argue modefily ; to propound their doubts, or meekly to bearken to, 


and receive infiruciion; that their judgments were biaffed by evil 


affections, love of a party, or carnal interef?! How forward 
would gli men have been to have challenged the Diffenters 
daily to come and fhew reafon for their non-conformity, and 
upbraided them with refufing to hear both fides, and to lay 
afide prejudices and favour to men or parties, and confider 
and enter into the arguments on both fides! | 

Had nobody replied to this, what muft the Diffenters have 


been thought? How would the clamour of their being obfi- 
nate, without principle, forming defigns againft the church, and 


diffenting on politic, not religious accounts, have prevailed in 
the minds of men, and the necefiity of ae being fuppreffed, 
made rational to the common people! 4 
The great artifice of thofe times, was to bring the fer Secu 


tion of the Diflenters to appear necefary, and to expofe them 


asa people Cangerous tothe /ate, as well as the church ; and 


nothing could have gone farther tcwards making this eafy 


and plain fo the apprehenfion of the vulgar, than to have 
the 
* Scrupulous Confcience, p. 2 Se 
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Vil 
the Diffenters filenced in argument, be challenged from the 
pulpit, and ftand condemned as obftinate | people ; that not 
being able to juftify their non-conformity by reafon or argu- 
ment, they had obtained that character by their own cone 
ceffions. Bar 
Thefe things, thus calealated to incenfe | the mob againtt 

the Dilfenters, and to juftify the feverities. defigned them, 
and. which at this very time were begun to be putin practice, 
feem to me, entirely to clear up the neceflity there was to 
enter the lifts with this new invader, who hag indi¢ted all the — 
Diffenters of contumacy, obftinacy, ignorance,:and ungrounded 
prejudice. If this was not a feafon to appear, if nobody 
fhould be an advocate for them, when then would be the 
proper juncture? When fhould the cham tions of religion 
defend her, but when they find the foundation ftruck at? 
When they find the enemies forces drawn up and infulting? 
When fhould David take up his fling againft Goliah, bist 
when he found him defying the hofts of Ifrael ? 

_ Icould go on to illuftrate this neceflity, by the exceeding 
check this attempt gave to the fury of the failing parties ; 
how the Goliahs of that time ceafed their infults with this _ 
experiment; and that they were fo far from making any 
more challenges, that they never made the leaft reply to this. 


Thus the neceflity, and the fuccefs of this — make out 


one another. 


Two confiderations hier) fall in my way to fpeak to, relat- 

ing to the treatment of this great man. | 
-_Firft, Dr. Calamy’s ufage of him was certainly, to the laf 
degree, difhonourable, who firf challenged him in print; for 
he firft challenged the whole body of Diffenters, and there- 
fore him among the reft, as fol!ows :—<*¢ Could we prevail 
with the people diligently co examine the merits of the caufe, 
our church would every day gain more ground amongtt all 
wife men,” &c. Which challenge being accepted, and the 
merits of the caufe examined, biter could he fuffer the perfon 
to be treated in fuch a manner, and perfecuted, with all ima- 
ginable violence, that had anfwered him fo modeftly, fo like a 
gentleman and a f{cholar? “4 
It 
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It may be faid the Dr. could not avoid i it, anions Batt thisi is 
certain, that he was fo far from attempting his relief, that he 
ufed him with all the flight and negle&t poffible, and yet at 
the fame time, confeiled by his pivaneg that he could not an- 
{wer his arguments. | 

It certainly became Dr. Calamy, to have interceded with 
the government on his behalf, and to have obtained fair law 
for his adverfary; to have pleaded with his Maiefty that he had 
challenged the Diffenters, 10 examine the merits of the canfe ; 
that he did not, doubt his being able to reduce them by ar- 

ument, and that it would feem, as if he acknowledged him- 
felf overmatched, to call in the aid of the government, to 
opprefs initead of an{wering his antagonilt; that he did not 
doubt but the Church would every day gain more ground aming ft 
all wife men, if the merits of the caufe were fairly examined ; 
and therefore he defired his adverfary might be left free, or as 
they fay, a clear flage and no favour, ‘This had been doing 


his duty, as an aggreflor in the quarre:; this had been to thew 


himfelf a gentlemen, as well as a fcholar. 


But inilead of this, how barbaroufly he was treated by the. 
goverment, how neglected, and his frequent applications to” 


Dr. Calamy, received with contempt, will appear in the clofe 


ofthis book, to the eternal reproach both of the Dr. and his 


From thefe confiderations, abd the profound filence of thefe 


gentlemen, I think we have a mght to retort the words of 


Dr. Calamy upon themfelves, and fay, in his own language, 
‘swith fome {mall varlauons, 


«« As for thofe, who quarrel with the Difenters about their 
Non- conformity, who are tolerably able to judge for themfelves, 
Jet not fuch barely rely upon the authority either of one or the 
other; all we defire of them is, that they would equally hear 


both fides; that they would think the minifers that diffent from 
the church of England, have fome fenfe and confcience too, 
as well as other men, and are able to fay fomewhat for what — 
- they do themfelyes, or require of others; and laying afide all 

prejudices, favour to, or admiration of men’s perfons, they 
| would weigh, and borane the arguments that may be pro- 


pounded 
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pounded to them, being diffident of their own apprehenfions, 
and indifferent to either part of the queftion, that they would 
think it no fhame to ra their minds, when they fee good 

-Icannot but think, that the Diffentet ‘has the beft title 
qwake this declaration, efpecially fince the challenge of the 
other has been fo fairly accepted, and no anfwer ever re- 
turned; and notonly fo, but the incapacity of an anfwer fo 
plainly acknowledged, by that moft difhonourable method of 


_ calling in the aid of the government, to qe the sone 


PREFACE 


inftead of anfwering him. 

The knocking down arguments of a goal and fine, Uhra- 
which were ufed in thofe arbitrary times, were but 
the fure refuge of acaufe, by no other uaa to be de- 
fended ; and had it been true that the church, as Dr. Calamy 
fays, would by examining the merits of the caufe, every day gain 
more ground amongft all wife men; why did not the Dr. join 
iffue with Mr. de Lanne, in going on with the merits of the 
as he had in this book fairly begun 

I think it needlefs to repeat the moft just itis 
plain to me, the prevailing power of argument laid down in 
this book, fhewed itfelf in evidences: too trong to be denied ; 
viz. in filence as to matters in difpute and i furious — 
‘upon the author. 

Secondly, I cannot conclude this preface, without giving 
the world the reft of the hiftory of this gentleman, — it 
was impofible for him to give of himfelf. 

His fentence, as the reader will find in his book, was one 
hundred marks; the expenfive profecution depriving him 
-of his livelihood, which was a Grammar fchool ; and long — 
prbierenteer had made him not only unable to pay his 
fine, but unable to fubfift himfelfand his family: he con- — 


_ tinued in clofe confinement in the prifon of Newgate, about 


fifteen months, and fuffered there great hard{hips by extreme 
poverty ; being fo intirely reduced by this difafter, chathe had 
no fabfiftence, but what was contributed by fach friends as 
came to vifit him. His behaviour in this diftrefs, was like 
the er of mind be difcovered at his trial, and-the fame 

B spirit 
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fpirit which appears in his writings, appeared in his conver- 

fatson, and fupported him with invincible patience under 
the greateft extremities; but long confinement, and diftrefles — 

~ of various kinds, at laft conquered him. He had a wife and 


two fmall children with him in prifon, for they had no fub- 
filtence elfewhere; the clofenefs and inconveniences of the 


place firft affeéted them, and all three, by lingering forrows 
and ficknefs, died in the prifon; at laft, worn out with | 
trouble, and hopelefs of relief, and too much abandoned by 


thofe who fhould have taken fome care of him, this excellent 


perfon funk under the burthen, and died there alfo. 


I cannot refrain faying, fuch achampion, of fuch a caufe, 


deferved better ufage ; and it was very hard fuch a man, | 


fuch a chriftian, fuch a fcholar, and on fuch an_ occafion, 


fhould ftarve ina dungeon, and the whole body of Diffenters - 
in England, whofe caufe he died for defending, fhould not 


raife him 661. 13s. 4d. to fave his life. 


I could go on here to exclaim againft the cruelty of one 


party, and the ingratitude of the other ; but the man is dead : 
he lies a monument of Englifh tyranny on the onc hand, and 
felfith principles on the other, both which make nations 


_ blind to men of merit ; but this is not the defign of the pre- 
fent publication—The prefent cafe is to let the world fee 


the neceflity of toleration ; the mifchief of perfecution; and 
that there are better reafons to be given for the Diffenters 


_ differing from the church of England, than fome can ima- _ 
gine. I fhall make noapology here for writing this preface, — 

but what I hope the reader will allow reafonable. The book 
is perfect of itfelf; never author left behind him a more 


finifhed piece; and I believe the difpute is entirely ended. 
If any man afk, What we can fay, why the Diffenters differ 
from the church of England, and what they can plead for it? 
Ican recommend no better reply than this, let them anfwer 
in fhort, Thomas de Laune; and defire the querift to read 
__Thave added nothing but the note of his death ; the hiftory 
of this he could not write himfelf. The account is too me- 
lancholy to tell the particulars: If I fhould go on, it would 

touch 
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PR EP 5 | xi 
touch too near, and I am not writing a tyre on thofe he en- 
deavoured to defend. 


It is pity, after his death, he bia no better hand to recom- 
eid him to the world; but fince no’man will build a 


monument upon his grave, I thought ita debt due to his’ 
| ill-rewarded merit, to write this as a monument upon his 
| work, and I am _ itis performed no better. 


i 


THE. followings account of Mr, | de Laune, than 


appears in the preface, is taken from C of the 
Baptifis, vol. 2. p. 366, 367. 


He was born at Brini in Ireland, pe three miles from 


Riggfdale. His parents were + tern and very poor; they 


rented part of the eltate of Riggs, Efq; who obferving 
the early and forward parts of young De Laune, placed him 
in a friary at Kilcrafh, about feven miles diftant from Cork, 


where he received his education. When Mr, de Laune was 


about fifteen or fixteen years of age, he left the friary, and 


went to Kingfale, where he met with Mr. Bampfield, who 
then had a pilchard fifhery in that place. He, finding Mr. 
de Laune to be a young man of good parts and learning, took 
him into his fervice, made him clerk of the fifhery, and be- 
came the happy inftrument of his converfion. Hecontinued 
fome years in great efteem and intimacy with Major Riggs 
and Mr. Bampfield 5 5 ’till through perfecution and troubles 
he left Ireland, and went overto England. Meeting there 
with Mr. Edward Hutchinfon, who was paftor of a congregae 
tion at Ormond, but removed from thence on account of the 
troubles of the times, he at length married his daughter 
Hannah, and went with her to London, where he fell 
into an intimacy and ftri& friendship with Mr. Benjamin 
Keach, and tranflated the Philologia Sacra, prefixed to his 
elaborate book in folio, intitled TPOTOAOTIA, 4 Key to open 


Be: 

i 


* 
+4 
3 
4 
‘we 
I 
i 
+ 
4 
© 
wor 
. 
woe, 
4 ’ 
¥ 
‘ 
vs 
¢ 
wet 
sak 
% 
4 
he 
4 


7 
a 
¢ 
: 
. 
a 
4 @ 
a 
- 
a 
> 
‘ 
é 
. 


. 
> 
4 
ag 
a 
& 
j 


| 
i i 
i 
4 
{ 
i 
| 
| 
A 


‘DISSENTERS C 


SOME 
Gleanings of fome of thofe weighty and worth : 


THE LATE 


KING ‘CHARLES THE F 


Conference with the Popith Marquis of Worce ' 
Ragland- -Caftle, out of Certamer Religio) 


1646, in 


fur. 
I. In Behalf of the II. Againtt the primitive 
which the Papifts flight: for Antiquity, which they a- 
their Tradition. dore, and fetch their vain 


OR the Scriptures he faith, ec That the Scripture is 
the rule, by which all differences may be ¢ompofed : 
It is the light wherein we muft walk ; the food of'our fouls ; 
antidote that expelleth any infeAion ; the ly {word 
that ‘kills the enemy; the only plaifter that cam cure our 
wounds; the only documents to attain eternal life,” And, 
That the evidences which are in Scripture, éannot be 
-manifefted, but out of the fame Scripture.” And quotes for 
the fame, Jrenaus, lib. iii, 12. 


II. Againft their antiquities, ¢ ‘* Our Saviour C jrift faith, 
‘We mutt not fo much hearken to what has been faid by them 
of old time, Matt. 235 as to that which he: 


tell 
| 
P. 1196 P. 116,  P. | 
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xiv A Reyal Witne/s to the Differ Cau/e. 
you. Where Auditis di@um eff antiquis is exploded, and 
Ego dico vobis is come in its place.”” And {peaking of that . 
King of Phrygia, who being about to be baptized, afked the 
bithhop, What was become of all bis anceftors ? he told him, 
They were gone to Hell; flung away, and faid, Then thither — 
will I go unto them; faith, No lefs wife are they, who had 
rather err with their fathers and councils, than to rectify 
their underftandings by the word of God, and fquare their 
fgith according to its rules,’? | 
And {peaking of the Fathers, faith, difcover no 
father’s nakednefs, but deploré their infirmities, that we 


— fhould not truf in arms of fiefh.” Tertullian was a Mon- 


tanift; Cyprian a Rebaptift, or Anabaptift; Origen an 
Anthropomorphift; Hierom a Monoganift ; Nazianzen an 
Angelift; Eufebius an Arian; St. Auftin had written {0 
many errors, that he wrote a book of RetraGations, that they 
have often re one another, and fometimes theme 
felves. 

«© That it was no Siedigs thing to fee error triumph in 
antiquity, and flourifh their enfigns of univerfality, fuccef-. 
fion, &c. in the face of truth; and nothing fo familiar of old _ 
as to befmear the face of truth with {pots of novelty ; for this 
was Jeremiah’s cafe. er, xliv. 16, 17, &c. ey 

<< If ygu want never fo much of your Roman Catholic 
charch, we can tell you out of St. John, That foe is become 
the Synagogue of Satay ; neither is it impoffible, but the bou/e” 
of prayer may be made a den of thieves. You call us heretics ; 
we anfwer you with St. Paul, 44s xxiv. 14. In the way you 
call berefy, worfoip we the God of our fathers, believing all 
things which are written in the law and the prophets.” 

And the better to teftify his piety and compafiion to peace- 
able Diffenters (having himfelf found the inconveniency of 
the contrary) fpeaks to his fon, in his Eixdy BaciAsen, * thus: 

«« Mycouncil and charge to you is, That you beware of — 


- exafperating any factions, by the crofinefs and afperity of 


fome paffions, humours, or private — employed by you, 
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gro nded only upon difference in leffer matters, which are 


. but the fkirts and a faburbs of religion, wherein a charitable 


amy connivance and chriftian. toleration often 
ftrength, when rougher oppofition fortifies.” 
And § ‘* That his prerogative is beft fhewed and exercifed 
in remitting, rather than exacting the rigoul of the law; 
there being nothing worfe than legal stn 
| | § 264. 
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A 


-NONCONFORMISTS. 
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SIR, 


N your difcourfe about a Serupulous Confciimee, preached firft 

at Aldermanbury, then at Bow-church, and fince by you 
printed, you are pleafed not only to put forth your endea- © 
vours, by feveral arguments, to gain and reduce the Diffen- 
ters to the communion of the church of England; but the 
better to fhew your moderation and tendernefs, as one who 
would not force and compel, but convince and fatisfy a 
{crupulous confcience, do alfo offer to them feveral chriftian 


rules and dircétions to effect the fame; amongtft which are 
thefe that follow: 


«* *When any private chriftian is troubled and perplexed 
with fears and {crupies, that concern Ais duty, or the worfhip 
of God, he ought, in the firft place, to have recourfe to the 
public guides and minifters of religion, who are appointed © 
by God, and are beft fitted to direct and conduct Aim; I fay, 
to come to them, not only to difpute and argue with them, 
and pertly to oppofe them, dur, with all modefty to propound : 
their doubts, meekly to hearken to and receive inftruétion, 
humbly begging of God to open ¢heir underftandings, that 


fee and embrace the truth, great care that 
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no evil affection, love of a party, or carnal intereft, influence 


or bias rheir judgment. t 
“© We do not, by this, defire men to pin their faith on the 


-prieft’s fleeve, or to put out their own eyes, that they might be 
better guided and managed by them, but only diligently to at-_ 


tend to their reafons and arguments, and give fome dueregard 
and deference totheir authority ; for it may not be foabfurd, 


as may by fome be imagined, for the common people to take _ 


on truit from their lawful teachers, what they are not com- 


#petent judges of themfelves, But the difficulty here is, how 


fhall a private chriftian govern himfelf, when the very guides 
and minifters of religion ‘determine differently, concerning 
thefe matters in queftion amongtt us, fome warranting and 
allowing them, others as much difapproving them? By 


what rule fhall he choofe his guide? Yo which you reply, 
_ ©© As for thofe who fcruple at conformity, and are tolera- 


bly able to judge for themfelves, let not fuch rely barely on 
the authority either of one or the other; all we defire of 


them is, that they would equally hear both fides, that they 


would think the minifters of the church of England have 
fome fenfe and confcience too, as well as other men, and 
are able to fay fomewhat for what they do themfelves, 
or require of others, and laying afide all prejudices, fa- 
vour to, or admiration of men’s perfons, they would weigh 


-and-confider the arguments that may be propounded tothem, 


being diffident of their own apprehenfions, and indifferent to 
either part of the queftion ; that they would think it no- 


fhame to change their mind, when they fee good reafon 
for it. 


“ Could we thus prevall with the people diligently to 
examine the merits of the caufe, our church would every day 
gain more ground amongit all wife men; for we care not 


how much knowledge and inderftanding our people have, | 
fo they be but humble and modeft with it; nor do we defire 


men to become our profelytes any further than we give them 
good and reafon for it.”” 
Upon 


+ The confufion of perfons in the above silat has a very unpleafing 


ee ; but as it isa prctenony it was not thought proper toa make any 
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( 19 ) 
\ipee reading of which, being fent me by a@ friend, I 
betook myfelf to a ferious fearch, and impartial confi- 
deration of the controverfy, and the arguments tendered on — 
both fides, many of the learned guides, as you well obferve, 
being of fuch different minds herein; and more particularly . 


have I weighed thofe arguments mentioned by yourfelf in 


that difcourfe, in conjunétion with what the Rev. Dr. Stil- 
lingfleet, the learned Dr. Moore, and others, have fpoken to 
the fame purpofe ; ; together with what is, or may be fuppofed 
to be faid in anfwer thereto. And from this chriftian encou- 
ragement and invitation from yourfelf, have prefamed, tho’ 
a ftranger to you, to prefent it to you, with a difpofition, as 
you advife, meekly to hearken to and receive inftruction, or 
conviction from yourfelf, or any of the learned, trufting that 
you will find no evil affection, love of a party, or carnal 
_intereit, to influence or bias my judgment, or that I fhall 
think it any fhame to change my mind, when better reafon 1s 
offered for my conviction. 
-Refting confident in your candour and ingenuity, that | 
what you have faid herein to draw forth the fcruples of any — 
Diffenter, is not to lay a bait thereby to catch him in any 
fnare, or to take any legal advantage of him for his diffatis- 
faction to the religion, by law eltablithed, which is hedged 
with fo many legal penalties; but out of a noble chriftian | 
principle, that you may have an opportunity to difcover with 
how much mecknefs of wifdom, and demonftration of truth, 
you can treat, convince, and fatisfy a gainfayer, having fo 
generoufly declared, «* That you do not defire men fhould — 
become your profelytes, further than you give them good — 
reafon and fcripture for it;’? Club-law being none of the 
arguments with which you treat a {crupulous or tender 
confcience, 
The arguments and abjedtions are thefe that follow: 
The firft objeétion we fhall mention, as brought againft 
the nonconformity and feparation of the Diffenters from the 
church of England, is this,x——~ ‘* That they have no reafon 
or caufe, on a confcientious account, fo to do; becaufe the 


principal things ~~ take offence at, are not forbidden in the 
leg 2- Scriptures 5 
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Scriptures ; and til! they can piddines a Scripture to the nee 
gative, as a negative article of faith, that fays we are not to 
do fo, or fo, knee] at the communion, crofs in baptifm, keep 
holy days, ufe liturgies, panne? &c. they can have no cauie 
of juft fcruple.”’ 
And thus, Sir, you are pleafed to argue, * <¢ That there 


ean be no tranfgreffion but by either omitting what the law 
~ commands, or doing what the law forbids : for inftance ; if 


a man can fhew where kneeling at the facrament is forbidden 


in Scripture, and fitting required ; where praying by a form 


is forbidden, and extemporary prayers are enjoined ; ; then | 
indeed the difpute would foon be at an end; butif neither | 
the one nor the other can be found, as mott certainly they 
cannot, then kneeling at the facrament, and reading prayers 


out of a book, muit be reckoned amongft things lawful, and | 


then there is noneed of {crupling them, becaufe they may be 
done without fin; nay, where they are required by our fupe- 
periors, it is Our duty to fubmit to them, becaufe it is our 
duty to obey them,in all lawful things. This way of 


arguing, you fay, is very plain and convincing.”? And to 


the fame purpofe, we have Dr. Stillingfleet, in his late an- 


_ {wers to feveral of the Diffenters,t afirming, that ‘* Thofe 


are fchifmatics that deny fubmiffion to the government of the 
church of England; and, be tells us in plain terms, affuredly, 
that the reafons of this denial do not fignify a button; thofe, 
Says be, who feparate from the church of England, make this 


their fundamental principle as to worfhip (wherein the diffe. 


rence lies) that nothing is Jawful in the worfhip of God, but 
what he hath exprefsly commanded ; we fay that all things 
are lawful which are not forbidden ; and upon this fingle 
point, flands the whole controverfy of feparation as to the 
con fitution of our church.” 

Here is the obje@ion in words at iach. and which you 
will find to be no otherthan what the Papifts make to the 


| church of England on the fame occafion, which I fhall tranf- 


cribe in their own words, and the anfwers of your own party 
| 


® Page 18. + P. 180, 1816 
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( 21 ) 
to it, which I hope will be cfteemed a fair and fatisfa€lory 
6f reply. 
Dr. Stillingfleet giving us an account of his Popith adver- 
| fary? s plea, and how he returned the negative articles to be 


proved by him, makes to him this anfwer. 
But the ftrangeft effort of all the reft, is, what he has re- 


\ferved to the lait place. * <« That the charge of idolatry 


againft them muit be vain and groundlefs, becaufe if I be 
preffed clofe, I fhall deny any one of thefe negative ‘points 


to be divine truths, That honour is not tobe given to the 
images of Chrift and his faints; that what appears to be 


bread in the eucharift, is not the body of Chrift; that it is 
‘not lawful to invocate faints to pray for us”—Thefe ase the 
Jefuit’s words requiring the Dr. to prove thofe negatives, on 
which fingle point he puts the ftrefs of his argument. Then 
follows his anfwer, which I pray you to mind well, becaufe 
it is the an{wer you muft take to the like queftion from ‘us, V1Z. 
| «© But the anfwer to this is fo eafy, that it will not require 
much time to difpatch it. For I do affert it to bean article 
of my faith, that God alone is to be worthipped with divine 
and religious worthip : 4 and he that cannot hence infer, that 
no created being is to be worfhipped, has the name of a rea- 
fonable creature given him to no purpofe. What need we make 
negative articles of faith, where the affirmative do neceflarily _ 
imply them? If I belicve, that the fcripture is my only rule 
of faith, as I moft firmly do; will any man who confiders what 
he fays, require me to make negative articles of faith, that 
the Pope i is not, Tradition is not, Councils are not, a private 
Spirit is not? For all thefe are neceiiarily implied therein. 
And fo for al! particular dottrines rejecied by us on this prin- 
ciple, we do not make them negative points of faith, but we 
therefore refufe the belief of them, becauic not contained in 
our only rule of faith: On this account we reject the Pope’s 
“fapremacy, tranfubitantiation, infallibility of the preient 
church in delivering points of faith, purgatory, and other 
fopperies impofed on the belief of chriftians; fo that the fhort 
aefplation of our faith is this, that we ought to believe uo- 

thing 


- In his difcourfe concerning the Idolatry of Rome, pe 175- 166 
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thing as an article of faith, but what God hath revealed, and 


the compleat revelation of God’s will to us is contained in the 
Bible.” | 


And what could have been fpoken with fuller evidence and» 
greater demontftration of truth: therefore as joining iffue with 


the Dr. that on this fingle point ftands the whole controverfy 


of feparation, as to the conftitution of their churches, That 
‘nothing is lawful in the worfhip of God, but what he has ex- 


prefsly commanded (as fay the Diffenters) and not all things 


lawful which are not forbidden, as fay the advocates for the 


church of England; let his own words decide the matter, and 
for ever determine the cafe. For what need the Diffenters, 
as the Dr. affirmson their behalf, make negative articles of 


faith, where the affirmative neceflarily imply them; if they 


do believe with the Dr. that the Scripture is their only rule 
of faith, as they moft firmly declare todo, will any man, 
who confiders what he fays, require them to make negative 
articles of faith, that Popes, councils, private {pirits, trae 
ditions are not, and fo for all particular doétrines rejected by 


them on this principle: they do not with the Dr. make them 
“negative points of faith, but they therefore with him, refufe 


the belief of them, becaufe not contained in our only rule of 


faith. On this account they dowith the Dr. reje& the Pope’s 


fupremacy, tranfubftantiation, infallibilty: of the church of 
Rome in delivering points of faith, purgatory, and other 
fopperies, as falt, oil, fpittle, exorcifms, conjurations, 


baptizing of bells, &c. Andon the fame account do they re- 


ject what the Proteftants have received either from Pagans or 


Papifts, as to national, provincial, diocefan and parochial 


churches, becaufe not contained in our only rule of faith. 
As alfo the government of the church of Chrift by lords, 
arch-bifhops, bifhops, deans, arch-deacons, parfons, vicars, 


curates, chancellors, officials, &c. becaufe not contained in 
our only rule of faith. In like manner do the Diffenters alfo 


reject the confecrating churches, chapels, cathedrals, priefts, 
garments, altars, liturgies, finging fervice, litanies, bowings, 


croflings, cringings, holy days, fafts, feafts, vigils, becaufe - 


not one word of any of them is contained in our only rule of 


faith ; fo that the thort refolution of the Diffenters and the 


Doétor’s 
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| Dostor’ $ faith 2 in this great point is this, That they ought to 
believe nothing as an article of faith, but what God hath re- 
vealed, and that the compleat revelation of God’s will to us 
is contained in the Bible. | 
Therefore Chrift having in the affirmative compleatly re- 
a vealed to us his mind and will in the Bible, both as to the 
P| doftrine and difcipline of his church, we need not go to Pope, 
council, tradition, or any other for additions to either, nor 
trouble ourfelves to make negative articles of faith and prace 
fire. which would be as ridiculous as endlefs. 
_ And this we hope the Dr. and all his party will take for 
good pay, and that you yourfelf, Sir, amongft the reft, will 
join ifflue, and acknowledge, that this way of arguing is very 
plain and convincing. 
But this being fo well pes by the Dr. what fhall we 
that fo wife, fo learned, and fo great a man as Dr. Stil- | 
_lingfleet, fhould forget himfelf fo far, as to make head and 
run counter againft his own arguments, and to that degree, as 
to pawn the whole controverfy on that fingle point which he | | 
; had fo infallibly and indifputably refolved, which indeed is ! 
“4 very ftrange and wonderful! but yet on ferious thoughts, we 
A | fhall find it but a fulfilling of that word of the Lord, Ifaiah 
xxix. 14, &c. Iwill do a marvellous work amongft this people, 
even a marvellous work and a wonder. But whatis that? 
why, the wifdom of their wife men foall perifh, and the under- 
Sanding of the prudeut foall be bid, But when fhall that be? 
verfe 13. When they teach for do&rines the commands [or the 
fear or worfhip] of Ged, for the precepts of men. Our very 
_ cafe, and whereof we have frequent and continual experi- 
4 ence; for with what evidence and demonftration of truth will 
the papifts argue againft, and cenfure the heathen for their 
idolatries, and yet at the fame time be guilty of the fame thing 
themfelves, and expofe themfelves to the cenfure of the 
heathen on the one hand, and the proteftants on the other? 
How wifely, how fpiritually will Proteftants difpute with, - 
handle and judge the Papifts, for leaving the word of God for — 
fables, for their will-worfhip, falfe-worhhip, idolatry, &c. 
and yet at the fame | time be guilty of wil a themfelves, 
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ides themfelves to the cenfure both of Papift and Won 


conformift? of which we might give you divers inftances 
both ofone andthe oiher. Ando! which take one or two. 
‘This very Jefuit who difputes with the Dr. * falls out in a 


molt fevere cenfure of the Pagans, for their moft damnable 
diabolical idolatry in worfhipping their inferior deities, as Ve- 
nus, Mars, Bacchus, Vulcan, and the like rabble of devils 


as he calls them, who were theirdemons, heroes, or inter- 


ceffors to their fuperior deity, Jupiter; not being aware © 


(which alfo the Dr. improves againft him) that they were 


guilty of the fame crimes themfelves, in fetting up their in- 
ferior deities the Virgin Mary, St. Peter, St. Paul, andan 


hundred more, as mediators and intercefiors to the Supreme, 


andto whom, asthe Dr. obferves, they pay divine honour 


and worhip, bowing and kneeling before) them, and their 
images aliv; which he them'to be no dia- 


bolical idolatry. 
The Jefuit, being quick fighted, returns upon 


Dr. t that whilft he judges their Lowing and kneeling before 
their images to be idolatry, howcan he juftify their bowing 


an! kneeling before the confecrated elements, bowing at the 


altar, eaft, name of Jefus, putting off their hats, &c. which 
the Jefuit on the one hand, and the Diffenters on the other 


hand improve againft him. 


And fo while Dr. Pierce § feverely meilevee the Papifts, for 


varying from the primitive pattern in their fuperfitions and - 


abominations, ‘* Becaufe it was not fo from the beginning ;”” 


Sergent the Jefuit returns his own argument {martly upon 


him for doing the fame thing in many particulars, and which 
the Diffenter alfo does for the fame, that‘is, For varying in 
fo many things from the whilft he judges 


others forthefame. 
To which we might add divers inftances, both as to Papifts 


and Protettants, ef pecially in thefe three points, ee ime 


pofition, and perfecution. 
that as it has been obferved, the Papifts argu- 


ments 
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ments againft the Heathens, the Proteftants arguments againft 
the Papifts, are moft fubftantial arguments againft them- 
felves, when their practice gives their principle the lie, 


and fo rendering themfelves altogether inexcufable ; as faith 


Jame things. But we are jure that the judgment of Ged is ac- 


the text, Rom. ii. 1,2, 3. Therefore thou art inexcufable, O 
man, awhofoever thou art, that judgeft; for wherein thou judge ft 
another, thou condemneft thyfelf; for thou that judgeft dof the 


cording to truth, againft them which commit fuch things. And» 


thinkeft thou this, O man, that judgeft them which do Such 


things, and deft the Jame, that thou fealt the gudgment | 


The fecond objeétion brought againft the Diffenters, is, 


«« Becaufe they feparate from the church of England for 
mere niceties, for little things which in their own nature are 


| indifferent.” 


To that you are pleated to yourfelf, il 

** A fcrupulous confcience is converfant about things 1 in 
their own nature indifferent; and it confifts, 

© Either in ftri€tly tying up yourfelves to fome things 
which God has no where commanded; as the Pharifecs 
made great confcience of wafhing before ‘they did eat, and 
abundance of other unneceliary rites and ufages they had of 
men’s own inventing and deviling, which they as religioufly, 
nay, more carefully obferved, chen the indifputable com- 


| mands of God/imfelf. 


‘¢ Or in a confcientious abftaining from fome things which 


are not forbid, nor any ways unlawful. ‘Touch not, tafe 


not, handle not; doubting and fearing where no fear is, 
thinking that they fhould as much offend God by eating 
fome kinds of meats, wearing fome garments, as they fhould 
do, were they guilty of murder and adultery. Which is the 


cafe of many amongft us, who by fcrupulofity about little. 


matters, feem more precife and auftere, than other good and 
honeft chriftians are, or themfelves need, or ought to be.” 


And a little further you add, * «* A {crupulous con{cience, 


sherefore, ftarts and boggles, where there is no real evil or 
D mifchicf, 
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-mifchief, is afraid of omitting or doing, what may be omitted, 


living creatures, which have not the leaft hurt or, harm in 


the government of our church by bifhops; 2. The liturgy, 


or done without fin. Which I know not how better to il- 
luftrate, than by thofe unaccountable antipathies or preju- 
dices, that fome men have againt fome fort of meats, or 


them, yet are fo offenfive and dreadful to fuch perfons, that 
they fly from them as they would from a tyger or bear, and 
avoid them as they would do the plague or poifon. Juft 
thus do fome men run out of the church at the fight of a 
furplice, as if they had been fcared by the apparition of a 
hoft.’ 
, A late pie ece called 4 Refolution of Confeience, &e. fup- 
pofed to be Dr. Moore’s, affirms thus much;* ‘* 1. That 


or jet forms of prayer, and adminiitration of facraments; 


3. Certain rites of the church, particularly the furplice, the — 
crofs in bapuim, the gclture of kneeling at the communion, 


the ring in marriage, the obfervation of the church’s holy | 
days:. All which, fays he, I take for granted, are indiffe- 


- rent in their own nature; that there is nothing of vicioufnefs 4 
or immorality in any of them, to make them unlawful. I * 
know nobody fo unreafonable as not to grant this.”” ; 


Mr. William Allen, in his piece called Catholici/m, fays, 


to the fame purpofe, «© That the ceremonies of the church 


of England aré not enjoined as things of divine appointment, © 


 butonly as of an indifferent nature, and therefore there is no 


need to fcruple them.” And he further Jays, ** That the 
ceremonies and fervice of the church, or uie of things in or 
about God's worlhip, which are not of the efience of it, nor 
ufed under the notioa of being commanded by God, but 
profefiedly ufed as things in their own nature indifferent, | 
and only as. matters of human prudence, cannot juftly be 
charged to be falfe worlhip.§” . 
The author of the Protefant Reconciler tells us, That 
it is acknow ledgea by the church of England, that the ceree 
monies ufed in, and by that church impofed on her members, 
are in ‘their own nature things indifferent ; ; thus j in the pre- 
face 
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‘ace to the book of Common Prayer jit is determined, that 


the particular forms of divine worfhip, and the, rites and 


ceremonies to be ufed therein, are in their own nature thinfs 


indifferent. Dr. Stillingfleet, and many more, {peak the 


fame 
So that by indifferent, they would have us to underftand 


‘things of a middle nature, that are neither good nor bad of 


themieives, otherwife than as enjoined for order or prudence 
by fuperiors, and alterable at pleafure; therefore king James 
oppofes them to neceffary things, which are enjoined by pofi- 


tive fcripture, and fo the Proteffant Reconciler defines them, 


telling us thus,* ** The ceremonies which are impofed by 
our church, as they have nothing finful in their nature, for 
which inferiors fhould refufe fubmiflion. to them, fo have 

they nothing of real goodnefs, nothing. of pofitive order, 
decency, or reverence, fos which they ought to be come 


manded. 

‘This we are told in ava and pretence, the better to gild 
the pill, to make it go down the glibber; butif you look 
more narrowly into the matter you will find that you your- 
felves, as well as the Diffenters, have juftly another fenfe of 
them, and that the church of England doth both ufe and im- 
pie them as ReCea things, whatever they i import in their 


For, firft, are they not things confecrated and dedicated to 


holy ufes in the worfhip and fervice of God, which makes 


and excommunications, 


them ceafe to be indifferent? Hooker fays,t Feltival 


days are clothed with outward robes of holinefs, and that 


places and times of divine wr are fo too, and the crofs. 


an holy fign.’? 
Dr. Burges fays, ** Ceremonies may be called the worfhip 


of God: The profeffors of Leyden call only fuch things, 


perfons, times and places holy, as are confecrated and dedi- 
cated to God; but foin their efteem and ours alfo is their 


diocefan epifcopacy and priefthood, their churches, Jitur- 


gies, knecling, bowing, croffing, feltivals, ecclefiaftical courts, 


© Part + Hooker's Eccl, Pols bs 5» ps 70% fects 69. 
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2. They are not indifferent but neceflary things in your 
efteem, as appears by the declaration of the commiflioners 
at the Savoy on the King’s firft coming, over-ruling the argu- 
ments of their diffenting brethren, pleading for reformation, 


and tendernefs, which fays, ‘* That the apoftle has com- 


manded that a// things be done decently ;* and that there may 
be conformity, let there be a zafis, arule and canon for that 
purpole ; and thence they inferred, that though charity will 
move to pity, and’ relieve thofe that are truly perplexed, and 
{crupulous, that we muft not break God’s commands in cha- 


rity to them, and therefore we muft not perform publick 
. fervices indecently a and diforderly, for the fake of tender 
‘contciences.”” And all this is faid to jufify the rcfufal, to 
‘abate the impoiition of ceremonies, efpecially thofe three 
then contended about, furplice, ign of the crofs, and kneel+ 


ing at the communion. t 

So that here they are made neceflary, bad a command of 
God urged to enforce them; which is, That things be done 
decently and in order; though by the way no other command 


than Bellarmine urges] to eftablifh the whole Popith fervice 


and ceremonies of the church of Rome, by this precept 
of the apoftle. 

3. do they not as necéffary things s impefe and enforce 
them with all feverity imaginable, by excommunications of 
Diffenters, thereby knocking the fly on their neighbour’s head 


with a hatchet, tothe knocking out his brains, as fays Dr. . 


Taylor, deftroying them in their liberties, eflates, yea lives 
alfo, which furely muf not be for faiies, but necefflary 
things? 

Yet fo hardy and bold are Pe todo all this, as the Protefant 


Reconciler worthily obferves to them,]|| to the reproaching the 


wifdom and faithfulnefs of Chrift, and the primitive churches, 
for want of fuch decency and order, for they had no fuch; 
the wifdom of the church of England, | who have declared. 
that their rites and ceremonies; are in their own nature things 
indifferent, and or be altered and ie aa as alfo that 


they | 


* 1 Cor. xiv. go. Prot. Recon. I. 28. 
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| they had their beginning from the inftitutions of man. ‘The 


wifdomiof King James and King Charles, who have both of 
them declared them to be efteemed unneceflary, as being but 


. indifferent things, and not commanded by God, and there- 


fore alterable at pleafure. But efpecially, fays our Author, 


hereby become guilty of adding to the word of God, of will- | 


worlhip, of teaching for dottrines the commandments of 
men, of impofing thefe things as neceilary parts of worthip, 
and fo of worhip pping God in vain, as will appear by what 


the beit affertors of the doétrine of the church of England 


have declared in this cafe, quoting Mr. Faulkner’s * aflertion 


in faying thereon, ** We add unto the word of God, when 
we teach any thing to be commanded or forbidden by the law 
(of God, whichis uot there indeed commanded or forbidden.” 


And Bifhop Saunderfon,+ ** ‘That then men teach for doétrines 
the commaidments of men, when they teach any thing to be 


abfolutely unlawful, which God hath not forbidden in his 
word ; and if any man thall wear a furplice, or kneel, or 


crofs, with an opinion of neceflity and for confcience fake to- 
wards God, as though God’s fervice could not be rightly per- 
formed without them; yea, although the church had not per- 
formed them, doubtlefs the ufe of thefe ceremonies, by rca~ 


fon of fuch his opinion, fhould be fuperitition to him.” 


And Dr. Patrick, t ‘¢ Then will-worthip is erected, when 


any thing is enjoined to be done, or notdone, as if it were 


the will and command of God he fhould be fo ferved; when 
it is amere conftitution of the will of man—Then do we make 
ceremonies to be parts of divine worfhip, when we fuppofe 
them to be fo necefiary, that the doing of them would be a 


thing pleafing to God, and the omitting of them the contrary. 


although there were no human law whith required the doing 
of them. And fecondly, when we fuppofe them unalterable 


and obligatory to theconfciences of ali chriftians, for this fup- 
pofts an equal neceflity with that of divine inftitution.” 


All which fo fully fpeaks the fenfe of the Diffenters, that 
there needs no better anfwer to be given, than what they 
themiclves 
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themfelves have put into their‘mouths. But, fays Mr. Allen, 


in contradiction to his brethren, } ‘* Things are not ufed as 
commanded by God, taking :t for granted that they had not fe 


urged them, and only as matters of human prudence cannot 
be charged with will-worfhip.”’ But for his better informa- 
tion we would refer him to the Prozeffant Reconciler, and the 


many authorities urged by their own pens to clear the fame, 
with this addition as to Jeroboam’s cafe,who varied in but four 


particulars as to the fervice and ceremonies of worfhip. 1. 


The place of worfhip, Dan and Bethel, inftead of Jerufalem. 
2. The figns of the divine prefence, golden calves inftead of 
cherubins. 3. The time of the feaft, the fifteenth of the 


eighth month, inftead of the feventh. 4. Perfons admi- 


niftering, making pricits of the loweit of the people. 


All which, one might think, were but circumftantials 


about worfhip, and impofed not under the notion of being 
commanded by God, but only, as Mr. Allen obferves of our 
ceremonies, as matters of human prudence; and for which 
Jeroboam had much to fay to the Diffenters in that day, who 
oppofed and feparated from him for the fame, 2 Chron. xi. 16. 


with 13 and 14. and as Mr. Ainfworth § in his plea for Jero- 


boam moft notably obferves, who kept i in the mean time to 
the articles of faith and fundamental ordinances of religion ; 


worfhipping with reverence the God of his fathers, making 


alterations in things merely ceremonial, whereof no exprefs 
law forbidding, and being variable, as time, place, and 
perfon, gave occafion. 
But however Jercboam might mince the matter, and 
make light of it, as others do in fome circumftances; yet 
God, being a jealous God, would not admit of fuch inno- 


vations and varying from his pure worthip, but reproves thefe 


for defperate idolatry, and reputes it no other than the wor- 
fhipping of devils, 2 Chron. xi. 15. His fupremacy in the 
kingdom not being able to bear him out in altering the ordi- 
nances of the fervice of God ; and fodoing things out of his 
own heart, 1 Kings xii. 33. it became his fin, and made 
Ifrael to fin, thereby doing evil above all that went before 
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“him, having made other gods and molten images, to pro- 
voke the Lord to anger, 1 Kings, iv. 9. cafting him behind. 


| his back: Therefore the Lord threatens in the next verfes, 


in thefe words ; Behold I will bring evil upon the houfe of Fere- 
boam, and awill cut off from Feroboam him that piffeth againft 


the wall, and him that is fbut up and left in Ifrael, and will 


take away the remnant of the houfe of Ferobcam, as a man taketh 


away dung, tillit be all gone. Him that dieth of Feroboam in 
t he city, foall the dogs eat; and bimthat dieth in the fields, fealt 
the fowls of the aireat; for the Lord 588 Spoken it. a which 


Which pregnant inftance the judicious will, I doubt not, © 


| apply, and confider, that thefe prudent and indifferent cir- 


cumftantials about religious worfhip, as they are pleafed to 


term them, however minced and extenuated, may be of the 


fame nature with Jeroboam’ s idolatry, with this aggravation, 
Jeroboam varied but in four, and thefein above forty par- 


-ticulars, wherein they have prefumed to fwerve from the pat~ 


tera, and add to God’s Word and Worthip, 

‘The third obje@tion is this, «* That Diffenters have no 
caufe to feparate from the church of England, for fymbolizing 
with Romith rites and ceremonies, becaufe they only retain 
and practice fuch rites and ceremonies, which were practifed 
by antiquity before Popery took placg-in the world.” ~ | 

To this purpofe, you are pleafed to fay in your Scrupulous 
Confcience + —‘* Now our frit reformers here in England, did 
not go about to invent a new {pecies of government, to devife 


new rites and ceremonies, and a new form of worthip, fuch. 
as fhould be leaf excepted againft, and then obtrude it on 
this nation, as was done at Geneva, and fome other places; 


but they wifely confidered, if ‘they did but rejeét what the 


Romanifts had added to the faith and worfhip of chriftians, 


lay afide their novel inventions, ufurpation, and unwritten 
traditions, there would remain the pure, fimple, primitive 
chriftianity, fuch as it was before the Roman church was 
thus degenerated; nor have we any thing of Popery left 
amongtt us, but what the Papitts had -left — them of 
religion and worfhip.” 

P. 30. 
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Thus faith the author of the Re olution of the Caje of Cone 
frience, ** That the rites of the church of England are exe 
ceeding few, and thofe plain and eafy, grave and manly, 
founded on the practice of the church long before Popery 
appeared on the ftage of the world.’’ Nad a acain, ** Asto 
our church’s prefcribing a liturgy of fet forms of prayer, 
and adminiltration of facraments, and other public offices, 
it is eafy to thew, that fymbdlizing with the church of Rome 
herein, is fo far from being culpable, and much more from 
being a juft ground of feparation from our church, that it 
is highly commendable ; for as herein, our church no lefs 


Symbolizeth with the primitive church, than with that of 


Rome, as fhe is now conttituted.”’ | 
And Dr. Saravia, who fays thus; * ** Satis eft modefiis 


& puils Chritianis fatisfacere, qui ita recefierunt a fuperfti- 
tionibus & Idolatria Romanz Ecclefiz, ut probatos ab or- 
thodoxis patribus mores non rejicient. That it may be a 


-fofticient fatisfaction to modeft and. pious chriftians, that 
there is fuch a departure from. the fuperttition and idolatry 


of the church of Rome, as.not to reject the approved cuftoms 
of the orthodox fathers.”” 

‘¢ Thefe our rites and ceremonies, fays Dr. Stillingfleet, + 
are retained and kept out of due reverence to antiquity. + 

And again, { ‘‘ Thefe ceremonies were retained, orim-— 
pofed, to manifett | the juitice and equity of the reformation, by 
letting their enemies fee, they did not break communion with 
them for mere indifferent things, or that they left the church 
eof Rome no further than they left the ancient church.” 

‘The Dr. further affures us, ‘© That as to difcipline, re-- 

f{pecting the government of the church by bifhops, it is to be 
made good by an univerfal tradition, univerfally received 
fince the apoilles times, as the apaBolical government, viz. 
diocefan bifhops. | 

As tothe government of our by bifhops, fays | 
the Refolver, § 1t is fo far from being an unlawful fymbol- 


as izing with the church of Rome, that we have moit clear evi- 


dence 


* N, Patri & Amico, ad. Atti rz. Hiftor. pe 166 
Page I4e Refol. af the. calc. Pe 3 53. 


ite 
~ 
ot 
¢ 
4 
# 
Bad 
tk 
poy % 
‘ 
tf >. 
4 
5 
. 
j 


dence of its being a fymbolizing with her i in an apoftolical ix in- 


 flitution.”” 
"Thus you have the objestion i in words at length, to which, 


| in each part, the Diffenters do fay, or may be er to 


fay, as follows: 
In the firt places if it be taken for granted that the pattern 


ij is fetched from thofe times, and not from the popith times, 
thatis from Rome in its apoftacy, we would enquire thefe 


two things: 1. By what rule or reafon they fhould be a pat- o 


tern to us, fo as to have their rites and fervices impofed on us 
for our ritual? And-z. Whether there were not great er- 
rors and fuperftitions in thofe times, as well as the eetia in 
ages 
_ *Firft, Why fhould our firt reformers any. more impofe the 
rites and cuftoms of thofe times on us, thanany other? Why 
were we more obliged to accept of the ecclefiaftical laws of 
Conftantine, than his civil? as Dr. Taylor well urges.* 
© "That the Fathers met at Laodicea, at Antioch, at Nice, 
at Gangra, a thoufand or thirteen hundred years ago, fhould 


have any authority over us in England fo many ages after, is — 


fo infinitely unreafonable,: that none but the fearful and un- 
believers, the fcrupulous, and thofe that are of a flavish na- 
ture, and are in bondage by their fear, and know not how to 
ftand in the liberty, by which Chrift bas made them free, + will 


account themfelves in fubjeétion to them. -Ifon this account, — 
the rulers of the church will introduce any pious, juft, war- 


rantable canon, we are to obey in all things where they 
have power to command: But the canons for being in the 
old codes of the church, bind us no more than the laws of 
Conftantine.” 

No, they muft go higher, orelfeit will not do. To the 
firft primitive chriftianity, and religion, in the firft primitive 
times given us by Chrift and his Apoftles. For Dr. Stilling- 
fleet has well inftructed us, if we believe the fcriptures are 


the only rule of faith; then it follows, councils and fathers, 


traditions and private fpirits are no more our rule than the 


Pope himfelf; and therefore, with the Dr. we refufe the be- 
Dud, Dub, 1. 3 fec. Galat, Ve Te 
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, prie{ over the church; and that 
“Peter’s chair, from whence the unity y of the priefthood arifeth ; 
‘and that on Peter the church is founded: ‘That he was a vio- 


lent impugner of pricits marriages; held that fins are done 


tise) 


licf of all the additions, inventions, and traditions, becaufe 


not contained in our only rule of. faith: Yo rhe law and to 
the teftimouy, if they /peak not according to that, it is becanfe | 


thereisno light in them. 
But Secondly, Do we not find thofe very times abounding 


with error and fuperftition? Which is angargument we fhould 


not receive them for our pattern more than others; whereof 


I thall give you fome inftances from their Navi, or errors, 


mentioned by the Centarifts. * Origen afferted two Chrifts, 
denied his Godhead, the head of oe Arians and Pelagians, 


holding, as Jerome fays, very defperately about the Spirit, 
very corruptly about angels, devils, creation, providence, 
_ original fin, church government, 
+ facrificing for the dead, + bapti 


and the refurrection and 
m takes away fin, and 
fays that there muft be a baptifm after the refurrection. 
They alfo fay of Cyprian, that he affirmed the church of Rome 


to be the motherchurch ; that there ought to be one high- 
t the principal church is 


away by aims and good works; That the perfon baptizing 


in the very aét confers the holy fpirit: ‘That chrifm and excr- 


cifm are abfolutely neceffary; and that there fhould be facri- 


fices for the dead ; though fome fuppofe many of thefe things 


‘were foifted in by the papifts. 
St. Auftin prays tor the dead, the foul of his mother 


Morica. t 
St. Ambrofe for the foul of Theodofius. § 


St. Gregory for the foul of Trajan. 
St. Auftin fays, || <‘ Prayers avail not unto all alike, who 
are departed; therefore when the facrifices of the altar, or of 


alms are offered for all thofe who are baptized, and are de-. 


ceafed; for the good, they are thankfgiving ; for the 
not very bad, they are propitiations; for the very bad, though 


they do not help the yet they, comfort the living.” 
/  Chryfoftom 


Cent. 3 3° Orie. i 3° in Jo t De Confefs. 1. | 


§ Ep. con. aeri. Here 75. 
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Chryfottom was for offering etiiet for the dead with alms 


and oblations. * 
Auftin, a great friend to relicks, affirming ayes miracles 


wrought by them. + 


Jerome, a great defender of relicks, and adoration of 


them. f 


Conitantine, a great admirer of relicks. 
_ Mr. Mede fays, § ** That primitive chriftians canonized 


faints, and honoured their relicks in imitation of the gentiles 
- their demon worfhip, thereby to allure them ; which, fays he, 


| laid the foundation of decdaiména, and idolatrick apoftacy.” 


They had fuffation, trine immerfion, exorcifm, chrifm, 


white garments, milk, honey, tothe new baptized, giving 
the eucharift to the infant, from the 4thto the 12th cen-— 
tury, mingling water with the facramental wine, eulogiz, &c. 


To which head you may add the royal witnefs 1 in the begin- 


ang. 
that the confideration of thie’ errors and fuper- 


8 bitin, abounding in thefe times, there is no ground why 


our firft reformers fhould propofe them for our pattern; for 

if one thing, why not another? | 
But in the next place, I prefume, on a fair examination — 

of particulars, thefe two things will appear. 1. That we 


inthe church of England do not in our rites, fervices, and 


ceremonies fymbolize with antiquity. 2. That we do wholly 


‘fymbolize in moft, if not in all of them, with popery. 


uit. Itis manifeft that our firft reformers, as we are told, did 


not make fuch a perfe& piece from pure primitive antiquity 


in the firft reformation, and forming of our liturgy, which 
contains fo much the rites, fervices and ceremonies of the 
church; for if fo, there had been no fuch need to make fo 
many alterations and reform fo often, and in fo many things, 
fince the reformation, And that they have fo done, the 
author of the Protefant Reconciler gives us this account. 


| Itis certain, he, that our charch has already altered 


16. Hom. De. Civ. Dei. 1. 22. & 8 
Cont. Virg. Ep.2s Apoft. of later times on 1. Tims iv. 3 


Prot. Rec. pare pot. 
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hériliturzy at feveral times ahd in feveral parts, tlie 
fons, feftival ceremonies, rubrick, colle& prayers, the form. 
of adminifiration of facraments, the catechifin, confir- 


mation, marriage, nena of the fick, the burial of the 
dead, andcommination.”” Allwhich he had demonfttated in 
each particular, and from thence he makes thefe three. re. 
marks. 

1, That the pretence of nil! retaining and impofing ‘the 
prefent ceremonies out of due reverence to antiquity, is falfe 
and hypocritical. . 

That itcannot jaftly be pretended thet theffe ceremonies 
are retained and impofed to maniféft the juftice and equity of 
the reformation, by letting their enemies fee they did not 
break communion with them for mere indifferent things, or 
that we left the church of Rome no further than fhe left an- 


«<3, Hence it appears, how fenfelefly it is alledged, that we 
cannot abate or change thefe ceremonies, becaufe they have 
been once received and owned by the church. si iaget 

But in the next place, the defcending into particulars, will 
give a fuller and clearer demonftration of our not . RRR Tes 
with antiquity in all our rites and ceremonies. 

Firft. Becaufe fo many of them are novel, sha fo many 
difowned by antiquity, and fo much which . bes been really 
from antiquity, has been difowned by us, and blotted out of | 


the liturgy. 


1. That moft of them are novel, or eat by antiquity. 


We thall begin with thofe three principal ceremonies, about 
which there was fo much contention at the Savoy 5 ; kneeling, 


_ Farplice, and the crofs in baptifm. | | 


Firft, That of kneeling at the altar, or at the facrament 
of the fapper, is put amongit the reft of the antient ceremo- 
nies, before any fuch thing as popery wasin the world, which 
is novel, and but of yefterday, never known before tranfub- 
ftantion, nor with us proteftants received till Edward 6th’s 
fecond common prayer, for in the firft it was not. Peter 
Martyr faith, Propter Tranfubfantiationem & realem pre- 
fentiam Anvecta eft in pectems That to maintain tranfub- 


ftantiation 
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ftantiation atid real prefence, it was brought into the church. 
We are told in the Decretal, * that Pop: Honorius, 1214, 
ordained kneeling at the facrament, and his predeceffor, In- 
 pocent gd, tranfubfantiation. It is faid, that in Tertullian 
and Chryfoftom’s time, they ftood at the altar, when they 
partook of the fupper. Socrates faith, + they took it in a table 
gefture, eating it at their love feat: And Parzus aflerts the 
fame. 
Hereupon the Proteftant Reconciler } tells us, to retain 
this kneeling pofture at the receipt of the facrament, out of 
due reverence to antiquity, when no fuch poiture was ufed 
“by antiquity, | fear cannot be well excufed from falfehood, - 
or from impofing on the people. — 

2. As to the furplice, the fathers ufed it not, though 1 it is 
clear the Pagans did ; a whom the vi gan had it, and we © 
from them. 

ce Salmafius, as wel! as Petavius his adverfary, owns, That 
| in the primitive times the prefbyters did not wear any diitin@ 
‘habit from the people. | 
Czleftius reproves the French bithops, who beshaid it, asa 
novelty, which tended to fuperftition, and made way to 
_- mockery, and deceiving of the faithful. 
The a was brought into the church nv Pope Adrian, 
Dr. Stillingfleet tells us, § That as for the in 
‘parith churches, it is not of that as to wad a 
_ difpute one way or other.” 
3. Asto the fign of the crofs in baptifm upon the forehead 
only, we read of no fuch rite amongit the antients, though 
the 30th canon of the church tells us, ‘* It is an honourable 
_ badge, anda lawful ceremony, by which the child is dedi- 
cated to the fervice of Chrift, and which rite was held in the 
primitive church, both. by Greeks and Latins, with one con- 
fent and great applaufe.” 
It it true, the antients after did fign the baptized 
witha pas upon his head and breatt, =a anointed him with | 
| chsilm, 


Deciieal tit. 1. cap.10- + Hofpin. de Orig. temp. 1. 2+ Cape 100 


| 


(38) 
chrifm, asa diftiné from baptifm ; but no fach Signing 
in the act of baptifm, as part of that ordinance. 

In Edward the 6th’s time the reformers cake as the firft 
— fervice book makes mention, fign the elements three times 
with the fign of the crofs, and alfo the child upon the fore- 
head and breaft when the god- fathers named his name, and - 
afterwards in confirmation again in the breaftiand forehead ; 
but all this is laid afide, aud a new thing taken up, which 
is neither to be found in pacity, nor in the | fark pattern of 


our reformers. 
As to the order and office of in the rubrick 


and liturgy, it was another thing that the |antients ufed. 
‘That was to be done with chrifm by the hands of a bifhop, | 
with two croffes, one on the breaft, the other on the forehead, 
immediately after baptifm was adminiltered, and as a diftinct. 
ordinance from it ; but this is to be performed by the hands 
of a bifhop, without any chrifm or confignation, when they 
come to years of difcretion. Ve 

As there doth not appear any warrant from antiquity for 
this confirmation, fo neither is there any direétion in fcrip- 
ture for it, as Archbifhop Cranmer doth fully acknowledge, © 
whereof we have an account from Dr. Burnet, out of a 
MSS. written with the bithop’s own hand, by way of queftion 
and anfwer, as he found it in Cotton’s Library Cleop. E. 5. 

«© Queft. Whether confirmation be inftituted by Chrift ? 

“ Anf. T hete is no place in fcripture that declareth this 
facrament to be inftituted by Chrift, 

‘« 3. Becaufe the places alledged for the fume be no infti- 
tutions, but and deeds of the apoftles. | 

“« 2. Becaufe thofe ats were done by a fpecial gift given 
the toapoftles for the confirmation cf God’s word at that time, 

“* 3. Becaufe the fame fpecial gift doth not now remain 
with the fucceflors of the apoftles. | 

Queft, What is the external 

«© Anf. The church ufeth Chryfma, bat the 
maketh no mention thereof.” 

As for the office of baptizing of infants, 2 in the 
liturgy, for regeneration upon the deed done, and to be 

_-performed 
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| performed by goffips, who are to profefs faith and repentance 
in the infant’s name and ftead, it is generally fcrupled and 
_difowned by the Diffenters, as favouring too much of Popery, | 


though the greateft part of them do baptize their infants. 


And as for the antiquity of the practice, if any credit may | 


be given to many learned pedobaptifts, it will not appear ; ; 


whereof take thefe following inftances. 


- The learned Dr. Taylor tells us, in his Diffuafive againfi 


Popery, * ** That there is a tradition to baptize infants, 


relies but. upon two witneffes, Origen, and Auftin; and the. 
latter having received it from the former, it relies wholly 
upon a fingle teftimony, which ‘is but a pitiful argument to 


prove a tradition apoftolical. He is the firft that {poke ir, | 


but Tertullian, that was before him, feems to {peak againtt 
tt, which he would not have donc, if it had been a tradition 
apottolical. And that it was not fo itis but too certain, if 


there be any truth in the words of Ludovicus Vives, faying, 
That antiently none were baptized but perfons of riper ~ 


years.”” He fays thus in his Com. on Augu/?. 1. 1. cap. 276 
whofe words are as followeth. 

‘© None were baptized of old, but thofé who were of age, 
who did not wholly underftand what the myftery of the water 
meant, but defired the fame; the perfect image whereof, 
faith he, we have yet in our infant baptifm; for it is afked 
the infant, Wilt thou be bapraeet For whom the fureties 


anfwer, I will.’ 


The Doétor adds, “* That the parents of Auftin, Jerom, 
and Ambrofe, although Chriftians, did not baptize their 
children till they were 30 years of age; and that it will be 


overy confiderable in the example, and of great efficacy for 
 deftroying the fuppofed necemty of derivation of infants 


baptifm from the apoftles.”’ 
Hngo Grotius faith, ¢ ** It was no fmall. evidence that 


baptifm | of infants many hundred years ago was not ordained 
in the Greek church, becaufe not only Conftantine the great, 
the fon of Helena, a zealous chriftian, but alfo Gregory 
Nazienzen, who was the fon of a chriftian bifhop, and 

broughe 


+ Annot. on Mat. xite 


ay ‘ 
ok 
> 
AS 
ag 
§22 
+ 
t 
P 
, aa 


brought up pee by him, was not baptized ai he came to 


years, as is related in his life.?? 


Daille, the learned Frenchman, tells us, “ Thatin antient 


times they often deferred the baptifm of infants, as appears 
by the hiftory of Conttantine, Theodofus, Valéntinian, Gra- 


tian, and in St. Ambrofe; and alfo by the orations of Gre- 


gory | Nazich zen and St. 
the fathers are of thatit is &t it fhould be deferred: 
But whe neg rs it, that ¢ he very meutioning hercof 1s {car ce to 


be endured jat this day?’’f 


Dr. Field faith, ** That very many that were born of 


chriflian parents, befides thofe. that were conveited from 
paganiim, put off their baptifm for a long time, info- 
much that many were m: ide ¢ before were bap- 

And Mr. Baxter, 2 great afferter ant defender of baifent 
baptifin, does inge bea own, after his long fearch into 
antiquity, thus much; ** I will confefs, thatthe words of 
Tertullian and Nazicnzen fhew, that it was long before all 
were agreed of the very time, or of the neceflity|of baptizing 


infants before any ule of reafon, in cafe they were like to 


live to maturity.’’|| ea 
As for babtizing infants with fureties, fide-juffors, or 
goffips, as the liturgy enjeins ; And fuch an effential part of 
the ordinan¢e, owning that the baptized perfons are required 
to repent and believe, and that infants are capable to do 
neither, but that they do both by their fureties, jappears alfo, 
if the learned are to be credited, to be no lefs a hov city, a8 
the Centurifts declare,* De fafceptoribus certe nihil inve- 
nias ; : that is, You can find nothing certa in of pod-fathers i in 
that age. But that it came in the fifth century, + Adhibitos 
& fu fceptores, feu patrinos ex autoribus hujus tem- 
poris {iquet ; ‘that is, T he authors of the fifth century men- 


tioned fureties, or god-fathers. Upon which Dr. Taylor 
God might, if he would, have appointed god- 
Ut of the Fathers, 2. p. 149. On the Church, p. 729. 
More Prools-|p. 279. * * Mag. ce 6, p. T Co 4p. 656. 


Bazil on this fubject. And fome of | 
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A 
fathers to give anfwerdn the behalf of children, and to be 
-fide-juffors for them; but we cannot find any authority or 

ground that he hath; and if he had, that it is to be fuppofed 


he would have given them commiffion to have tranfacted the 


folemnity with better circumftances, and have given anfwers 
with more truth; for the queltion is afked of believing in 
the prefent, and if the god-father anfwers in the name of 


the child, J do believe, it is notorious they fpeak falfe 


ridiculous, for the infant is not capable of believing; and if 
he were, he were alfo capable of diffenting, and how then 


do they know his mind? And therefore, Tertullian 


and Nazienzen gave advice, That the baptizing of ia- 
fants fhould be deferred till: they could give an account of 
their own faith.” 

Walafridus Strabo, who lived about the year $40, faith, * 
wd That i in the firit times, the grace of baptifm was wont to 
be given to them only, who were come to that integrity of 


mind and body, that they could know and underitand what- 


profit was gotten by baptifm; what was to be confeffed and 
believed ; what, laftly, was to be obferved by them that are 
new Help in Chrift; and confirms it by Auftin’s own confef- 
fion of himfelf, continuing a catechumen long before he was 
baptized. But afterwards, faith be, chriftians underftanding 
original fin, and left their children fhould perifh without any 
means of grace, had them baptized by the decree of the 
council of Africa” ; and then adds how god- fathers and god- 
mothers were invented. 

Johannes Bohemius faith, + <* It was in times paft the 
cuftom to adminifter baptifm only to thofe that were in- 
-ftru€ted in the faith, and feven times in the week, before 
Fafter and Pentecoft, catechized; but afterwards, when it « 
was thought and adjudged needful to eternal life to be bap- 
tized, it was ordained that new born children fhould be bap- 
tized, and ged- fathers were appoiuted, who thould make 
confeffion, and renounce the devil on their behalf.”’ . 

As for the liturgy, it is another thing than can be found 
eon the antients. Is it not clear, that in the third cen- 

| F  stury 
De Rebus Ecclefe c. 26+, + Lib. 2. de Ceat. Moribuse 
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( 42 ) 
tury they hed 2 no directory, or book to pray by, as ws Tetallian 
{mentions? 
«© We look up to heaven with our hinds ftretched forth, 
as being innocent; and bare-headed, as not afhamed to make 


‘Our prayers fine monitore, without a _— r coming 


from the free motion of our own heart.’’ 

Platina tells us, that in Celeftine’s time there was no other 
parts of the mafs, but the reading of the epiltles and gofpels, 
which was A, D. 435-§ 

Juflin Martyr, in the fecond century, fully fheweth tha 
manner of chriftian fervice in his time. --———*‘ The antient 


chriftians, faith be, had their meetings on the Sunday ; they 


began with prayers for the church, efpecially for the en- 


lightened, which were baptized ; ; then the writings of the 


apoftles are read, as time permits ; then a fermon unto the 


people, to exhort them all tothe imitation of the bef things ; 


then all do rife up, and pour forth their prayers again ; ; whea 
their prayers are ended, bread and wine mixed with water 
are brought forth, which being taken, he who has the charge 


goes before the people, with an earnett voice, in praifing God. 


and thankfgiving, and the :people do anfwer with a loud 


voice, Amen.) ‘Then the deacons divide the holy figns unto — 
all them which are prefent, and carry the fame unto the ab- 


fent: This, faith be, we call Evyagissa, Thank{giving ; 
whereof none may partake, unlefs he believe the true doc- 


trine, and be wafhed in the laver of regeneration and remiffion : 
of fins, and live fo as Chriit hath dire€ted. After this a ga- 


thering of alms.””. And || ** He who initruéted the people 
prayed according to his ability.”” Here was no liturgy or 
common prayer mentioned, oe 


Walafridus Strabo faith, in his book De Rebus Ece 


—eleia, ** All which is done now with a multitude of 
prayers, leflons, fongs, and confecrations, which the apoftles 
‘and thofe who next followed them did with prayers and 


remembrance of the Lord’s fuficring’ s, even as he command- 
ed.” | 


Socrates 
tApol. 9, § Platinain Cele. + Apol 2. 
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Sokrites faith, * «* That among all the chriftians in that 
_age f{carce two were to be found that ufed the fame words i in 
prayer.” 
Pope Gregory the firft made a new form of feiview, which 
they call the mafs, and did add many ceremonies that were - 
not in ufe before: So that Platina faith, “* The whole infti- 
tution of the mafs was invented by him ; we in England had 
ours from Gregory, who by his minifter ‘Auftin, firft founded 
the church, and introduced mott of the rites, fervice and 
€eremonies,”’ , 
ine + ‘* There was another mafs, which was called the mafs 
of Ambrofe, a ridiculous thing, which they fathered upon 
him, different from Gregory’s, whereof we read in after times, 
and there was great contention which mafs fhould be received 
into the churches ; which when Adrian (who was Pope A.D. 
796) faw, he was put to his fhifts, and faid, he would refer it 
to the will of God, whether he would by any vifible fign ap- 
prove the mafs of Gregory or of Ambrofe. So thefe two 
’ books were laid together upon the altar, in St. Peter’s church, 
and he called upon God to fhew which of the two he ap- 
proved ; the doors were fhut allnight, and the next morning, 
when they returned into the church, the book of St. Ambrote 
was found lying as it was laid down, and the other was all 
torn and difperfed through the church. ‘The Pope maketh 
the comment, that the mafs of Ambrofe fhould lie untouched, 
and the mafs of Gregory fhould be ufed through the world ; 
and fo he did authorize and command, thatit fhould be ufed 
in all churches and chapels, which Charles the Great did 
fecond ; commanding chat only to be uled, and ee s 
to be burnt.” 
Gregory the Firft ordained the litanies, or + fepplications, 
faith Platina. 
| ‘The refponfes and gradual were given by Pope Gregory, 2 
faith Pol. Virgil. 
The colleéts ordinary, faith Durandus, were ordained by 
Pope Gregory ; the other colleéts added by fundry Popes, as 
faith Caffander, 
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] | He mifte| the ofices of the church, and difpoted the nights. 
and days, antiphonies, or finging fervice ; he publithed the- 


rites of the mals, and renewed its canon; he made the in- 
troitus to the mafs, with the particles; he commanded the 
kvriecleifon, or hallelujah to be fung. He _— the fing- | 
ing of pfalms, the litanics and proceflions.* 

The poft{cript number of pfalms and leffons wa brought 
jnto the church by the 7th, A.D. 1073» faith 
Jandus. 

if The epiftles and gofpels Platina gives to 0 Pope Damafcus, 
A.D. 384, Pope Anaitatius brought in fanding at the gofpels. 
A.D. 400, as daith Platina,and Pol. Virgil, | 

Auftin thews, + that the Latin church had no finging 
fervice; that was brought into our ceremonies, faith Pol. 
Virgil, { from the old heathens, who were wont to facrifice 
with jymphony, Witnels Livius.§ 

The primitive church had no altars: Pope Sylvester was 
the firft author of their confecration, || A. D. 334+ Then, 
cor, te bowing to and before them, 
are all novel. | 

As litile can you find the Englith fefiiy als in ahtiqnity. 

The Centurits tell us, ** <* Obfervandum eit apoftolos & 
apoftolicos viros, neque de pafcate neque de aliis quibufcunque 
 feitivitatibus legem aliquam conftituifle: It 1s to be obierved, 

that neither the apoltles, nor any apottolic men, have given us 
any law for the obfervation of Eafter, orany feat whatiocver,”” 

They alfo tell us out of Origen, ++ “* That it was not 
Jawful for chriiuans to obierve the feails or folemnitie: either 
of Jews or Gentiles.” 

The Council of Laodicea in the 3d century forbad the 
Heathemih or Jewish feaft. Non oportet a Judzis vel Hzre- 
gua: feiatica mittunturaccipere, neque cum eis dies agere 

eriato;. | | 
The canons of the antient councils forbad to keep the | 


Pagan 
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* Balzxus, Pent. I.p 320 t+ Confef. 1. 9. t Dei invent Rer. 
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Pagan feats, and to pa their houfes with green boughs snd, 
bay leaves, as they didin the kalends of January.* 

The feftivals obferved by the antients were not accounted 
more holy than other days. Jerome on Matt. Se fays, Non 
guod celebrior fit dies 1ila qua convenimus. 

The Waldenfes, the antient fathers of the proteftants, held 


HM they were to reft fiom labour on no day but the Lord’s day. 


neas Silvias. 
The rites and ceremonies of marriage, as expreficd in the 
office of marriage in the liturgy, do not appear to have been 


in ufe in thofe primitive times. It being decreed by Pope. 


Julius and Siricius, about the middle of the 4th century, 
That all marriages mult pafs the benediction of a prieft on pe- 
nalty of facrilege ; the office being taken from che papiils, 
and thole very reftraints laid upon marriage ; at what feafons 
people may marry, and when not, are taken out of the Romuiuih 
rubrick. Pope Clement having ordained that from Septua- 
gefima, after; from Rogation, till Whit-funday, and 
from Advent to Epiphany, marriage fhould be prohibited : 
and which doctrine of devils is tranilated from their rubrick 
into ours. 


As for bowing to the altar, and to the ealt, and atentrance - 


into churches and temples, they are reverences which feem 

to be fetched from an elder date; from the pagan idola- 
ters, and from whom the fuperttitious anticnts. and papifts 
had them, and we from them. Dr. Willet faith + the bow- 


ing at the altar, and name of Jefus, are fuperititious idola- 


As for ecclefiaftical orders and officers of the Lord arch 
bifhops, Lord-bithops, deans, arch-deacons, &c. and the 
fupremacy exercifed one over another in the chusch of Eng- 


land; they are fo far from having the flamp of primitive an- 


tiquity, that they are not to be found ena at leait for 
the three or four firft centuries. 3 
Dr. Stillingfleet } tells us after this manner, ‘* That 


whrtner ay fhould fucceed the apoitles in fupericrity of power 
over 


* Con. Afr. Can. 2. Tolet. 4. Can. 5. Brac. 2. + Synopfis of 


Popery. Pe 30 In his Irenicum, Ps 177° 
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over prefbyters, or all remain governing the church in an 


‘ing from the power and authority of Chrift as mediator, and 


Jate pieces, which may fully do it, one by Dr, Owen, ina 


Churches and Bifhops in the Primitive Times. 


to faints and angels. | | 


( 46 ) 


equality of power, is no where determined by the will of 
Chrift in the fcripture, which contains his royal law, and 
therefore we have no reafon to look upon it as any thing flow- 
fo not neceflarily binding to chriftians,’” 

And further affures us ‘* That epifcopal men cannot fhew 
by the word of God, neither by the praétice of the Apoftles 
nor fo much as by the primitive church, ‘that a minifter of — 
Jefus Chrift hath had any fuperintendency over feveral private 
churches ; orthata bifhop hath ordained minifters by his fole | 
and pare authority, as 1s now pra¢tifed in England; or that 
he who is not naturally invefted with any authority, fhould 
‘have the power to delegate others, and much more fecular 
perfons.”’ | 
And if any would be better fatisfied herci , there are two - 


book called, The Order and Communion of Evangelical C hurche 
es; and the other in a book called No evidence for Diocesan 


The primitive Fathers were _ dedication of churches 


Auftin faith, ‘* 1f we build achurch of ftones or wood unto 
any molt excellent angel, are we not accurfed and anathemae 
tized from the truth, and from thechurchof God, becaufe 
then we give unto a creature > that fervice which i is due unto 
God only?” * 

Erafmus upon Auftin’s words, hath in the margin marked 
thus—‘* ‘I his is done now to.cach one of the Divi or Saints ; ; 


“not a church erecied without fuch a dedication.” 


Pope Vitellianus brought in organs, and other mufical i n= 
fruments into the church, about the Sthcentury. 

-Rogation week, or Gauge-days, were ordained by Pope 
Leo A.D. 444, as faith Platina, Maffzus, and Polydore Virgil. 

Pope Zacharias in the year 737, ordained priefts-gowns, 


‘tippets, and four-cornered Chron. Achil, Fafcicul, 


Temp. | 
Pope 

* Cont. Maxim, lib. 16 Arg. xi, Spire Santto, + Bell. de bome 
oper. le Ce 7° % 
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(47) 
Pope Boniface ordained Wednefdays, F ridays and ty: ie 
days fafts; as faith Platina. 


And that A. D. 425, Pope Boniface ordained Vigils | 


or Saints-eves faits; as Virgil aad Pantaleon af. 


That which is called the Apoftles breed; was not, z as now In 


our liturgy, known i in the panes times, but has palt thro” 


great alterations. 
1. It is manifeft the fathers in the firft aves do give us the 


creed in other words, yet none of them giving us this form 
for above 300 years after Chrift. Ignatius, Irenzus, Origen, 
and Tertullian, wrote the churches faith, but none of them in 
this form. 

z. We have arch-bifhop Uther, that great fearcher into an- 
tiquity, giving usan account of the additions made to it, * 
viz. Maker of Heaven and earth, was anew addition, notin 
the antient copies. (2) Comccived is added; the old form is, 
born of the holy gboft. (3) The word Deadisadded. (4) 
Defcended Hell, is added ; (5) The name of God Almighty, 


to the article of Chrift’s fitting on the right hand of God. (6) 


Catholic, isadded to Holy Church. (7) Communion of Saints 
is added. And (8) Life everla/ling is added. And which 


| additions, faith the arch-bifhop, were not made at once, but — 


at feveral times. And he affirms likewife that the Nicene 
was as confidently, and more antiently — ‘the Apoftles 


As for the Athanafian Creed Quicungue ails &c. fathered 


upon Athanafius, bifhop of Alexandria, in the 4th age; it 


appears to be otherwife, and to haye no fuch ftamp of primi- 


tive for Dr. Burnetin his of the Reformation, 


informs us, ¢* That they went according to the received 


opinion, | that Athanafius was the author of that creed, which 


is now found not to have been compiled ’till near three ages 

after him,” | 

2dly, doth apprar that what was of pure antiquity, and 
in 


de Symbol. po 16. + Parte 26 be 163. 
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in ufein thofe firft centuries, viz. 2, +) and eS are either 


not ufed, or blotted out of the liturgy, having been hereto- 


fore in ufe. 
The Protefant Reconciler, + gives an account of the antient 


rites and ceremonies in ufe amongit the antient churches and 


fathers, now laid alide, viz. love-feafts, kifs of charity, dea- 
conefles, praying ftanding from Eatter "rill Whitfuntide, dip- 
ping, or plunging the baptized, yea the trine immerfion; 
ferring baptifm tll Rafter or Whitfunday ; exorcifm, fufla- 

tion, anointing the fick, chrifm, white-garments: Milk and 
honey tothe new-baptized; giving the eucharift to the infant. 
from the 3d, to the 12th century ; mingling water with the 
facramental wine; all cating of one loaf in the fupper;. 


to fend the eulogia or broken bread tothe abfent3; to re- 


ceive fanding, or in a table gelture; to pray for the dead, 
&ce. All which are rejected. And many of thefe, though in the 
common prayer in Edward the fixth’s time, laid afide, as 
the faid author tells us, concluding thus, t‘* Hence we may 
fee how vainly it is pretended that thefe ceremonies were re 
tained and impofed, to manifett the juftice and equity of the 
geforimation, by letting their enemies fee they did not break 
communion with them for mere indifferent things, or that 
they left the churca ot Rone no further than fhe left the an- 
tient church; whenit is manifelt, that we left off praying for 
departed Saints, the unction of the fick, the mixing water with 
the facramental wine, the chrifm, exorcifm, anoinung of the 
baptized perfon, breait, and the confecration ofthe 
eucharilt, and the baptifmal water, with | many other things 
which were ret in the anuient Caurch, the hiurgy 
of Edward 6th.’ 

Thus you fee, that notwithitanding the gteat cry of fym-= 
bolizing with primitive, antiquity, and not at all with the 
church of Rome, that the latter appears to be as true asthe © 


other is falfe; their liturgies, rites and ceremonies being 


as before faid acompofition of pagan, and papal inventions, with 
fome novel adcitions of their own, and primitive antiquity 
almoit wholly excluded. And it is very obfervable to confider 

what 


Pat 8. 231 =-299. TP. 298. | 
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| (49) | 
what aleerations have been made in Edward the 6th’s einpy, 
to gratify the Papitts, as omitting that claufe of the litany, 
From the Bifbop of Rome, and all bis detcflable enermities ; and 
that in the commination, Cur/ed be the worfhippers of images ; 
and have left out that exhortation, which is condemned as a 
molt vile abomination in their matles 5 where people gaze, 


but'do not communicate. 


Secondly. In the next place it will appear, that as we do 
not fymbolize with antiquity in cur rites and ceremonies, 
that we do fymbolize in moft, if not in all of them, with 


phe Popery, though fo pefitively denied by the learned. 


Which is manifeft, firtt, By the feveral particulars before 
mentioned ; for as the church of fingland doth not fymbolize | 
with primitive antiquity therein, asit is plain they do not, 


if our authors fpeak true, fo they do fully fymbolize with 


Popifh noveity, as the proofs make manifeit, both i In ent 
at the altar, crofs in baptifm, furplice, &c. 

Secondly, This fymbolizing with Popery in our rites and 
ceremonies, appears by what is fully owned and acknow- 


ledged by the parties themfelves. 


‘The principal part of worfhip, both as to matter and man- 
ner, performed in the church of England, is contained in the 


-rubrick, or fervice book, by law ettablifhed ; which in the 


beginning of the reformation, in Henry the 8th? 5 time, was 
no other than the Romifh liturgy, fome parts only being 
tranflated in Englif, viz. the creed, pater-nofter, ten com- 
mandments, and litany. Edward the 6th went farther, 


| tranflating it all into Englith, yet retained the fame fervice 


word for-word, except fome alterations ; for fo Mr. Fox tells 
us inthe King and Council’s letter to the Devonfhire men, 


- about the alteration of their mafs-book, who by the inftiga’ 


tion of their pricfts, had been ftirred up to rebellion ; ; wherein 
it is thus told them, as is recorded :* 
ss As for the fervice in the Englifh’ tongue, it perchance 
feems to you a new fervice; and yct indeed it is no other but 
the’old, the felf-tame words in Englith, for nothing is altered, 
bat to {peak with’ knowledge, that which was fpoken with 
ignorance, 


* Ads and Mons vol. 2. pe 11896 
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A | 
jencrance, only a few things taken out, fo fond, that it had 
been a fhame to have heard them in Englith. 
Some alterations were made afterwards in the 2d of Edward 
the 6th, and fome by Queen Elizabeth, and fome few by 
Bee King James; but the body and eflentials of it continued, 
and was preferved; for fo faith King Charles the 2d, in his 
preface to the Common Prayer, to the act of Uni- 
formity, in thefe words : | 
«© That we find that in the reigns of feveral princes Rice 
the reformation, the church, upon juft and weighty confidera- | 
tions her hereunto moving, hath yielded to make fuch altera-— 
tins in fome particulars, as in the -refpeétive term were 
% thought convenient, yet as the main body and effential, of 1¢ 
(as wellin the chiefeit materials, as in the frame and’ order 
thereof) have fill continued the fame unto this day, and do 
yet Rand firm and unfhaken, notwithftanding all vain at- 
tempts, and immpacn ous aflaults made againit it, by fuch men 


as were given to change.” 


In confirmation wheacof, you have the teftimony of King 
‘James, as Mr, Calderwood intorms us, who tells us, ¢ ‘That 
King James, in the exghth icilion of the general altembly 
held at Edinburgh, Avguit 4, 1590, faid thefe words in his 
fpeech io them, ** The kirk of Geneva what are they? They 
keep Pafch, and Yule [i.e., Fuller and Chriflmas] What au- 
thority’ have they in God's wo:d, and wherejii as there inftition? 
And as for our neighbour kirk of England, their fervice is an 
evilefaid mafs in E nglith ; they want nothing of the mafs but 
the liftings ; but that the kirk of Scotland wiis the fineit in the 
world.” 
| So that you have bh sckoowledgemesit and grant of bios 
Kings to the truth hereof, that the public worthip and fervice 
| of the Proteftant church of England, contained i in the Enelith 
: be Liturgy, and praciifed in the church, is the fame i in the main 
bedy and eflentials, chiefeit materials, frame and order, with 
that of the Popith ; and whoever will take the pains to fearch 
into the Popith breviary, ritual, mifial, and pentificial, which 
Jour comprehend their whole jhturgy, will find, though there 
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may be fome alterations and variations, in feveral particalars ; 
yetas the King grants, the fub‘tance, and chiefeit materials, 
order is the fame, and that ours is taken out of theirs, 
z. Collects, mattins, even-fongs, epiitles, gofpels, creeds, 
confecration, of facraments, baptifm 
of infants with goflips to anfwer fer them, kneeling at the 
altar, confefion, abfolution, confirmation, burial, matrimony, 
vilitation of the tick, ordination of arch-bithops, bifhops, &c. 
And which will appear particularly by what follows. 

Dr. Moore, in his Af;fery of Iniquity,* fays thus: ** For 
undoubtedly our heroical reformers did not, as is the ufc of 
fome, act out of neevithnefs and fpite, and pleafe their owa 
humour and ‘npecnobly of {pirit, as beiag part of the chatte 
{poule of Chrift; the true apoftolick church, the mother of 
us all, deals as a mother with all thofe that profefs themielyes 
in any fenfe children of Chrilt’s church’ ; and therefore would 
not have them divided more than needs; whence it 1s that 
out of a fpirit of charity and tender kindnefs, the in fome 
things, in themfelves indifferent, (and what indifferent things 
they are you have heard) humbly condefcended to fymbolize 
with that lapfed lady of Rome, to bring off her abufed para- 
mours to the true worfhip of God ; which condefcenfion, as is 
well known, took good effect for fome {pace of years, and the 
catholics joined in public prayer and fervice with us, [and 
avell they might, being, as our three Kings have granted, fo much 
their own, only in the Englifh tongue | till that harlot, that 
makes nothing of having her children divided, forcibly rent 
off the Englifh Roman Catholic from fo reafonable and chri- 
ftian a communion; and yet, does not our church ceafe to 
ufe this charitable courthhip and {weet condefcenfion towards 
them ftill, [ viz. yet /ymbolizing with her} to win them off to 
fuch a worthip, as is every way as graceful as their own.’ 

Dr, Stillingfleet, in his Jrenicum, { {peaks to this purpofe, 
‘© That the great reafon why our firft reformers did fo 
far comply with the Papifts, was to gain, and lay a bait for 
them, and which he hopes, was ~~ intended to be an hook 
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Th rdly, Vill not the fymbolizing with | appear 
i; more deedisctpd by comparing our divine fervice in the 
Common-prayer book and rubrick, with. their divine fervice 
in their Mafs-book and rubrick; and how much we have 
taken them for our pattern, and follow their direction in he 
perdicals ars following? | 

Firft, In the time when divine fervice and public worhhip i oe .. 
to he perfor med. | 
& | Secondly, In tlre divine fervice itfeif, ween is to be per- 
formed, | 

Third ly, Tn the rites and ceremonies, performed i in eine 
feryice and worlhhip. | 

As to the times of worthip; their and ca- 
Jendar divide the year into tealts, vigils, faits, and werking 
days: So we dotake ours direCtly from them, dividing our 
calendar by theirs, both as to feaits, vigils, fats, and work- 
ing days. It is true they have more than we, but all ours are 
found in theirs, and taken from them, as our ritual makes 
manifeft. For iniance: | 
Yheir feats are divided into and fixed: So dre 

ours. Their moveable feafs and holy- -days are, 

3. Their Eafter-d: ay, on which the refit depend, is always 
the firft Sunday after the firit full moon, which happens next 
after the 2iftof March; and if the full moon happens upon a 
Sunday, Eafter-day isthe Sunday after, wath | a vigil before:. 
So is onrs from them expreisly. 

2. Their Adven rpesey is always the nearett Sunday to, 


the feait of St. Ancrew, whether before or after, and to four 
Sundays atcer: Seo: 5 C urs direct! Ve 


rr? 


3. Their septuagetima 9 
4. Their Sexagehma Sunday wecks before Eafter: 
§- Their Quingu: fima Sund ay 7 So are ours, 
6. Vhetr Quadrapefima Sunday 
7. bpir Rogation Sunday 5 Weeks | 
8. Their Afceniion-day is 40 ( after Eafter; 
9. ‘Their Whitfunday, wath a vigil, 7 weeks 
| ro. Their T rinity Sunday is 8 8 weeks | 
And 24 Sundays after Trinity’ 


So are ours. 
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2. Their fixed feats are as follows : 


3. The Circumcifion of our Lord Jefus C Chrift, the firtt of 


22. 
230 
24. 


26. 


Their Sr. 


Janua rye 
‘The Epiphany, January. 
The Coaverfion of St. Paul, 25 January. — | 
The Purification of the Bleffed Virgin, witha vigil, 
2 February. 
Their St. Matthias, 24 February, with a vigil 1 it. 
Their Annunciation of the Blelied 5 March 
and vigil. 


‘Their St. Mark, 25 Avil. 


Their St. Philip and Jacob, 1 May. 

Their St. Barnabas, 11 June. 

Their Nativity of St. Jobe Baptilt, 24 jon and 
vigil. 


Their St. Peter, the 29 June, and vigil. 


Their St. ad the 25 July, and vigil. 
Bartholomew, 24 Augull, and vigil. 
Their St. Matthew, 21 September, and vigil. 


‘Their Sr. Michael, 29 September. _ 


60 ours; to which we add, and all Angels. 


. Their St. Luke, 18 Ofober, and vigil. 


Their St. Simon and Jude, 28 October, and vigil. 
. Their All-Saints, 1 November, and vigil. 
Their St. Andrew, 30 November, and vigil. 
heir St. Thomas, 21 December, and 
Their Nativity of our Lord, 25 December, and vigil. 
Their St. Stephen, 26 December. 
Their St. John the Evangclift, 27 December. 
Their St. Innocents, 28 December. 
Their Monday and Tuefday in Eafter-Week. 
Their Monday and Tuefday 3 in Whitfun- Week, 
So are ours direétly. 

Their davs of fafting. 


I. Their forty davs of Lent. re 
. Their Ember-Days, at the four feafons, being Wedmet. 


| deh, Friday, and Saturday, after the firft Sunday in ‘Lent, and 
the fcaft of the Pentecoil. September 14, and December 13, 
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2. Th heir three Rogatioa cays, being the Moadays, Tuefs— 
days and W ‘ednefdays before holy hurfda ay, or the Aicegtion 
of our Lord. | 


4. And all the Fridays in the year. So are ours In MAY 


manner. 

Thus do we iesholt lize expre(sly, or rather take them for 
our ritual and pattern, as to the times of worthip, ours being 
but a tran{cript of theirs, and which they practifed fo mauy 
hundred years before us. And of all which there 1s not ove 


word of dire&tion in all the New-Teftament, If it be faid, /i”o 


bath required all thefe feats, fatts, holy-days,.&c. at our banas ? 
muit we notfay, Our fovereign Lord, the Pope, who ordained 
all this fervice for us, to the denying the foy ereignty of Chrilt, 


as though he was not the only Mregivers being wifer than. 


what 1s written. 
If we mutt keep holy-days for all the Apotles;. and the 
other Saints of the Pope’s making, why not for the Patriarchs 
and Prophets? why not for St. Enoch, St. Seth, St, Noah, 
S:t.‘Abraham, St. Lot, St. Mofes, St. Job, St. David, St. Sa- 
nucl, St. Efay, St. Jeremy, &c.\? 
Secondly, In the divine ferviee itfelf, which to be per- 
formed at the prefixed times aforefaid: Which they have di- 
vided into mattins and even-fongs; and fo W e, after their ex- 
ample, appropriated tothe particular feaits, 
ces of baptim, mariage, burial, confirmation, 
Viiitation of the lick, churching of omen, &c. So we di- 
rectly. | $y } 
"The fubftance or matter of their fervice confilis in 


fait: hy vietils, 


or thort prayers, confeffions, abfolutions, preicript 
-Jeffons ef Pialms, Epittles, Gofpeis, Pro; dhets, fpocrypha, 


Litanies, Anthems, or Canticles, Comminations appropriated 
to the feveral offices above-mentioned, itis true, there may 
be fome variation inthe Colleéts and Lefipns, Litanies and 

Anthems, tho’ many times the very fame word for word, and 
to the days and occafions they appointed them. ‘Thefe fix 
Canticies are word for word from the Mafs-Book ; viz. 1. Be- 
wedicite omnia opera. 2. Benedictus Dominus Deus I/vael. 3. 


Magnificat anima mea. 4. Nunc dimittis. §. Quicungue vult. 
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| 6 Te Deum laudamus, with Gloria Patri; as they have die 

: to be repeated often, and after every Pfalm; and 

in Excelft and Pater Nofer is to be oficn repeated ia 

every oflice and exercife. 

Thirdly, in rites and ceremonies. 
Do they kneel at confeffion and abfolution? fo do we. 
Do they repeat the Pater Nof er, kneeling, after the pret! 

we. 

Do they ftand at Gloria Patri? fodo we. 
Do they ftand up and repeat the Apottles Creed ? fo do we. : 

Dothey repeat after the minilt erthe Kyrieelyjon, 

fait, kneeling : > fo do we. | 
Do they on the reading or finging Quicungue vault, or 

Athanafius’s Creed, ftand? fo do we. 

Do they on faying or finging litanies, - make refponfes by 
,the people ? fo do we. 

os | Do they kneel at the altar, when they partake of the Eu- 

charift, or Lord’s Supper? fo do we. 
Do they on the rehearfal of the ten commandments, kneel, 
afking mercy and grace after every command? fodowe. 
Do the prieft and people read the Pfalms alternately, verfe 
by verfe? fo do we. 
Do they fit at reading the leffons do we. 

1 Do they uncover themfelves in the churches? fo do we. 

Y Do they fing anthems, and canticles, and pfalms, and pray- 
ers with mufick, vocal and inilrumental; as organs, flutes, 
viols, &c.? fo dowe in our cathedrals. 

Dothey bow to the Eaft, and atthe name of Jefus: > fo do we. 

Of all which there 1s not one word -in the New ‘Ueltament. 

} ‘ourthly, Is there not a fymbolizing with Popery in the 
places of worfhip ? 

‘The places of our worfhip are either fuch as were built, and 
confecrated by the Papifts, which we took from them, re- 
taining the faints names they were dedicated to; as St. Mary, 
St. Peter, St. Paul, Ali-Saints; or fuch places as we have 
built by their example, pofited Exit and Weft; confecrated 
and dedicated to fome faint or ange!, and which we take 
be more holy than any other place, as they did; and give 
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great revezence by the uncovering the head, and bending the 
knee, and upon entrance into it, bowing to the and altar 
placed therein. And keep the annual feat of dedication, 
wake, or paganala, ais the Papitts and Heathens before them 
did. Ofall which not one word is faid in the New Teftament. 

hifthly, Do we not alfo fymbolize with them i in the priett. 
hood, who are principally to minutter j In thofe places of wor- 
thin ? 

ilave they fuperior priefts, viz. biftiond and arch-bifhops, 
jn the room of the heathen flamins and arch-flamins for facer- 
dotal fervice in provinces and diccetes ? fo have we. 

Have they inferior pricits, diftinguifhed by dignities, 
and fervices; as deans, chapters, prebends, arch- 
deacons, to miniflerin cathedrals; and patfons, vicars, and 
Curates to officiate in pariflies? fo have we. | 

Nave they proper difting uifhing habits for their clergy, and 


particular veluments for their miniftrations, as albs, fur- 


plices, chaiubles, amicts, gowns, maniples, zones, &C. 


ave we. 


which net one word is faidin ‘the Kew 
ae we do fymbolize with them in the Qrdination of the 


pricithood, take a brief parallel of the pontificials, viz. the 


| 


RKomith and the Englith. | 


Rexifo Pontipicial. | Pentificial. 
1. Vempora Grdinationum 1. We declare, that nodea- 


fant, &. ‘The times of ordi- cons or miniffers be ordained, 


ration are the fabbaths, 72 but only updn Sundays, im~ 
emnibus qvatuor temporibus:—— mediately fallowi: Jejunia 
Rem. Pontif. de Ordinibuscon-  cuatuor temporum, common! y 


ferendis. | | called Enber 
Can. Eccl.|Can: 31. 

Ord inationes Jfacrorum 2. Andthis be done in the 

Tine Ordination cathedral or| parith-church, 


ef hols sa fhall be in the 


times appointed, and. in the 
enthedral church, with the 


canons of the faid church 
beice prejent thereat, 
| | be 


Lbid. 


where the bifhop refideth, and 


in the time of divine fervice, 
in the prefence not only of the 
arche ~aeacon, but of the dean, 


3. And 
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Pontifictal, 

be publicly celebrated in the 
time of divine fervice.—J4i2, 
3. They are taken to the 
order of prefbyters, who have 
continued in the office ‘of a 
deacon at leaft a whole year, 
except for the profit and ne- 
ceiity of the church, it fhall 


otherwife feem good unto the 


bifhop,—Jéid. 

gel autem Sacerdo- 
Vibat|| But the bithop, priefts 
being adjoined to him, and 
other prudent men, fkilful in 
the divine law, and exercifed 


in ecclefiattical funétions, fhall 


diligently examine the per- 
‘fon’s age—of him that is to be 
ordained, 

Nullus ad Ordinem~—— 
None fhall be admitted to the 
order of a deacon before he 
be 23 years old, nor to the 

order of prefbyter before the 
25th year of his age. 


6. Archia-diaconis offerens. 
The arch-deacon prefenting 
— thofe who are to be promoted 
to the order of deacons (each 
of them being decently ha- 
bited) unto the bifhop, fitting 
in his feat before the altar, 
faying, Reverend Father 


7. The bifhop fhall afk, 
=—Take heed that the perfons 


"Do thou thew to be wor- 
thy ? 


Englifo Pontificial. | 


3. And here it muft be de- 
clared unto the deacon, that 
he mult continue in that of- 


fice the {pace of a whole year, 


except for reafonable caufes 
it fhould otherwife feem good 
unto the bifhop.— The back of 
ordering Priefts and Deacons. 
4. The bifhop, before he 
admit any perfon to holy or- 


ders, fhall diligently examine 


him in the prefence of thofe 


minifters, that affift him at the 
impofition of hands,—Caz. 35. 


5- None fhall be admitted 
a deacon except he be 23 
years of age, and every man 
which is admitted a prieft 
fhall be full 24 years old. 
The Preface to the Manner and 
of making priefis and dea- 
cons. 

6. The arch-deacon or his 
deputy fhall prefent unto the 


-bifhop fitting in his chair near 


to the holy table, fuch as de- 
fire to be ordained deacons 
(each of them being decently 


habited) faying, Reverend 


Father — 
7. The bifhop hall fay 
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Romifh Pontificial. 


thy? The arch-deacon fhall 


anfwer, ds much as human 
frailty fuffers me to know, I 
know and tepify that are 


worthy. 


8. The bifhop fhall {peak 

totheclergy and people, —If 
any one hath ought againtt 
thofe perfons, let him come 
forth, and with confidence, 
fpeak for God, and before 
God. 
Laftly, the bifhop takes 
and delivers to them all the 
book of the Gofpel, faying, 
Receive the power of reading 
the Gofpel in the church of 
God. 

10. The bithop hall fay, 


the minifters and chaplains 


anfwering, Lord have mercy 


upon us; O God, the father 


of heaven, have mercy upon 
us; O God, the fon, redeem- 
er of the world, have mercy 
upon us; That it may pleafe 
thee to blefs, fanéify, and 


 confecrate thefe cle&t. Re/p. 


We befeech thee to hear us, 
good Lord. 


nglifp Pontificial. 
avhom you prejent unto us be 
apt and meet for their learn- 
ing. —The arch-deacon fhall 


anfwer, I have enquired of 
them, and alfo examined them, 


and think them fo to be. 


8. Then the bifhop shall fay 


to the people—Brethren, if 
there be any of you who know- 
eth any impediment or nota- 
ble crime in any of thefe per- 


fons, let him come forth in the 


name of vee) and fhew what 
it iS. 

g. Then the bifhop fhall 
deliver to every one of them 
the New Teftament, faying, 
Take the authority to read 
the Gofpel in the church of 
Gea.” 


10. The bifhop, with the 
clergy and people, fhall fing - 


or fay the litany; O God, 
the father of heaven, have 
mercy upon us, miferable fin- 
ners; O God, the fon, re- 
deemer of the world, have 


mercy upon us; Thatit may 


pleafe thee to blefs thefe thy 
fervants.e Refp. We befeech 


_ thee to hear us, good Lord. 


| 


11. They fing one and the fame hymn, only the one is in 


Latin, the other in Englif. 


Veni Creator Spiritus, 
Mentes tuarum vil:ta, &c. 


Come Holy Gholt, our fouls 
infpire, | 

And lighten with celeftial fire. 

| sz. The 


| 
73: 3 ts 
* 
] 
£ 
a 
1 
vag 
3 
¥ 
-t 
Ye. 
\ 
| 

| 
“Wk 
Pa 
od 
eee 
1 


Romifp Pontificial. 


12. The bifhop fhall lay 


his hands feverally upon the 
head of each of them, kneel- 
ing upon their knees before 
him, faying to every one, 
Receive the Holy Ghoft; 

whofe fins thou doft forgive, 


they are forgiven; and whofe 


fins thou doh retain, they are 
are forgiven ; and whofe fins 


thou doft retain, they are re- 


retained, 


(397 


Englifh Pontificial. 


12. The bifhop hall lay 
his hands feverally upon the 
heads of every one that re- 


ceives the order of priett- 
hood, the receivers humbly 


kneeling upon their knees, 


and the bifhop faying, Re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoft; whofe 
fins thou doft forgive, they 


‘tained. 


+ The peace of God be 


always with you ; the blefling 
of God Almighty, the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
defcend upon you. 


13. The peace of God—~ 


And the blefling of God Al- — 


mighty, the Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoft, be amongft you, 


and remain with you always. 


Of all which progrefs there is not one word in all the New 


Teftament. 


_ And as a further confirmation of our fymbolizing with 
Popery in our rites and fervice, take a few inftances. 
Firft, That the Papifts not only fo long approved our li- 


turgy, and kept their communion in our church in that | 


_ worfhip, as before remarked from Dr. Moore; but alfo that 
_ the Popes themfelves have offered to confirm the fame, as 
Dr. Morton’s Appeal difcovers, and that Pope Pius 4th, and 

Gregory 13th, offered to Queen Elizabeth to confirm the 
Englifh liturgy, as Camden in the life of Queen Elizabeth 
teftifies. Dr. Boys produceth the Pope’s letter, and Briftow’s 


approbation in his 39th motive.* 


And the Jefuit Dr. Carrier faith, “* That the common 


_ prayer and catechifm contain nothing contrary to the Romith 


fervice.”? Montague afferts, that our fervice is the fame in 


moft things with the church of Rome, and that the differences 


are not fo great, that we fhould make any {eparation. nae 
more we have mentioned 1 ina book 


Two inftances 
Hz: called 


Explic. illuft. Pe 46 and 
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called The Prayer Unmafked.t One of a Jefuit, 
who coming not many years fince to the fervice at St, Paul’s, — 
declared he liked it exceeding well; neither had he any eX= 
ception to it, but that it was not dong by their priefts.” | 
The other, ‘* That upon the Pope’s bull that interdicted 


Q. Elizabeth, Secretary Walfingham procured two perfons 
to come into England from the Pope, to whom he fhewed the 


London and Canterbury fervice in their cathedrals i in all the. 
pomp of it; who thereupon declared, that they wondered the 
Pope fhould be fo ill informed, and advifed to interdict a 
Prince, whofe feryice and ceremonies fo fymbolized with his 
own; and therefore returning to Rome, they poflefled the 


Pope, that they faw no fervice, ceremonies, or orders in Eng- 


land, but might very well ferve in Rome ; eee the 


bull was recalled.” 


As to the taking of collects out of the insfe-tipok, ' it is faid | 
by the Refolwer,t ** That if thofe prayers are good, which 
he affirms to be very good ; ; then fuch a fymbolizing cannot 
make them bad.” 

which is replied, That the or of wor-. 
fhip and fervice, as to the matter and form, is to be mea- 
futed, not by our fancies, but by the rule of God’s word. 
But we do not find any fuch pattern of threds of prayers, or 
colleéts, to be faid or fung, though fuch things Pope Gre- 
gory found in the ritual of Numa Pompilius, which were 
faid or fungin their proceflions to their Gods, The Alcoran, 
Talmud, and Apocrypha may have, as we fuppofe, good 
things in them, as well as the pagan and papal mafs-books ; 


mutt we, therefore, put them into our prayers? 


Therefore, this kind of collecting, we mutt by his fentier, 
judge bad, becaufe it is not to be found in Chrift’s, but in 
the heathen and anti-chriftian plat-form, and as not being 
of divine, but of mere human i invention; and therefore havin 
been abufed to idolatry, ought to be rejected by | us, becaufe we _ 
are commanded not to take of the Babylonifh materials, 2 
corner, nor a fcundaticn Sone, Jer. li. 26. Not to make fuch 
a linfe medley in God’s Lev. XIX. 19. 
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Not to by the and by Malcham, Zeph. 1. 
being required to take heed to ourfelves, that we be not enfnareds 
and that we do not enquire, faying, How did thefe natjons Jerve 
their Gods? even fo will we do likewife: We are commanded 
not to do fo unto the Lord our God. But that whatfoever God 
commands, that we are to abjerve and do, not adding thereto, or — 

diminifbing therefrom. Deut. xii. 30,&c. 

‘The learned Macovius + fays, ‘¢ "That the facred rites of 
idolaters, though they be things in themfelves indifferent, are 
not to be retained, becaufe all conformity with idolater's is to 
be avoided.” \As alfo faith Zanchy, Junius, Calvin, Beza, 
Mollerus, Danzus, yea Lyra, though a papilt. 

 Obj.—** But what do you fay to the Lord’s-prayer? muft we 
forbear that too, becaufe we find it in their ma{s book ? though 
fo politively enjoined by Chrift to ufe it, who bids us exprefs- 
ly, Luke xi. 2. that when we pray, we fhould fay, Our Fa- 
ther, &e. Therefore whoever'will pray it, or neglect it; we 
mutt pray that Pye 3 fet-form of prayer, in thofe very words, 

when we pray.” 

‘To which we fay, That it is a great miftake, to fappole, 
that Chriftin this fcripture has appointed this to be a fet-form 
to be prayed by all in thefe prefcript words, when we pray unto 

God; for then it would be unlawful to ufe any other words 
than thefe herein exprefled in our prayers; and that the dif 
ciples and a poitles finned in ufing other words in their prayers 
of which we read in {cripture 5 and fo the church of — 

in forming fo many colleéts and prayers. 
 2dly. The church of Rome and England alfo are great — 
tranfgreffors, to prefume to vary from Chrift’s precept in al- 
_ tering or adding to the form of words exprefied by Chrift in 

- Luke xi. for fo they have done: they fay, Forgive us our tre/- 
pais, as we forgive them who tre/pa/s againft us; when there 
are no fuch words in Chritt’s prayer: His words are Forgive 
us our fins (or opuiriparar) for we alfo forgive every ont 
that is indebted tous. And alfo the doxology, which is not in 
this prayer, Luke xi. But you will fay, as to the doxology, 
Ait is erateted by Chritt, at the end of the fame Peay er in his 


fermon 
On xix, 19. | 


4 
~ 
4 


fermon on the mount, vi. is true, it is fo, 
where he delivers this prayer notas a fet form but a pattern 


of prayer, Afier this manner pray ye, Brus, to this purpofes 


and which is an explanation of what he fays, Luke xi. z. 
when ye pray, fay,, Our Father; thatis, after this manner; | 
and which can only be a warrant to the church of England, ; 
or any other, to make fuch alteration; Chrift no more in- 
tending to tye the difciple, who defired to be inftruéted how | 
to pray, to this form of words, nor any other difciple, than 
he did the twelve difciples, when he fent them to preach with — 
, this word of command, Mat. x. 7. Preach, Saying, T he hing dom 
Heaven is at hand; and that they fhould thereby be tyed to. 
thofe very words in their preaching, and preach nothing 
elfe: But as this was given as a text or theme to preach by, 
fo the other to pray by. The difciple who propofes the 
- quettion, v. 1. defires that they might be taught to pray, as 
Jobn taught his difciples ; ; but fuch a fet form of prayer we 
find not, that John in his teachings gave to his difciples ; 
neither do we find that any of Chriit’s difciples, or apoftles, | 
did pray this very prayer; to which our expofitors agree. __ 
Grotius * fays, ** That Chrift herein teaches us a compen- 
dium of thofe things we are to pray for: At that time they 


_ were not bound to the ufe of fo many words and fyllables.’” 


As alfo Tertullian, Cyprian, Mufculus, Cornelius A’Lapide ; : 
and Auitin himfelf faith, Liberum ef7, it is free for us to afk 
the fame thing i in the Lord’s Prayer, /iis, argue aliis verbis, 


fometimes one way, fometimes another. 


Doth not St. Paul tell us exprefsly, He knew not what te 
pray for but as the fpirit gave him utterance? Rom. viii. But 
he did know whatto pray for, if this was " be his prefcript 
from. 

Tertullian faith, They prayed without a 
monitor [or common prayer book. ] And Socrates tells us, 
That among all the chriitians of that age, {carce two were to 
be found that ufed the fame words in prayer, | 

Chryfofiom+ faith, «* With other gifts, they had the gift of 
_ ‘prayer, which’ was alfo called the fpirit, and he who had this 

| gift, 
Luke si,2, On Rome “Hem. 14 
| | | 
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gift, did pray for the whole multitude, for what was expe- 


dient unto the church; and did alfo initruct others to pray.” — 
_ And though we find neither Chrift, nor his apoftles, impofed — 
_ this, or any other form of prayer to be ufed by us, but that we 
pray in the fpirit, and praife in the fpirit, and that God being 
_ afpirit, feeketh and accepteth fuch worthippers, yet we find 


the Popes and their Councils impofing this, and other liturgical 
forms. \ 


The council of Toledo, A. D. 618, decreed in the oth 


canon, That every day both in public and private worthip, 


_ none of the clergy omit the Lord’s-prayer, under pain of de- 


| 


pofition ; fince Chrift hath prefcribed this /aying, When ye 
pray, fay, Our Father, Fc. And how formally an@carnally, 


if not idolatroufly, has the Pater-noffer been muttered over 
_by the fuperftitious papifts ever fince ! 


And may we not enquire, Whether in the following par- 
ticulars, we do not fymbolize with the Romith worthip 
herein ? 

1. By enjoining and impofing this as a fet- form, as they 


_ do, without the fanction of ae, facred text to warrant our fo 
doing. 


2. By an often repetition of the fame form in the fame ex- 


 ercife, three or four times at leaft, infomuch that in cathe- 


dral fervices, it is faid or fung, ten or twelve times a day, 
contrary to Chrift’s exprefs words Mat vi. 7. 7 hat when we 


pray, we fhould not make vain repetitions, as the heathen do ; for 


they think they fhall be heard for their much Speakin le 


3. By enjoining the whole congregation, both inca and — 
women, to repeat the fame after the pricit, though no fuch | 


direction by Chrif; nay, he forbids women to pray or pro- 
phefyin the church, 1 Cor. xix. 34, &c. 

4. In finging this prayer in cathedrals, by tefpcafi of 
prieft and people with mufic, without the leaft divine autho- 


rity for fuch /oxg praying. 


The Rejolver coes on Our brethren furely will allow 


of reading the fcriptures as they do, viz. Epiftles, Golpels, 
and Pfaln);.’’ 


Te 


q 
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following reafons : | 


© Service-Bock are mif-tranflated, being taken from the corrupt 
-volgar Latin bible, which 1s fo extreme faulty, and fo much 


‘than what the evaneelifts intended in their Gofpels, or the 


have fo adulterated Chrift’s pure worfhip ‘and fervice, to patch 


priating the Epiltles, Gofpels, and Pfalms to the mattins and 


copy itis fufpe&ed we imitate, makes mention. 


‘canonical Scriptures, as the greateft part of Leviticus, Ruth, 

Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
of John, and mot part of the Revelations; inftead of which 
feveral parts of the Apocryphal writings are read, which are 

_efleemed by the learned to be fabulous, and favouring of 
the too much adored vanities of gentilifm. 


| fcriptions of the Pfalms, which are part of the holy fcrip- 


ries in the Pfalms, and inftead of them retain the Popith Jatin 
‘titles, printed over our Englith | 


To which we fay, We do furely allow of | reading the fctipe 
tures, but not as they do; efpecially in thofe Epiftles, Gof- 
pels and Pfalms which are given ‘us in for the 


I. the Epittles, Gofpels, ahd Pfalms in the 


complained of by the learned, both Proteftants and others. 


2. Becaufe what they cal! Epiftles and ofpels, are fo cur- 
tailed and mangled, that they become quite another thing 


apottles in their [pities, altogether ruining the fcope and 
connexion in divers places, as may be,inflanced in nume- 


| 


rous particulars, if need were. 5 
3. Beeaufe they have been the invention of Popes, who 


up their idolatrous mafs-fervice, which! Gregory called the 


Great compleated, as before obferved ; fixing and appro- 
even- fongs throughout the year, as the Romifh calendar, whofe 

4. That whilft it is fuppofed, we may | be inftruéted in the 
Jefons ordered to be read on the Sundays, and holy-days, 
through the whole year, they have omitted fo much of the 


Chronicles, Nehemiah, Efther, Canticles, Lamentations, 


the fecond epifile to the Thefalonians, the fecond and third 


5° Berdufd they have omitted all the original titles or in= 


tures, which have fo great a tendency to unfold the myite- 


6. Becaufe 
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a Becan fe of thofe additions which were madeto the Scrip- | 


tures therein, as tothe 14th Pfalm, three whole verfes which 
are not in any ofthe original copies; and Gloria Patri to the 
conclufion of feveral Pfalms, ordering it to be faid at the 
reading of every pfalm, contrary to Deut. iv. 2. Prov. XXX» 
6. Rev. xxii. 18. 

7. Becaufe the Epiftles and Gofpels are ‘ederal to be has 
as well as faid, without the leaft warrant or dire¢tion from 
the Scriptures. 


| 8. Becaufe it is ordered in the rubtick, to fit at the reading 
of the Epiftles, and to ftand up, to bow, {crape, and re- 


-fpond/at the Gofpels, without any warrant or direstion from 


the Scriptures. | 
9. Becaufe of the diforderly chopping and interchanging 


of Scriptures by way of colloquy, betwixt the prieft and the 


people. The Lord be with thee, muft the prieft fay; And with 


thy /pirit, muft the people fay: Open our lips, muft the prieft 
fay; And let our mouths Joew forth thy praise, mutt the people 


fay, And bandying fo often the Kyrieeleifon, Chryfteeleifon, 
Lord have mercy upon us: Chrift have mercy upon us, betwixt 


prieft and. people: For which there is no rule or direétion, in 
God’s word, but exprefsly found in the mafs-book. __ 
How faulty the liturgy appeared in many of thefe things, 
to many learned epifcopal divines, is manifeft by that paper, 
which .was drawn up A. D. 1641, touching innovations, in 
the doétrine and difcipline of the church of England, toge- 


ther with confiderations upon the Common Prayer; and fub- 


{cribed by arch-bifhop Uther, Dr. Williams, bifhop of Lin- 
‘coln, Dr. Prideaux, afterwards~ bihhop of Worcefter, Dr. 

Browning, afterwards bifhop of Exeter, Dr. Hacket, after- 
wards bifhop of Litchfield and Coventry, Dr. Ward, Dr. 
Featly, &c. and prefented to the parliament; wherein they 
give thirty-five exceptions againft feveral things in the li- 


‘turgy: and amongft others, againft the corrupt tranflation of . 


the Epittles, Gofpels, and Pfalms; againft the Apocrypha 
enjoined to be read in the leffons; againft finging of fervice ; 


| againtt adding Gloria Patri to the Pfalms; againft the hymns : 


‘Saken 0 of the mafs-book, Benedicite omnia opera, &c. againft 


) 
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| ( 66 ) 
priefts veftments, enjoined as were ufed, 2 Edward 6th ; ae 


-gainit the fign of the crofs in baptifm, which was heretofore 
its concomitant afore they went always together; againit 


hibiting times of marriage, &c. 


"Another objeétion which we here add, is this; ‘* That it 


may well be fuppofed, that the Non-conformifts are very 
humourous in their groundlefs and unneceffary fcruples, whilft 


they are offended with the church, for her antient and reve- 


rend prattice of bowing at the name of Jefus, enjoined in 
the 18th Canon ; and for which they have that pofitive direc- — 
sion and command, Phil. 11. 10.” 
It is very true, they are indeed offended at that picce, as 
they conceive, of voluntary humility and will-worfhip, be- 
caufe there is no more ground for bowing at the mentioning 
of that name, either from that or any other fcripture, than for 
crofling oOurfelves when that name isnamed. 
For 1. If it be a command, as fuppofed, univerfally to bow 
at the mentioning thefe fyllables, and that name Jefus, then 


‘are all both in heaven, earth, and under the earth, mien, 


angels, and devils obliged thereto, whenever that name i’ 
mentioned; be it either by a wicked man’s blafphemoufly 
{wearing by it, ora drunken prieft’s prophanely muttering 


_ it, or the mentioning Jefus the fon of Sirach, or Bar-Jefus, 


the conjuror. | 
And 2. If the fuppofed command muft be underftood to 

relate to the naming the name of our bleffed Redeemer; it 

mutt then” be confidered which of his names muft be meant, 


“becaufe he has many names in Scripture, as Chrift, Immanuel, 
Jehovah, Wonderful, The Everlafting Father, Saviour, Re- 
daemer, San of God, Prince of Peace, King of Kings, Lord of 


Lords, &c. any of which being much more properly to be 
underftood: here, than this of Jefus; becaufe it is atthe name 
of Jefus; thatis, fome name of his, and not the name Jefus, 
thatistobe bowedto, = 

_ 3+ Neither can that name be fuppofed to be meant here, 
becaufe it relates to a name the Father gave him after his 


_ death, fufferings and exaltation, as the words make mani- 


fet; and therefore, not that name Jefus which was given 


q > 
| 
| 
| 
t 
4 
= 
‘ 
7 
/ | 
j 
f 


+ 
| 


him at his circumcifion, before his fufferings and exal- 


tation. | 
4. Norcan this fenfe be admiteed as a literal command, 


that all muft bow the knee at the name, becaufe at the fame 


A, time, all who make that reverence with the knee, are en- 


joined with their mouths to declare that he is Lord, to the glory 


of God the Father ; for they are joined together, and why 
 fhould not one be performed as well as the ogher ? 


Therefore, 5. It does neceflarily refj pect another thing, than 


_ reverencing the fyllables ofa name, that is to fay, that power, 
| authority, and fovereignty, which the Father gave him in glory, 
as a reward of his futferings, which he himfelf declared after — 


his refurrection, Matt. xxviii. 18. That all power was given 


him in heaven and earth, This bowing at the name of Chrift 


> 4n this place being by the prophet Ifaiah* explained of a fub- 

je&tion of all to the univerfal authority that he fhall exercife. 
__‘Name often fignifying power in Scripture. t And therefore, 
is this very fubjection mentioned in the text of an univerfal 


bowing the knee to his authority, referred to the judgment. 
day, when all, men, angels and devils, muft be fubject_to 
him, Rom. xiv. 11. And it is obfervable, that the words 
are iv T@ ovopars Ince, In the name, not at the name of Telus; 
that is, In his power and authority, being not a command, 


‘but a prophecy when it thall be fulfilled and accomplithed ; 


when there fhall be that univerfal fubjeftion to the fove- 


reignty of Chrift, That every tongue foall confe/s that be is Lord, 


to thé glory of God the Father, asthe after words mention; 
And which fhall be, when he fhall exert that power that is 
inherent in him, to /uje@ all nations to his authority ; when 


the takes to himfelf bis great power, and reigns; when the king- | 


doms of this eworld foall become the kingdoms of our Lord; when 
upon bis vefture and upon bis thigh feall be a name written, 
of Kings and Lord of Lords; and when all fhall be ga- 
thered before him in the judgment-day ; ; which I conceive, is - 
the true genyine fenfe and meaning of thefe words, and no 
~ fach thing as a fuperftitious bowing at the fyllables of that 
name ingended ; which has been fo univerfally praétifed, and 

I 2 joined, 


* Ch. 24. Deute xxvi. 12. ge Pf, xliv. 
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enjoined, to the juft offerce of the conf{cientious, who have 
not an implicit faith, to believe as the church believes. 
Fifthly. Their fymbolizing with Popery i in their impofi- 
tions, and perfecutions of Diffenters. 
_ Have, and do the Papifts violently impofe their rites, fer- 
vices and ceremonies, and cruelly perfecute the Diffenters, by 
confifcations, imprifonments, and death itfelf? Do not we 
by our fanguinary laws and executions of them, do the very 
fame? And for which there is not one word of warrant in all 
the New Teftament. And how agreeable fuch a practice is to” 
 , the lamb-like nature of Chrift, his difciples and followers, as 
y alo to the doétrines and fentiments of many of your own wor- 
thies, as well as the fuffrage of feveral of our Kings and Pare 
lhaments, judge you. And of which, | 
I beg leave to give you the following inflances. We fhall 
begin with the famous Jewel,t who takes it out of ‘Chry- 
foltomt: ‘* Does the fheep ever perfecute the wolf; no, but. | 
the wolf the fheep; fo Cain perfecuted Abel, not Abel Cain; ; | 
fo IthmaeY perfecuted Ifaac, not Ifaac Ithmael ; fo the Jews 
Chrift, not Chrift the Jews; fo heretics the Chrifians; not 
Chriftians heretics. Whereby (faith Jewel) he plainly im- — 
plies, That perfecution for confcience fake is a very unchri- 
‘ftian, or antichriftian fymptom.”" And {martly again in the 
fame Homily. ‘* He that is a perfecutor is no fheep of 
Chrift’s, but a wolf; which fhould make any man afraid to 
feel any perfecuting motion arife in his breaft, as being indi« 
cations of a Cainifr, Yomaclitifo, and Wolffe nature, and a 
_ certain fign that he is none of the fheep of Chrift.” 
4 | The learned Dr. Moore* hath many plain and pertinent. 
| | pailages to this point, afferting, ‘* That it is an antichriftian 
ufe of church government to direé& it to the upholding of 
—ufelefs or mifchievous opinions, fcandalous and 
enfnaring inventions of men. And what is'it but a noto- 
rious {pecimen of pride, thus to force others to acknowledge, 
by making them profefs to be of their opinion ; and what but 
injuitice and barbarous cruelty, to afflict men for what they 
cannot help, and in what they do not fin? ‘And what but 
plain 
Apol. pe 5436 Hom. Mats xxix. of Godlinefs, Pref. y 
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2 plete rebellion againft God, to wet his fceptre out of his 


hand, by which he ruleth in the confciences of men, and to- 


 gfurp his empire to themfelves ? And again, A mutual agree- 
ment in bering with one another’s diffents, in the non-fun- 


damentals of religion, is really a greater ornament of Chrifti- 


 anity, than the moft exact uniformity imaginable, it being 


- aneminent exercife of charity, the flower of all chriftian 


| graces, and the bett way, I think, atthe long run, to make 
the church as uniform as. can juftly be defired.”” Thus far 
the Dr. ‘To this purpofe alfo the great Chillingworth * fays, 


| ies prefumptuous impofing of the fenfes of men on the 


general words of God, and laying them on men ’s con{ciences to- 
gether, under the equal penalty of death and damnation ; this 
vain conceit, that we can {peak of the things of God, better 
- thanin the words of God ; this deifying our own interpretations, 


and tyrannous sfondi them on others; this reftraining of 


the word of God from that latitude and generality, and the 
- underftandings of men from that liberty wherein Chrift and 
his Apoiiles left them, is, and hath been the only foundation 
| oF the fchifm of the church, and that which makes them im- 
mortal ; the common incendiary of Chriftendom, and that 
which tears in pieces, not the coat, but the bowels and mem- 


thefe walls of feparation and all will quickly be one; take 
away this perfecuting, burning, curfing, and damning of 
‘men, for not fubfcribing to them as the words of God; let 
thofe leave claiming infallibility who have no title to it; and 
let them who in words difclaim it, difclaim it alfo in their 
actions : In a word, take away tyrazny, which is the devil’s 

inftrument to fupport errors, fuperttitions, and impicties in 
the feveral parts of the world, which could not otherwife 
long withftand the power of truth; I fay, take away ¢yramny, 
and reitore the chriftians to their juft and full liberty of cap- 
tivating their underitandings to {cripture only; and.as rivers 
when they have a free paflage, run all to the ocean; fo it may 
well be hoped by God’s blefling, that univerfal liberty thus 
moderated, may quickly — Chrifendom to pezce and 
unity. 


Rel. cap. 4) fei. 16. 


| bers of C hrift, Ridente Turca, nec dolente Judeo: Take away — 


; 
\ 
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unity.  Thefe thoughts of peace, Iam perfuaded, come from 


the God of peace, and to his blefling I commend them.’’ | 

This book of Mr. Chillingworth’s was licenfed by R. Baye ‘ 
ly, vice-chancellor of Oxford, Dr. Prideaux, Reg. 
Dr. Fell, and Dr. Stradling. | 

And Dr. Stillingfleet, moft excellentip.in the Preface to 
his Jrenicum tells us to the fame purpofe, ** That Chritt, 
who came to take away the infupportable yoke of the Jewith 
ceremonies, certainly did never intend to gall the necks of 
the difciples with another inftead of ic; and it would be ~ 
ftrange, the church would require more than Chrift himfelf 
did, and make more conditions of communion than our fa~ 


viour did of difciplethip. | 
The grand commiflion the apoftles were fat | out with, was 


only to tedch what Chrift had commanded them, not the Tea 


intimation of any power given them, to impofe, or require any 


thing beyond what he himfelf had fpoken to them, or they 
were directed to by the immediate predonee of the Spirit of 
God. 

And again, That without the main of all 
the diftradlions, confufions, and divifions of the chriftian 
world, hath been by adding other enatition of church com~- 
munion than Chrift hath done.” 

And {peaking of the grand reafon our frf compilers of the 
Commen Prayer had for taking fo much of the popith fervice, 


which was to gain over the papifts to them, defires that their 
_ charity therein to the papifts, may not bea breach of ny 


to the proteitants. His words are thefe ; 

‘* And certainly, thefe holy men, who did feek by any” 
means to draw in others at fuch a diftance from their princi- 
ples as the papifts were, did never intend, by what they did 
for that end, toexclude any truly tender confciences from their 
communion ; that which they laid as abait forthem, was never 
intended by them, asa hook for thefe of their own profeffion.”® 

Dr. Taylor in his Dudor Dutitantium, tells us wittily, that 
fora trifling caufe to cut off aman, (which our lay chancellors 
Se familiarly do) from the communion of the church, isto do 


_ asthe man in the who a Ay upon his neighbour’s 


forehead, 
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forehead, went to beat it off with a hatchet, and fo ftruck out 

his brains, 

-Dr. Tillotfon in his Sermon before the Parliament, on Luke 

ix. 55. Ye know not what manner of fpirit ye are of. Which 
is as if he had faid; You ownyourfelves to be my difciples, 


do you, ‘confider what fpirit now acts and governs you? 


hot that furely, which my doctrine defigns to mould and 

fafhion you into, which is nota furious, and perfecuting, 

and deftruétive fpirit, but mild, aad gentle, and faving; ten- 
der of the lives and interefts of men, even of thofe who are 

- our greateft enemies: You are to confider, that you are not 
~ now under the rough and four difpenfation of the law; but 
under the calm and peaceable inftitution of the gofpel; to 
_ which the fpirit of Elias, though a good man, would be al- 
together unfuitable, but under the gofpel intolerable ; for 
_ that defigns univerfal love, and peace, and ‘good will: and 
now no difference of religion, no pretence of zeal for God 
and Chrift, can warrant and juftify thy paffionate and 
thy vindiétive and exterminating fpirit.” 

To thefe we might add the worthy fayings of arch- bifhop 
Uther, the bifhops Davenant, and Hall, with which the late 
worthy author of the Proteftant Reconciler hath furnifhed us, 
and many more; but le: thefe fuffice ; only for a conclufion 


take a paflage of the Lord Caftlemain’s, a great Papift, in’ 


_ his book againft Dr. Floyd. 


*¢ Sure thefe men that perfecute others, are befide them- 


felves ; for if they fhould go but to reckon themfelves up to- 


That they have not much reafon to reproach the Roman Ca- 


-tholics for the Parifian maffacre, that of Ireland, and the 


ed ‘gun-powder plot on the 5th of November, 1605, fince that 
thefe maffacres were committed only on thofe perfons whom 


Rome had anathematized and profcribed as hereticks and 


apoftates; and it was never known, that Rome perfecuted, 
tas the bithops do, thofe who adhere to the fame doétrine and 


faith and eftablithed an againgt 
| | the 
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gether, with all their adherents they would find they are not os 
the fixth part of the reformed people in England ;” And adds, 
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‘the bigots fats them, nor againft the profeffors of the ric. 


eft piety.”” 
And in another place hie peaks 0; this purpofe. ‘* That . 
however the prelates complain of the bloody perfecution under 


~ Queen Mary, it is manifeft their perfecution excecds it; for. 
‘onder her, were not more than two orthree hundred actually 


pet to death : Whereas, under their perfecution, there has been 
above treble that number, ftifled, deftroyed, and ruined in 
their eflates, lives, and liberties, being, (as is molt remark- 


able) men forthe moft part of the fpirit and principle with | 


thofe who fuffered under in Queen 


Mary’s time.’ 


In the next place, asa further witniel againft impofition 
and perfecution: take the following declared fen ac, and fut- 
frages of feveral of our kings. 

Bede® us, that King Ethelbert he pro- 
fefled the chriftian religion, that he would compel none; 
having been inftruéted, that it was contrary to the chriftiap * 
religion, which ought to be voluntary, not compulfive.”’ 

King James affirmed, + that ‘* For concord, there is no | 


‘mearer way than diligently-to feparate things neceflary from 


unneceffary, and beftow all our labour, that we may agree in 


_ the things neceflary, and that in things unneceflary, which 


are moft of the rites and ceremonics, there may be achriflian 
liberty allowed.”’ 
King Charles the 1ft, in his Decharitile, 1644, faith thus, 


© As for differences amongft ourfelves, for matters indifferent 


in their own nature concerning religion, we fhall in tender- 
nefs toany number of our loving fubjects, very willingly com- 


ply with the advice of our parliament, that fome law may be 


~made for the exemption of tender confciences, from punifh- 


ment or perfecution for fuch ceremonies, and in fuch cafee 


which by the judgment of moft men ave held to be matters 
indifferent.”’ 


King Charles the 2d, in his Declaration from Breda, April © 
4, {peaks thus; ‘‘ We do declare a liberty to tender con- 


_iciences, and that no man. fhall be difquieted or called i into 


queftion 
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gueftioa fae difzrences in opinion which do not difturb the 
peace of the kingdom,” Which was alfo the occa fenfe 
of moft of the nobility and gentry atthat time; to which 
they fubfcribed their names. 

Which he alfo often inculcates in his Fi sh ad O&. 25, 
1650, We doagain remember what we have for faid 
from Breda, for the liberty of tender confciences.”” 

And again, in his Speech May 8, 1661, ‘* l do value my- 
felf much upon keeping my word, upon making es what- 


ever I promifed to my fubjects.”’ 


And again, July 8,_16651, Reminds his promife, as alfo 


what the Lords had promifed to the fame purpofe, at that 


fame time afore-mentioned, which his Majefty calls an ho- 


nelt, generous, and chriftian declaration, figned by the moft 
eminent fufferers among them; telling them he would not 


have it be in any man’s power to charge him, or them, with — 


the breach of their words and promifes; which would be no 


good ingredient for their future fecurity. 
And in his Declaration, Dec. 26, 1662. ‘** We will re- 
member the confirmations we have made of them, upon feve-~ 


| weral occafions in parliament; and as alfo thefe things are 


‘ftill frefh in our memory, fo are we ftill firm in the refolution 


of performing them tothe full. And we do conceive our- 
felves fo far engaged in honour, and in what we owe to the 
peace of our dominions; which we profefs we can never 


think fecure, whillt there fhall be a colour left to the mali- 


cious and difaffeéted, to inflame the minds of fo many multi- 


tudes upon the fcore of confcience, with defpair of ever ob- 


taining the effect of our promifes for their eafe.” 
In his Speech to both Houfes, Feb, 10, 1667, he declares 
thus: ‘* One thing more I hold, myfelf obliged to recom- 


mend unto you at this prefent time, which is, that you 


would ferioufly think of fome courfe to beget a better union 
and compofure in the minds of my proteftant fubjects, in 
matters of religion, whereby they may be induced, not only 


to fubmit quietly to the government, but alfo cheerfully give 


their affitance to the fupport of it,” And, 


In his Declaration of Indulgence, Mar. 15, 1671, he fays, 
That 
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" That it was evident, by the fad experience of twelve years, 
that there was very little frit of all thofe forcible courfes, 
and many frequent ways of coercion that we have ufed, for 
the reducing of all erring, or diffenting perfons,” | 
Again, In his Speech to both Houfes, 1678. ‘*I meet you 
here with the moft earneft defire that man can have, to unite 
the minds of all my fubjeéts both to me, and one another, 
and refolve, it fhall be your fault if the fuccefs be not fatta- 
ble to my defires.”’ Pe 
Upon which, the parliament, 10, 1680, their 
inclination and known experience, as well as in obedience to | 
his gracious direction, did, for the relieving and better unit- 
ing all his Proteftant fubjects, declare in the vote, memine 
contradicente, ** That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that the 
profecution of Proteflant Diffenters upon the penal laws, is at 
this time grievous to the fubject, a weakening the Proteftant 


intereft, an encouragement to Popery, and dangerous to the 


peace of the kingdom.” And Nov. 6, 1680, refolved, mne- 
mine contradicente, ** Thatit is the opinion of this Houfe, that 
the aéts of parliament made in the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
and King James againft Popifh recufants, ought not to be 


extended againft Proteftant Diffenters, having divers laws 


under confideration, as his Majefty direéted, for the relieving, 
compofing, and uniting of Proteftants.’’ A bill having pafied 
both houfes for the repealing the 35th of Elizabeth. __ 
Thas you fee that impofition and perfecution forconfcience _ 
fake, does not only fymbolize with antichrift, but is the high- 
eft contradiction to the name, nature, gofpel, and followers 
of Chrift, a violent infringer of the law and light of nature, 


__ of doing to others, as we would be done unto; as well as the 


royal law of loving our neighbour as ourfelves ; and in utter 
enmity, not only to thofe worthy fentiments of our learned 
and great men, but of our latter kings and parliaments. 

As a farther ratification and confirmation, that our Englith 
fervice and ceremonies'was from the Popifh race and fuccef- 
fion ; take the following hiftorical account, given us by fome 


eminent writers, and famous fons of the Cherch of Eng- 
land. 


Camden, 
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Camden, in his Life of Queen Elizabeth, affures us, ** That 
the change of religion was not in her time fuddenly made, 
but by little and little, by degrees, for the Roman religion 
continued in the fame ftate it was at firft, a full month and | 
more after the death of Queen Mary. The 27th of Deceme — 
ber it was tolerated to have the Epiftles and Gofpels, the 
Commandments, the Symbol, the Litany, and the Lord’s 
Prayer in the vulgar tongues The 22d of March, the par- 

 liament being affembled, the order of Edward 6th was re- 
_ eftablithed, and by an aé& of the fame the whole ufe of the 
_ Lord’s Supper granted under both kinds. The 24th of 
June, by the authority of that which concerned the unifor- 
mity of public prayers, and adminiftration of the facrament, | 
the facrifice of the mafs was abolifhed, and the liturgy in the 
Englith tongue more and more eftablifhed. In the month of 

July the oath of allegiance was propofed to the bithops, and 
other perfons; and in Auguft, images were thrown out of - 
the temples and churches, and broken and burnt.” | 

Thus far Camden gives us the fteps that Queen Elizabeth 
took in the Reformation, what fhe caft off by degrees, and fo 
confequently, what fhe retained; which was the reft of the 
_Popith rites and ceremonies, for which the had a great love, 


| and therefore made no further alteration. 


And Bithop Burnet, in his Hifory of the Reformation, gives 
us the following account. 

Queen Elizabeth received fome impreffions in hed fa- 
ther’ sreign in favour of fuch old rites as he had ftill retained, and 
in her own nature loving ftate and fome magnificence in reli- 
gion, as well as in every thing elfe, fhe thought, that in her 


-brother’s reign, they had ftripped it too much of external 


ornaments, and had made their dottrine too narrow in fome 
points, therefore fhe intended to have fome things explained 
in more general terms, that fo all parties might be compre- 
hended by them. She inclined to keep up images in churches, 
and to have the manner of Chrift’s prefence in the facrament 
left in fome general words, that thofe who believed the corpo- 
ral prefence, might not be drawn away from the church by 
too nice an explanation of it.” 
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Hiftory of Queen Elizabeth. 


( 76 
Tn purfuance of thefe refolves, the Queen attempts the, 
sccommodating matters of religion fo unto the Romith clergy 


~astotake them into the communion of the church of Eng- — 


land, as Dr. Heylin affirms; fhe fo effectually compafled it, 
that for feveral years the Papifts continued in the communion 


of the church, and when they did forfake it, it was not be- 


caufe they approved not of our liturgy, but upon politic 
confiderations, and becaufe the Council of Trent had com- 
manded it, and Pope Piusthe sth had excommunicated the 
Queen, and difcharged her fubjects from their allegiance, and 
made the going, and not going to’church, a fign diftindlive to 
difference a Roman Catholic from an English Proteftant. 
Concerning which take Dr. Heylin’s own words in his — 


‘«* There pafled another a&t for recommending and impofing 
the Book of CommoaPraycr.and adminifiration of the Sacraments, | 
according te fuch alteration and correction as were made therein, 


by thofe, who were appointed to revife it, as before is faid ; 


in the purfeance of which fervice, there was great care taken 


for the expunging ofall fuch paflages init, as might give any 
{candal or offence to the popifh party, or be urged by them 
in their excufe for their not coming to church, and joining 
with the reft of the congregation in God’s public worthip. 
In the litany firft made and publifhed by King Henry the 8th, 
and afterwards continued in the two liturgies of king Edward 
the Oth; there was a prayer to be delivered from the tyranny 
and all the detefable enormities of the bifbop of Rome, which was — 
thought fit to be expunged, as piving matter of fcandaland 
diffatisfaction to all that party, or that otherwife wifhed well 
to that religion, In the firft liturgy of King Edward, the 
facrament of the Lord’s body was delivered with this bene- | 
diction ; Tbe body of our Lord Fefus, which was given for the 
prefervation of thy body, and foul, to life everlafting, ESc. The 
blood of eur Lord Fe/us Chrifi, Se. Which being thou ght by 
Calvin and his difciples, to give fome countenance to the 
crofs, and carnal prefence of Chrift in the facrament, which 
palies by the name of tran{ubfantiation in the {chool of Rome, 


was alicred into this form into the faid liturgy, Yake and eat 
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i in that Chrift died for thee, and fi td an bimi is 
thy heart by faith, with thank/[egiving. Fake and drink ibis, Se. 
But the revilers of the book, joined both forms together, leit 
under colour of rejecting a carnal, they might be thought alio 
to deny fuch a real pretence as was defended in the writings 
ofthe ancient fathers,) upon which ground the expungeth 
alfo a whole Rubrick |at the end of the communion fervice ; 
by which it was declared, that kneeling at the participation 
of the facrament, was required for no other reaion, than for 
the fi gnification of the humble and grateful acknowledgement 
of the benefits of Chrit given therein unto the worthy re- 
ceiver, and to avoid that prophanation and diforder which 
otherwile might have enfued, and not for giving anv adoration 
to the facramental bread and wine there bodily received, or in 
regard of any real or eflential prefence of Chrilt’s body and 
blood ; and to come clofe to the church of Rome, it was or- 
dered by the Queen’s injunctions, that the facramental bread, 
which the book required only to be made of the hneit flour, 
fhould be made round, in of the uled in the 
time of Queen Mary. 
‘<< She alfo ordered, that the Lord’s table Mould be placed 
where the altar ftood | and that the reverence pare be made 


the namcof Jefus. 
‘© Mufic was retained in ‘the church, | all the feltivals 


obferved with their — eves, by which compliances, and 
expunging the pafiage be‘ore mentioned, the book was made io 
paffable amen git the papilts, that for ten years, they generally 
repaired to their parith-churches without doubt or icruple, as 
is affirmed, not only by Sir Edward Coke in I {peech again 
Garnet, and his charge given at the aflizes held at Norwich, 
but alfo by the Queen herielf, ina —— to Sir Francis Wal- 
fingham, then embaffador in France.” 
The fame is confefled by Sanders alfo in his book, De 
Schifmate ; and. therefore Dr. Heylin, in a few pages after 
adds, ** And now we may behold the face of the church of 
England, as it was firkt fettled and eftablithed under Queen 
Elizabeth ; the government of the church. by arch-bilhops 
and bilhops, &c. the liturgy conform tothe primitive paitern, 
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of popery) and all the rites and ceremonies therein pre- 
{cribed, accommodated tothe honour of God, and increafe 
of piety; the fettivals preferved i in their former, dignity, ob- 
ferved with al] their diltinét office peculiar to them, and cele- 
brated with a religious concourfe of all fort of peaple ; ; the 
weckly fatts, Wednefidays, Fridays, and Saturdays; the holy 


time of Lent, the ember wecks, together with the falt of the — 


Roeation, feverally kept by a forbearance ofall kinds of 
fieth, not by virtue of the ftatute, ns in the. time of King 
Edward, but as appointed by the church, in her public ca- 
lendar before the book of the Common Prayer, [/o corre/- 


pondent avith Rome.} facrament of the Lord’s fupper | 


celebrated in molt reverend manner; the holy table feated in. 
the place of the altar; the people making their due reverence 


at their firfl entrance into the church, sip tea be at the com- 


munign, the confeflion 
atthe Creed, the Gofpels, and the Gloria aad ufing 


the accuftomed reverence at the name of Jefus; mufic re-— 


tained in all the churches, in which provifion has been made 
for the maintenance of it; or where the people fhall be trained 
up, ut lealt to plain fong 5 ; all which particulars were either 
efiablished by the laws, or commanded by the Queen’s injunc- 
tions; or otherwife retained, by virtue of fome anticnt 


ufages, not by law prohibited ; nor is it much 'to be admired, 


that fuch a general conformity in thofe antient [ popi/h| ulages 
was conflantly obferved in all cathedrals, andthe moft part 
of the parith-churches ; coniidering how well they were pre- 
fidented by the court itéelf, in which the Liturgy was officiated 
every day, both morning and evening, not only i in the pub. 
lic chapel, but the private clofet, celebrated in the chapel 
with organs and other mufical inftruments, and the mcf ex- 


cellent voices of women and children, that could be gotin | 


all the kingdom, the gentlemen andchildren in their fur- 
plices, and the pricils in copes, as oft as they attended the 
divine fervice at the holy altar: The altar furnifhed with rich 
plate, two fair gilt candlefticks, with tapers'in them, and a 
mafty crucifix of filver in the midft thereof, which laft re- 


mained there for fome years, “tll it was broken i in n pies by 


| Pach | 


| 
i 
A 
# 
| 
+ 
— 
ee 
‘ 
> 


Pach the fool (no steaks man daring to umertake fuch a def- 


perate fervice) at the folicitation of Sir F ncis Knowles, the 
Queen’s near kinfman by the Caries, anfl one who openly 
: appeared in favour of the fchifm at Fraw 
ceremonies accultomably obferved by the knights of the gar- 
ter, in their adoratipn towards the altar, fabolithed by King 
Ed ward the 6th, “| revived by Queen Mlary, were by this 
Queen retained as formerly in her fathess time, for which 
the received both thanks and honour fror| her very enemies, 
[the papifis] as appears by s Dedicatory, be. 
fore his anfwer to the apology.” 

Thus from what the fons of the church,QCamden, Burnet, 
and Heylin have affirmed, ’tis apparent, that Queen Eliza- 
beth had a natural propenfity to favour the papifts more than 
King Edward the 6th; whereby fhe became the more 
difficult and arduous in the perfecution of the Proteftant 
Diffenters. Camdea informs us, ‘* ‘That about the 
year 1583, the Queen [who held it. for a maxim, that 


fhe ought not to be more remifs in ecclefiaftical affairs } 


advancing Whitgift from the See of Worcelter to that 


of Canterbury, above all, commanded him to re-eltablith 
the difcipline of the church of England, that as theh lay dif- 
membered by the cbnnivancy of prelates, the obftinacy of 
‘innovates, and by the power of fome great ones, whillt fome 
minifters ufing to their own fancy, new rites of fervices in 
their private houfes, utterly condemned,the Liturgy, and 


the appointed manner of adminiftring the facrament, as being 
in many things contrary to the Scripture, and therefore many. 


refufed to go to church; to abolith which things, and to re- 
duce them in unity, Whitgift propounded three articles to 
the minifters by them to be fubfcribed. Camden adds, ** Tis 
incredible, what controverfies and difputations arofe upor 
this, what troubles Whitgift fuffered of certain noble men, 
&¢.?? How Whitgift vexed tc poor Diffenters; what letters 
_ were written to him from the council and treafurer Cecil, may 

be feen in a piece called The Harmony between the old and present 
Nonconformifis ; fome mall abridgement of which, not unwor- 
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council to the Archbithop of Canterbury and bithep of London, 
Sept. 20, 1584. _ 
We have heard of late times, fandry againt . 
a number of preachers, whereby fome were deprived of their 
livines, fome fufpended from their miniftry and preaching ; 
efpecially fach who inftructed the people againit our fpiritual 


courts, advancing their profeffion by fuch kind of proceed. 
ings; and particularly the Jamentab. e eltate of the church in 


the county of F.fex, where there is a reat number of zealous 
and learned preachers fufpended from their cures; the va- 


 eancy of their place for the moit part without any minittry, or 


preaching, prayers and facraments; and in fome places of | 
certain appointed to thofe void rooms, being perfons neither 
of learning, nor of good names; and in other places of the | 


country, a great number notorioully chargeable with 


ignorance, and with enormous faults, as drunkenne/s, filtbine/s of 
life, gamefters at cards, haunting of ale-boufes, and fuch like, 
acainit whom we hear not of any procecding, but that they 
are quictly fuffered, to the feandal of the church, to the 
offence of good people; yea to the famihhing them for want 
of teaching, and thereby dangerous tothe fubverting 
of many weaklings from their cuties to God and her majelys 
fecret Jefuits, and counterfeit papifls, &c."? 

And in aletter from the Lord Treafurer Burleigh, to the | 
Arch-bifhop, dated July 5, 1584, itis faid, | 

‘« It may pleafe your grace, I am forry to trouble you fo : 
often as] do; but] am more troubled myfelf, not only with 
many private petitions of fundry minifters, recommerded 


from perfons of credit, for peaceable perfons, yet greatiy 


troubled; but alfo am I daily now charged by councellors 
and public perfons, to neglect my duty in not ftaying thefe 
your grace’s proceedings, fo vehement, and fo general againft 
minifters and preachers, as the papifts thereby are greatly 
encouraged, and evil difpofed perfons animated, and thereby 
the Queen’s Majefly’s fafety endangered; with thefe kind 
of arguments I am daily aflaulted, and now my Lord, lam 
come to the fight of an inftru of 24 articles of great 
lencth and curiolity, formed in ftile, to examine all 
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manner of minifters i in this time without diftin@ion of per- 
fons ; which articles are entitled, Apud Lambeth, May 1581, 
to be executed ex officio mero, &c. Which articles 1 find fo 
curioufly penned, fo full of branches and circumftances, that 
I think the inquifitors of Spain ufe not fo many queftions to - 
‘comprehend and trap their preys’; I know the Canonifts can © 
defend thefe with all their particulars; but furely under your 
Grace’s correction, this judicial and canonical fifting of poor 


- minifters is not to edify and reform ; and in charity, I think, 


they ought not to an{wer to all thefe nice points, except they 
were very notorious offenders in papiftry and herefy. I write 
with the teftimony of a good con{cience, &c. ‘This kind of 
proceeding i is too much favouring the Romith inquifition, and 
is rather a device to feek for offenders, than to reform any.’? 


And in another letter he adds, ‘* Seeking rather by excom- 
munication to urge them to aceufe themi{elves, and then 


punifh them.’’ 
The arch-bifhop makes a jas reply, and in it faith thus : 
«¢ [ have taken upon me the defence of the religion and rites 
of the church of England, to appeafe the fects of {chifms, 
therein to reduce all the miniftry thereof to uniformity and 
due obedience ; herein I intend to be conftant, and not to 
waver with the a the which alfo my place, my perfon, 
my duty, the law, her Majefty, and the goodnefs of the caufe 
do require of me, and wherein your Lordfhip and others, all 
things confidered, ought i in duty to affift and countenance me ; 
it is ftrange that a man in place, dealing with fo good qvar- 
ranties as I do, fhould be fo encountered, and for not yield- 


ing, fhould be accounted wilful, but I muft be contented, 


Vincit qui patitur.—And if my friends herein forfake me, I 
truft God will not, neither the law, nor her Majefty, who hath 
{aid the charge on me, and are able to prote&t 

_ Many were the fevere laws made againft the Non-confor- 


mifts, which were put in execution with great cruelty, to the 


fufpending, imprifoning, and executing many of the faithful 
fervants of Chrift in this Queen’s reign, of which Fuller, in 
his Ecclefiaftical Hiffory, gives a particular account. ‘The 
High Commiffion — that grand grievance, was alfo fet up 
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In the next place, I fhall give you fome confirmation of the 
truth of the prevalency of Popery under a Proteftant mafk, | 
in the rules and ceremonies impofed in thefe and fucceeding 
times, by the witnefles borne by feveral eminent Diilenters, | 


‘which we find on record in feveral books ; viz. A book called 


the Regiffer; another the dbridgement, which was delivered 
to King James, by the miniltersof Lincoln diocefe, A. D. 1605. 

In the Regiffer + we have the 24 articles agreed to in the 
fynod, and confirmed by the Queen, exhibited to Mr. Ed- 
ward Deering, A.D. 1573. ‘The firft article was, ‘* Whe- 
ther the book entitled The Book of Common Service, allowed — 
by public authority in this realm, is to be allowed in the 
church of God, by God’s word, or noi” Yo which be 


replied, 


«« Firft, That the fimilitude that this book hath with the 
form of prayer which the Papilts ufed, I think, declineth 
from the equity of thofe laws, in Deut, vil. 25. Xii. 30: XViil. 4. 
Which things our fathers fo much regarded in the primitive 


church, that theie are books full of great complaints againft 


all fimilitude to be had with the geiitiles ; yea the fecond 
Council of Bracca made a decree, That no chriftians fhould 
have either bay-leaves or green boughs in their houfes, be- 
caufe the gentiles fo accuttomed. And at this day, all the 
reformed churches in France, Poland, Helvetia, Scotland, 
have changed that form of prayers;. which prudency of all 
ages, if we fhall condemn, the rebuke of the apoiile, I think, 
will teach us, 1 Cor. xiv. 36. Came the word of God from 


you, or came it to you only ? 


Secondly. We have the pfalms Venite 
tus, Magnificat, » Nene dimittis, ufual in the minifiry, of which 
wecan give no good reafon; nor I fee nocaufe why we fhould 


leave out Maria, more than for parting the Scriptures again 


into the Epifiles and Gofpels, which was not heard of before 
the days of Popery. I dare not own, that this is that reverend 
handling of the Scriptures, and the right dividing the word of 
gruth, which S, Paul requires. t | 
“ Thirdly. The great inconveniency which has followed 
| 
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this biol, while it has maintained an unlearned miniftry, 
and made it thought fufficient to have the fervice read, 


wherein we have made the Spirit of God to fpeak in vain ; 
_which requires the minilters of the gofpel t to be apt to teach, 
toexhort and reprove.* 


<< This is another caufe, why I cannot fabferibe unto the 
book, That i it hath not all things anfwerable to the word of 


God. 

But the Abridgment much more full, bilnping arguments 
from the fcripture, the fathers, the old reformers, and our 
own old Proteftant doétors againt i it 5 of which I fhall give 
this following account. 

«© Firft. It is contrary to the word of Gda to ufe fuch 
ceremonies in the worfhip of God as man has devifed; if they 


 benotorioufly known to have been of old, and ftill to be abufed 


| 


unto idolatry and fuperitition by the Papitts, efpecially if the 


fame be of no neceflary ufe in the church; where note that 


the céremonial part of the Englith fervice, that is like to that 
of the Romifh, is what has been abufed by the Papifts to 
idolatry and fuperftition ; but yet are not fo neceffary to di- 
vine worfhip, but that the worfhip may be compleat, devout, 
and orderly without them: Which appears, /ay they, 

‘« aft. By the fecond commandment, which forbids all 
provocation to fpiritual fornication, as the feventh does to 
that which is carnal. : 


adly. By the and dire@ion God has 
bee given. us in his word, to feparate ourfelves from idolaters, 


and be as unlike to them as may be, efpecially in their reli- 
gious obfervations and ceremonies, to abolifh not only all 


— Gdols; and that fo as we may beft fhew our utmoft deteftation 
to them, and root out the very memory of them. 


«* 3dly. By the equity and reafon of thefe commandments, 
which we find fet down in the Holy Scriptures, viz. _ 
«© (1.) The deteftation which the Lord our God, being 


a jealous God, beareth to idolatry, and all the inftruments 


and tokens thereof, as to fpiritual whoredom, | 
| | (2,) That 
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84 ) 
(2,) That it cannot be faid fincerely, we have repented 
of the idolatry of our fore-fathers, unlefs we be afhamed of, 
and caft away with deteftation, all the initruments and mo- 
numents of it. | 
«© (3.) That we be in danger to be corrupted in the fub- 
ftance of religion and purity of doétrine, and even to fall 
back again to idolatry, if we conform ourfelves to idolatrous 
ceremonies ; yea, if we fhew not all deteftation to them. 


«© (4.) ‘That ovr conformity with idolaters in their ceree 


monies, wherein they repofe the greateft part of their religion, 
will be a fpecial means to harden them in fuperftition. | 
(5.). That feeing the Pope is revealed to be that great — 
antichrift, and his idolatry troubles the church at this day, 
more than any other, and our people converfe more with the 
Papifts, than with any other idolaters; there is more danger 
jn the retaining of the ceremonies and relics of Popery, than 


’ of any other idolatry whatfoever. 


«© Secondly, By the judgment of the godly learned of all 


churches and ages, who have conftantly taught, and given — 


teftimony of this truth, that chriftians are bound to caft off the 
ceremonies and religious cuftoms of Pagans, Jews, idolaters 
and heretics, and carefully to fhun all conformity with them 
therein.” 

In the counil of Nice it was decreed, ** That chriftians 
might not keep the feaft of Eafter at that time, nor in that 
manner the Jews did: let us, fay they, in nothing agree with 
that moft deteitable rout of the Jews,” > ee | 

And in another council ‘‘ That none fhould faft on the 
J.ord’s day, becaufe the Manichees had taken up that day to 
fait in: That fuch altars as were fet up in the country and 


highways, inthe memory of the martyrs, fhould be abolithed ; 
~and that folemn requefts fhould be made to the Emperor, that 


all relics and monuments of idolatry might be utterly de- 


ftroyed.” And this decree we find cited by Dr. Fulk. 


In another council, ‘* That chriftians fhould not celebrate 
feats on the birth days of martyrs, becaufe that was the man- 
ner of the heathens.” Tertullian is large and vehement on 


‘this point. His words are, «« As we may give nothing to the 
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fervice of an idol; if it be againft religion, to fit at the table’ 
in an idol’s temple ; what is to be feen in the habit of anidol ? 
Thou that art a chriftian muft hate thofe things, the authors 


and inventors whereof thou canft not chufe but hate.”? 


Auftin himfelf faith, ‘* If you would win pagans, leave all | 
their folemnity, forfake their toys.”” 
| Pie judgment of the church of Scotland, in their letter to 
the bifhops of England, A. D. 1556, from a general afiembly, 
Edinburgh, thus wrote: furplice, corner cap, and tip- 


pet, have been badges of idolaters, in the very at of idolatry ; 


what have the preachers of chriftian liberty, and the open 


rebukers of fuperftition to do with the drefs of the Romith 


-beaft?”? Andin the confeffion of their faith {worn to by them, 


and the Kings Majelty alfo, we find thefe words. ‘** And de- 
teft all the ceremonies and falfe doétrines of the Roman anti- 
chrift, added to the miniftration of the true facraments ; we 
detelt all his vain rites, figns and traditions, brought into the 


church without the word of God.”” Mr. Rogers, that holy | 


martyr, would not confent to a canon that was to be made 
in K. Edward’s days, for the clergy’s conformity in cap, 


tippet, and the reft of the apparel ; unlefs it might be defired © 


that the papifts, for a difference between them and others, 


might be conftrained to wear upon their fleeves, a chalice 


with an hoft upon it. 


Bifhop Pilkington mifliked, That in our liturgy we are fo 


like the papifts in marriage and other things. ‘* This, faith 


be, isour fault generally, that we differ not from them in all 
our miniftry.’’ 


Bifhop Bilfon defending the reformed churches againft a flan- 


der of the papifts, reports thus of them, ‘* Thereformed chure 


ches, are fo far from admitting the full dofe of your herefies, 

that Py | no means they can digett one dram of your ceremo- 

nies.’ 
Dr. faith, ** That we ought to refufe to con- 


form ourfelves to the enemies of God in any of their ceremo- 


nies ;”’ profeffing plainly his defire, and hope of the utter 
abolifhing of the ceremonies of all the monuments of Popith 
faperttition, that yet remain in our church. 
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‘Dr. Folk faith, “‘ That if aman miflike our form of fer- 


—Wice, as not differing fufficiently from yours, he fheweth his | 


greatelt zeal in detellation of your idolatry and bla{phemy.” 
And again ‘* We abhor, whatiloever hath but fhew 


Ty: 
Dr. Sutcliff makes this one of his LAieical arguments a- 


gainitthe papiils, That they have derived molt of their ce- 


remonies from the Jews and Pagans.” To the pene purpote 


Mr. Greenham and Mr. Marbury. 


Andin agreement with us, moft of the lefidbined divines 
do hold, 1. That thofe laws that we have alledged out of 
the Old Teftament, againftthe monuments of idolatry, do 
bind us as much as they did the Jews; sand from them they cons | 
clude aswe have done, Thatall the relics of the popifh and 


heathenith fuperitition are to be banifhed out of the church 


of Chrift: Of this judgment were Calvin, Peter Martyr, 
Grinxus, Wolfius, Urfinus, Machebeus, Zanchius, Simetrus, 


Zepperus, our own book of Homilies, Dr. Full, and others. 


2. That Hezckiah, Jofiah, and the reft of the godly 
kings of Judah, who thewed moft zeal in abolifiing thofe 
things which had been abufed to idolatry, did no more than 
they were bound by the law of God to do; and that from their 
example, the argument holds ftrong againft the monuments 
ofidolatry now, becaufe all chriftians are bound to imitate 
their zeal therein: Of this judgment were Auguflin, Calvin, 


_ Peter Martyr, Wolfius, Levator, Zanchius, the bifhops Jewel, 
Bilfon, Dr. Fulk, Dr. Reynolds, Dr. Mr. Per 


kins, and others. 

3. That the retaining of popith ceremonies, will certainly 
be a means to endanger the doctrine that we profefs, and to 
bring the people back to popery, This was the judgment of 
the people of Saxony, them of Hamburgh, and of Luther. 

4. Thatthe retaining of the ceremonies of idolaters will 
caufe them to infult over our religion, as if it could not fland 
without help from them, and to harden them in their liking - 
of theirown idolatry: This reafon has been urged againft cone 
formity with the Jews, by Conftantine the emperor, and by 
all the fathers | in the firk council of Nice againit conformity 
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with the Papilts, by Begeatius, Mafeutes, bithop snd 
others. 

7 We are confirmedin this our purfuafion, That it is bed 
lawful, to retain the ceremonies of the Papilts, by experie ice 
of the great hurt they have done, and daily doin the church; 
for if we find that fome of the moft learned of the Englith 
Paputts, Martial, Briftow, and him that penned the petition 
for the Papiits, (which Dr. Sutcliff and Mr. Powel have an- 


| {wered ,) have by this argument jutified their church and re- 
ligion, that we have borrowed our ceremonies from them; 


yea fome of them, as Harding, Martial, and he that wrote the 


apologetical epiftie for our Engliih Papitts, have confeiled, 
that this was to them an evident argument, that Q. Eliz, did 
in her confcience, like well of their religion, becaufe the liked 


and maintained their ceremonies; and the fuperititious mul- 


titude do ufually defend the blefling of themfelves, with croti- 
ing their breafts and foreheads, by our crolity our childrea 
in So far the Abridgement. 
To this may be added the following seftiinbad from Cale 

derwood, * ‘* That from three Romith channels was the Eng- 
lifa fervice raked together; namely, 4. The Breviary, out of 
which the common prayersare taken, 2. The Ritual or book 
of rites, Out of which tht 

burial, matrimony, and the vilitation of the fick are taken, 3 
‘The Mafs- book, out of which the confecration of the Lord’s- 
fupper, Collects, Epiftles and Gofpels are taken.” 


Bifhop Hail in his Quo Vadis faith, ‘That his eyes and ears 


can witnefs, with what applaufe the catholics entertained the 


new tranflaced liturgy of our church.” 
Mr. Thomas Gage + faith, ** I continued 12 months at my 


udminiltration of the Sacraments, 


uncle’s houfe at Gattof, fearching, though unknown to my — 


uncle and kindred, into the doétrine and | truth of the Gofpel 
profeffed in England, for which caufe I made\many journeys 
to London, and then privately, I reforted to fome churches, 
and efpecially to St. Paul’s church, to fee the fervice per- 
formed, and to hear the word of God preached; but fothacI 
might not be feen, known or difcovered by any Papill, When 
ia 
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in $t. Paul’s church, I heard the organs and the mafic, the 
prayers and the collects, and faw the ceremonies at the altar, 
-Iremembered Rome again, and perceived little difference 
betwixt the two churches. I fearched into the common prayer, 
and carried with me a bible into the country, on purpofe to 
compare the Prayers, Epiftles, and Gofpels, with a Mafs-book, 
which there I had at command, and I found no difference bat 
only Englith and Latin ; which made me wonder, and to ac- 
knowledge that much remained ftill of Rome in the church of | 
England; and thatI feared my calling was not right.” * 
And again he tell us * “* That upon his return afterwards 
to Mound that Father Fitz Herbert told him, that the Com- 
mon-prayer book which was compofed for Scotland was by 
archbifhop Laud fent to Rome, to be firft viewed and ap- 
proved by the Pope and Cardinals, who upon the perufal did 
approve thereof, and liked verv well, for Proteftants to be — 
trained in fuch a form of prayer and fervice, &c.”’ 
Great Cerus Panegyer, Mifa, cap. 11.12. alledgeth againtt 
the reformed churches, the Englifh fervice book for the Po- 
pith holy days, the book of canons forthe fign of the crofs, 
and kneeling at the altar, and for the whole hierarchy, &c. 
Cornelius Scultingius + citeth whole pages out of Whitgift 
‘ for the defence of their hierarchy. 
Stapleton ufeth Whitgift’s arguments to their dif- 
cipline, and profeffeth they are built upon our foundation. 
They fay, as Pep. Sapp. § A. D. 1604. ‘* That from their 
treafure houfe, the religion now eftablifhed in England hath 
learned the form of chriltening, marrying, churching of wo- , 
men, vifiting the fick, perying the dead, &c. as their book 
tranflated out of ours declares.” | 
_Curtaine || fays, that ‘‘ He heard one of the Jefuits fay, that 
it was his hopes, rr our fervice and ceremonies s would return 


us again to Rome.’ 
Another brought againg the Difichters is this 


«« That whilft they feparate for indifferent, and about difpu- 


gable things, they do violte a known, plain poifitive {cripture, 
which 


* Ibis. p. 200. + Hierarchia Anicrifis. + Againf Whitaker, Coat. 2. | 


qu. 3. art. 3. § Reaf. of Releg. 13. Of Church power, Ps 
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which enjoins the inferiors to be obedient and fubje& to their 
{uperiors. 


The Proteftant Ducal * urges it asan objection brought 


againit the Diffenters; compared with part firft, p. 198. 
** That feeing God hath enjoined all perfons to obey thofe that 


have the rule over them. Heb. xiii17. And fubmit themfelves, — 


and to be fubje? to the higher powers, as to the ordinance of God, 
and that for confcience fake ; He that can fatisfy his confcience in 
his refufal fo to do, muft thew fome law of God, as evident- 


ly forbidding his obedience to what fuperiors do enjoin, 


as do thefe fcriptures command obedience to them in all law- 


ful things,” 
And you tell us te ee That thefe things of a ‘joule nature 


AP belong only toour fuperiors and governors; and if they ap- 
: point what is unfit, indecent, and inconvenient, they only 


are accountable for it: Itis not the fault of thofe that join in 
- fuch worfhip, or yield to fuch injanétions sot plainly fnful, 

for the fake of peace and order.”? And the late moft terrible 
thunder clap from the bench giving the Diffenters in charge to 
the grand jury, as fuch defpifers of authority, who had finned 


the unpardonable fin, not to be forgiven. 


To which we fay, That it is moft certain, that obedience. 


is due from inferiors to fuperiors, for confcience fake, and 


for the Lord’s fake ; but then that is limited to be only in 


the Lord; for if they who are his minifters, command any 
thing not agreeable to his word, and plainly finful, though 
they may call them indifferent things, ftate policy, order and 
decency ; we are juftified with the midwives in difobeying the 
King’s command. { Saul’s guard in refufing obedience to the 
King. § Daniel and the three children, in difobeying the 
King. || and with Peter and John, who refufed to forbear 


preaching Chritt at the rulerscommand, telling them, J? was 


Bester to obey God than man. Though this abfolute obedience 


tof uperiors, | as you will find, is an argument principally urged 


by mea, who have the magiftrate on their fide, and their own 
profit 
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profit and advantage concerned, then obedience to them is 
cried up to be better than facrifice, and they fall foul aad 
the confcientious, as difobedient, feditious and rebellious. 
So Celfus the heathen, reproaches the chriftians, for their 
 forfaking the public affemblies, getting into corners, 
difobeying authority. So al! the time of Popery ~~ 
Waldenfes. Wicklifices, Lollards and Proteftants, branded 
‘with fedition, difobedience to authority, impugning the 
ee King’s and Queen’s proceedin gs. And how doth Bonner lay 
the 13th of the Romans tothe Martyrs, to require obedience 
and fubjeétion to all their Mump/imus’s and —Sumpfimus’s ? 
But if the tide be turned, and the magiftrate on the other 
fide; then the fame men cry out againit impofition and per- 
fecution, as it was with the Arians and Orthodox, under — 
the feveral Emperors of different minds: The 13th of the 
Romans was in thofe days ufed as the Dutch-man’s breeches, 
to ferveall occafions, and always improved to eftablith, and 
enforce the prefent impofitions by the power and religion 
which was uppermoft. This reproves all our wortby wit- 
nefles, the Waldenfes, Wicklifiites, Lollards, &c. who bore 
up for Chrift againft all their fanguinary laws, prohibitions 
and commands, andthofe who oppofed Jeroboam’s calf wor- 
fhip. ‘This would eftablith the religion of the prefent power, 
be it either Judaifm, Turkifm, Popery, &c. and a confor- 
mity to it. . But it is faid, you intend this fubjection to fupe- 
_riors, only in lawful things; things not plainly finful; then 
if the inferior be to judge what is unlawful, and plainly fin- 
ful, the controverfy is at an end. | If they command lawful 
things, they command no other than God has commanded, 
which makesit lawful, then obedience as due, is given to God. 
_Ifthey command in the things of God any other than lawful, — 
Or what he has required, they have no authority fo todo; 
_+ and we fin not in difobedience, by. your own rule, if they 
command finful or unlawful things. | 
As to thofe things ofan indifferent nature, or things not 
pokitivel y forbidden, under which are included all the rites and 
ceremonies enjoined by man, whereof no word of God for it; 
| we 
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we kapy of no fuch all the rites, ferviced, and cere- 


monies to be obferved, and enjoined i in God’s worthip, being 


neceflary rapes cash and no negative articles of faith, as before © 


obferved. 


O4;. But is it not manifeft, That the who ptefeme 
to feparate from the religion by law eftablithed, are ufually © 
of turbulent, feditious, fablions {pirits ? Otherwife what means . 


thofe fenfible imprefflions that have lately been made upon 


authority, public declarations, manifold addreffes, and pulpit 


alarms, refleting upon them, as to the plot, and the feverity 
ufed, by putting the penal laws in execution, againft this 


fort of people, in city and country? 
Anfwer. ‘tis very true; that prefs and pulpit, late bicts. 


rations, weekly addrefles, and fevere uflage both in city and 
country, fpeak this language, But it is not therefore truc, 
that the Diffenters are guilty of f{edition, treafon and re-- 
bellion, becaufe the truth and innocency of God’s church and 


people, (as traduced to authority) have been fo falfely and 
malicioufly branded and handled all along, which may be 


fome relief to them under their prefent trials and fafferings ; 


fuggeftions, calumnies and outcries, being no proofs. 
Did not the church of old pathetically complain of the very 
fame ufage > The mouth of the wicked and deceitful are opened 


againft me, they have [poken againft me with a lying tongue, they 


 compaffed me about with words of hatred, and fought againff me 


avithout a caufe. P{.-cix. 2,3. And again. They that 
date me without a caufe, are more than the bairs of my bead, 
they that would defiroy me, being my enemies wrongfully, 
are mighty; for lo, they lie in wait for my foul; the mighty 
are gathered againft me, not for my tranfgreffions, not for 
my fin, they run and prepare themfelves without my fault. 
Pf. Ixix. And farther. Mine enemies 
reproach me all the day; and they that are mad ozainft 
me, are fworn againft me. [It feems they wanted not 
perjured informers in thofe days.] Therefore prays thus. Let 

not them who are my enemies wrongfully rejoice over me, neither 
let them wink with the eye, that hate me without a caufe; for 
M 2 they 
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| 
they not peace, but devife deceitful matters againf them 
that are quiet in the land. | 
not this the flander wherewith the of the 
church reproached them in Ezra’s and Nehemiah’s time, that 
for their peaceable attending upon the Lord, they were efteemed 
rebellious and fattious people, and hurtful to ings, moving 
fedition? Ezra.iv. 15. Neh. vi. 6. 
And was not this the accufation of wicked Hehine againft 
_ God’s people, that becaufe they diffented from the religion by | 
law eftablithed; having laws contrary to the King’s laws, 
therefore as feditions and rebellious, they ought to be cut 


off, and not fuffered to live. Efth, ii. 8,&c. | 


Were not the three eminent Diffenters in N 
time fo treated, for their non-conformity to the religion 
eftablithed by law, and as turbulent, ftubborn, factious, dif-_ 
obedient and rebellious, caft into the fiery furnace? Dan. 2. 
and afterwards Daniel upon the fame fcore flung to the lions, 
though his God and his innocency pleaded his caufe againtt 
his malicious, trepanning adverfaries, that could only in the 
_ matter of his God get the advantage againft him. My God ({aith 
he) hath fent bis angels, and fout the lions mouths: fora/much 
as before him innocency was found in me, alfo before thee, O King, — 
have I done nohurt. Dan. iii. 21, &c. And what became of 
their malicious accufers afterwards, you there underftand. 
Neither did our Saviour him{elf, who was fo meck, gentle, 
and innocent, fo harmlefs and inoffenfive, meet with other 
meafure, being direétly fo dealt with. Did not the trepan- 
ners affault him? For isit not faid, They watched him, and 
Sent forth fpies, which foould feign themfelves jufi men, that 
they might take hold of bis words y that they might deliver 
him unto the power and authority of the governor. And 
they aked him, faying, Mafer, we know that thou 
and teachep rightly; neither accepteft thou the perfens of any, 
but teachef? the way of Ged truly. Is it lawful for us to give 
tribute unto Cafar cr not? There was the catching gueftion. 
And to which, though by his practice, working a miracle to 
pay tribute, Matt. xvii. 27. and by his anfwer, he ftop- 
ped their mouths; yet would it not ferve their turn, but _ 
sre do re accufe him of the very fedition and treafon 


they 
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Sa aiGgned: to make him guilty of. dad they began to 
accufe him, faying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, 
and forbidding to give tribute to Cafar, Jaying, that he himfelf 
is Chri, a King, and they were not Cafar’s friends whe faid 
_otherwife. Luke xxiii. 2, &c. Upon which he was catt, 
condemned and put to death, and the infcription wrote over 
him tojuftify his Crucifixion was, This is the King of the’ 
Fews; though he was altogether innocent, having done no 
wiolence, neither was guile found in his mouth; but under all 
their mifthief and {pite, with meekne/s and patience committed 
himfelf to him who judgeth righteoufly; giving us therein alfo ax 
example, how we e fhould behave ourfelves under like circum- 
ftances. 
And fo they dealt with his followers ; did 
not draw Jafon, and the brethren, unto the rulers of the City? 
crying, The/e that have turned the world upfide down, are come 
hither alfo. And thefe all do contrary to the decrees of Cafar, 
— faping, There is another King, one Fe/us; and they troubled the 


rulers of the pecple when they heard thefethings, xvii. 6,7,8. _ 


And fo they laid many grievous things againit Paul, which 
they could not prove, i.e. That he wasa pefilent fellow, a 
mover of fedition throughout the world, Atts. xxiv. 5. and 
xxv. 7. And what was this for, but for preaching and prac- 
tifing the precepts and doétrines of the Gofpel, to make men 
holy and happy ? 

_ And did they not fo deal with the chriftians, in the a! 
after the Apoftles ; ; as Juftin Martyr’sand Tertullian’s apo- 
logies, and Origen’s defence againft Celfus make manifet ? 
How all manner of evil is charged againft the Diffenters in 
thofe days falfely; how vicious and feditious in their con- 
venticles; what defpifers of dignities; what enemies to 
Cxfar; and whatever public evil or calamity befel, it muf 
be laid to the chriftians charge; and to the lions they mutt go, 
‘right or wrong for the fame. If Nero has a mind to bura 
Rome, it is but laying it to the chriftians charge, and that 


is enough. 
And did they not fo deal with our fore-fathers, the Wal-— 
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denfes, Wickliffites, Lollards, and the Provefhants.i in Mary’ 
days, as turbulent, factious, feditious, refifters of authority ? &c. 
_ And may we nottruly fay, asit was then, {fo itis now; 
and may not you yourfelves, who fo carry it to your diflent- 
ing brethren, expect the fame meafure from that generation 
of men if they fhould get an advan tage again | in this nation ? as 
our Saviour tells you, Matt. vil. 3. 


: Thus you fee it is no new thing, to Bae innogency and 
truth falfely and injuriouily charged, and treated as 
and treafon. 
: And may not the difenting party, pothichianding all the 
+8 rage, noife andclamour, the many provocations by malicious 
perfecutions, invatfion of property, privileges, &c. worry- 
, ing of informers and foldiers, fines, confifcations, imprifon- 
; " ments, yea deaths both in city and country, for thefe 22 years, 
chalienge the worlt of their enemics to come forth and produce 

‘< any one thing wherein the Diffenters in this nation are juftly 

| a ‘to be charged with fedition, treafon, or rebellion; but that 
fd under all, they have behaved theinfelves meckly, patiently, 

at and fubmiflively, as becomes their holy profeflion ? 

+; And as for this horrid flander of being all engaged in 2 
. late plot (their principles leading thereto) it is like all the 


eft. If to have been under the higheft provocations, and 
in the exercife of the: greateft patience under them, renders 
them guilty, it may be fomething; otherwife if proofs be ne- 

eeffary to make people. guilty, why have not the witneffes ap- 
peared ? But this is but a pretence, for have they not fuffered 
Jong before any plot was talked of? | 

But asto this, it is faid, have not feveral been imprifoned, 
fome fied, and others executed for the plot? 

That feveral have been imprifoned, fome fled, and fome 
executed, who have been reputed Non-conformifts, is very 
tree; and fohave many of the Conformifts, I prefume, four 

for one of the other ; will! it therefore be a fair way of arguing, 
becaufe fo many of the Conformifts are faid to be in the plot, 
that therefore all the Conformifts are guilty, and ought to be 
fevercly handled? I remember it was thought a very unfair 
way of proceeding of old, becaufe Col. Wagftaft tranfgrefied 


in the Wek, that therefore my Lord of Kingfton muft be pu- — 
nifhed 
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nithed i in the North ; nay, the whole party decimated for the 


fame. 


If fome of the Non-conforsjifis are found call on good 


, proof, let them fuffer the penalty of the law; but let not the — 


innocent be judged and punifhed with the guilty ; ; much lefs, 


let not the principle of Non-conformity be judged, becaufefome 
mifcarried under that profeilion; for by that rule may 
not the purett tate of the church, both in the Old and New 
Teftament, be cenfured and judged, who had their Chora’s, 
Judas’s, Diotrephes’ s among tthem. His Majeity in his fpeech 
to both houfes, gives us a good rule hereupon ; he fays ** Let 


us look forward, and not backward, and never think of what 


is paft, except men put us in mind, by repeating faults we had 
forgot; and then let us rememberno more than what concerns 
thofe very perfons.”? 


Obj. But have they not appeared of late years, very zealous 


ani forward in elections of parliament men, and other public 
officers in city and country? | 

Itis truc, they have fo; and fo have the Conformitts alfo, 
ten for one to their number, both in the city and country; 
but what tranfereffion isthat ? What law have they broken, in 
voting according to their confciences, by endeavouring to 
_ bring fuch into truft and authority, as they havejudged mot 
able and honettto ferve their country, in a time when we are 
told by the King and four parliaments, of a Popith plot to 
fubvert the government, and to ruin us in all our concerns. 

But as to the herefy, f:hifm, treafon, rebellion, and plot- 
ting that are charged upon us; I do ingenuouily aud fully fo 
. far own and acknowledge in my own behalf, and in all others 
that I know of this defpifed reproached number; that ¢¢ If to 
worthip the God of our fathers in the way of his appointment, 
believing all things which are written in the Law and Pro- 
phets, be efteemed herefy, we are heretics.” As K. Charles 
i. an fwered the Popifh marquils, as before obferved. 

T hat ifin Dr. Pierce’s words * to jultify the {chiim and 
and feparation from Rome, ‘‘ To have recourfe to the Scrip- 
tures, pees thofe oracles, how things itood from the be- 


ginning, 
¢ Prim. Rule of Reform. 
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ginning, and only feparating from them, we find feparatifts 
from the primitive church and truth; we make a feceflion 
that we may not partake of the (Englife) Roman fchifm, and 
anfwering the Lord’s exprefs command, Come eut Srom a- 

: 7 mong ft them, and be ye feparate, &fc. 1 Cor. 6. Rev. xviii, 4. be 
be efteemed fedition, fchifm and feparation, we are fedi- 

tious, fchifmatics and feparatifts.” 
Ifto own the fovereignty of Chritt, by whem all qwere 
created, and by whom all things confiji, who to this end died, rofe 
again, andrevived ; that be might be Lord both of quick and 
dead ; to whom the Father bath given all power, both in Heaven 


and Earth ; King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and powers and . 

potentatcs are under him, in confcience to him, to whom your 

| knee muft bow; and the King is but next, and immediately 
a _ underhim, fupreme head and governor in all caufes Ecclefi- 
q aftical and Civil, it being alfo flamped on our coin Chriffo 
. Aufpice Regno; Chrift the kingdom’s happy guide; if the own- 
% ing and afferting his fovereignty in chief, be treafon and ree 


bellion, we own we are fuch traitors and rebels. 

If in our places and ftations, to endeavour the defence of 
the Englith government, laws, liberties and properties, and 
to keep out the Pope’s foreign ufurped power, who has here- 

_ tofore fo tyrannized over prince and people, both as to their 
bodies and fouls, of thefe nations, and to which, all who have 
taken the Oath of Allegiance, are fo folemly engaged, be to 
be efteemed plotting and ag we own ourfelves guilty 
of the plot, 

THUS, SIR, you have, at your friendly call and invitation, 

a fair and impartial examination of the merits of the caufe, 
giving you the different fentiments of the guides on both 

; fides, in the moft material Obje&tions made by the one, and 
the candid Anfwers on the other; and how far your own prin- 
ciplesand praétice in feparating from fuperftitious, idolatrous, 
and perfecuting, bloody Rome, juftifies, in many things, 
their principles as well as practice in feparating from you as 
walking in their fteps.—The fubftance of which, for acon- 
_clafion, I fall briefly fum up, with fome —, upon it, 
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Q I. I your anfwerto the Papifts, * ‘calling. for your 
negative proofs from the Scriptures, againft their idol- 


- atrous, foppith, and unwritten traditions, be good againft 
them; which is, that there needs no negative proof to dif- 


prove them, becaufe they are not contained in our only 


— rule of faith the Bible; + then whether the fame anfwer is not _ 
good from the Diffenters, when you afk them the very fame 


queftion, in which is included the whole of the controverfy, 


as Dr. Stillingfleet obferves? { ‘* That there needs no nega- 
_ tive proofs to difprove all the rites, fervices and ceremonies in 


gueftion, becaufe none of them are contained in our only rule 
of faith, where they fay, they no more find, national, provin- 
cial and diocefan churches, your government by Lord arch- 
bifhops, bithops, deans, arch-deacons, parfons, vicars, cu- 
rates, chancellors, officials; your confecration of churches 
and priefts ; your priefts garments, altars, liturgies, finging- 
“ fervice, litanies, bowing, crofling, kneeling at the facrament, 
holy-days, fafts, feafts, vigils; than the popifh holy water, 
falt, oil, fpittle,. baptizing of bells, exorcifms, conjura- 
‘tions, bowing to images and altars, and other fuch-like fop- 


peries.””’ § 


Q. 2. If your own pens dockets, that to enjoin unneceflary, | 
or indifferent things, things not contained in the Scripture, 
in God’s worfhip and fervice, as necefiary, ought to bere- _ 


puted an adding to God’s word, a teaching for doétrine the 
commands of men, fuperftition, will-worfhip, or worthipping 
God in vain; || then howcan you avoid the fame ch 

- brought againft you by the Diffenters, when you, as felf-judg- 
ed, and felf-condemned, do the fame things? For are not 
your rites and ceremonies confefled by you to be indifferent 
things, impofed upon Diffenters as things abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, to the excommunicating, or as much as in you lies, 
damning their fouls, ruining their bodies and eftates, who 
con(cientioufly fcruple and refufe them? +f 


If 


Cofterus Chrift. 1.2. te Hee Sacris Literis ngn, prohiberi 
atque fine peccatio fieri poffit, quia ubi non eff lex ibi nec prevaricatog 
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Q. 3 If you declare the rites, feryices and ceremonies in the 
‘liturgy, are of primitive antiquity, and not of popifh novel- 
ty, * and that you have feparated from the church of Rome, 
‘becaufe the has left primitive antiquity, and therefore the 
‘Diffenters have no caufe to fcruple them as popifh: but if it— 
appear to be quite otherwife, as the examination of each par- 


r ticular feems to demonitrate ¢ that they are hot of primi- 
tive antiquit) but of popifh novelty, and all fetched 
4 from the intlitution of Popes and popifh council and canons» 
4 and not from Jefus Chrilt, and his New ‘Teftament canons: 
i Then 1ft, Whether you do not betray much rafhnefs and 
| weaknefs, (not to fay with the Pretefant Reconciler one of your 
4 own) faifehood and hypocrify? And 2dly, Whether you do 
a not thereby juftify the feparation of the Diffenters from you 
4 as warrantable, becaufe they feparate from you for being in 
+ the prattice of popith fuperitition and unwritten traditions, 
‘. according to the command of Chrilt, { To /eparate and come out 
Sromjuch unwarrantable pra@ices; left partaking of fuch fins. 


they fhare in the threatened judgments? It being very dilho- 
hourable as well as dangerous to halt betwixt two opinions— 
df the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow § 
To which purpofe we find in that moft remarkable letter 
of bithop Hall to Dr. Laud, afterwards arch-bifhop of Can- 
terbury, that which is very inflruéting on this head, of which 
therefore, I. fhall prefume to give you the following part. 
Refolve one way, and know at laft what you do hold, and 
_ what you caft off, either your wings or your teeth ; and loath- 
ing this bait, like nature, be either a bird or beait. Ifyou — 
muit begin, why not now? It is dangerous deferring that 
whofe want is deadly, and whofe opinion is doubtful. God 
€rieth out with Jehu, Who is on my fede ? Who? Leck at leaft 
out of your window to him, anda ith a refilute courage caft down 
this Jezebel, &c.” ‘Thus farthe good bifhop. Whichis a 
| good caution againft indifference and Juke-warmnefs in the 
fervice of Chrift, agreeable to our Saviour’s expreffion to the 
Church at Laodicea. Javould thou ewert cold or het. Rev. iii. 15. 
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Ql. 4. Ifyou yourfelves have judged popith Lepililliie and 
perfecution for confcience fake, to be antichriftian, wolfith, and 
beaitly, wholly contrary to chrillianity, and the lamb-like 
nature of Chrift; that it is injuftice, and barbarous cruelty to 
afli& men for what they cannot help, anda plain rebellion 
againit God, by wrefting his fceptre, and ufurping his em- 
pire over confcience, outof his hand, the principle itfelf be- 
ing fo much decried by many of your great men, as well as 
kings and parliaments. * 

| é ‘hen whether your doing the fame thing, i. |e. lepeGes 
on the confciences of your brethren, and perfecuting them with 
fo much cruelty, to the ruining, as much 4s lies in you, both 
their fouls, bodies, liberties and eftates, be not to be felf. 
judged with a witnefs? 2dly, Does it not greatly juftify the 
former Popith cruelties, and make way for new ones over 
Proteftants, as well as contract their guilt, appearing thus 
in their fpirit and practice, as Chrilt told the perfecuting Jews 
in that day, that they thereby filled up the meafure of their 
fathers, &c. and brought the guilt of the former blood on 
themfelves, even from the blood of righteous Abel? &c. 3dly, 
Is it not a wonderful contradiction to abet, fuccour and re- 


lieve the French Prefbyterian Diffenters, under their cruel 


perfecutions for their Non-conformity, and yet at the fame 
time to cxercife all that cruelty, ruin and deftruétion to the 
Englifh Prefbyterian Non-conformitts, like the Scribes and 
Pharifees, who built i tombs of the prophets, and at the 
fame time killed the And gthly, Whether you do not 
hereby raife a mighty cry of Chrift’s poor lambs; (appointed 
by youto the flaughter) againft you to their Lord and Matter, 
and who may thereupon fay to you, as to perfecuting Saul 


of old, Why do you perfecute 1 me ? it is bard for you to kick againft 


the pricks. t 
But it is poffible you may fay, ‘* That the perfecution i is 


not from you, but barely the profecution of the laws we 


tranfgrefs, which if - break we muft thank — and 


complain of you.” 
So ae Bonner of old to the Martyrs in Q. Mary’ s days, 
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(| 
-gnd fo [aid the Scribes and Pharifees of Chrit, 7 be Bad. a law, 


| and by that law be ought to die, But you know it is a 


maxim ia the Englifh law, 28. Henry viii, That ‘If any 
law, ufage or cuftom be contrary to God’s law, they are null 
and void in themfelves.”” And how much fuch laws fo ri- 
goroufly . put in force again Diffenters, are againtt both the 
law of God and nature, you have by your own pens decided, 
and do alfo know what the proper interpreters of the law 
have faid of them, viz. That Proteftant Difiencers are not 


_jntended by them, but the Papifts only. || 


And as for the fevere penalties inflicted on Diffenters, as fe. 


ditious and riotous, for their affembiing together to worfhip 


God, as though they thereby infringed the law, and violated | 
public peace ; and for which they have fuffered in their eftates 
and trades, at leait two millions, as fuppofed, contrary to the 
true inteat and meaning of thofe ftatutes, if the maxim of the 
law be true, that ** The intention makes the legal trefpafs. 
both astotreafon, felony, murder and ridt twenty three 
years experience evidencing their quiet and peaceable beha- 
viour, and that they have been as far from fedition and riot 
_ (as the law defines) as any in the nation. | | 
 Lambard * our great English lawyer defining ariot, tells us, 
** It iswhere three or more perfons be diforderly affembled 
in armour, with an intent to commit with force and violence 
an unlawful at; and that great numbers being aflembled to- _ 
gether make no riot, ’till fuch a riotous intent be known ;’? 
quoting the following ftatutes, they fo defining. it, 13 H. 4, 
13: 2 Edw. 3. 3.2 R. 2.0.6, 

But have you difowned and witnefled againit the cruelties 
exercifed, and done what you could to prevent them? or ras 
ther with Edom ftood on the other fide, Obad. v. 11, and | 
helped forward your brethren’s afflictions, and by your 
preffes, pulpits, addrefies, and cruel courts, furthered i it all 
lies in you? 

Q.5. Ifyou declare, thatit is no finful to fep: rate 
from thofe who feparate from the truth and true ‘Church, but 
a duty to God and ourfelves, to free us from fin and fuffering; 
+ then ifyou yourfely es have made a feparation from the truth 
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and true church, you not only reproach your own feparation 
from Rome, but juftify your brethren’s from you, as warrant- 

able by your own principles; who art thou that judgep ano- 
ther, and docft-the fame things ? &c. 

Q. 6. If by your own, as well as Scripture rules, it is no— 
fedition nor contempt of authority, not toobey the unlawful 
commands of magiltrates in the things of God, { then whether 
your diffenting brethren are not moft injurioufly dealt with by 
you, for that great outcry gone out againft them from your 

pulpits and preffes, for fedition and rebellion ; when itis only 

inthe matter of their God you have to accufe them, and for 

their faying with the apoftles, it is better to obey God than men; 

|? there being in truth nomore fedition nor rebellion, to be found 

either in their principles or practice, than your own. 
| Q.7. If all this be true, then whether it does not very ill 
explain that ufual faying, ‘ ‘That Popery is rather to be cho- 
_* fen than Prefbyterianifm ; and that it is better to be a Papift =| 
than a Prefbyterian ?” 

Thus, Sir, youhave fomething which the Diffenters have 

_ to fay for themfelves, hoping it will not be judged either un- 

»  reafonable, or unfeafonable, to prefent to you this their juft de- 
fence, and give you thus the merits of the caufe, not only 
\. from your call fo to do (anda filence thereupon might either 
befpeak confenting guilt, or prevent a fatisfying reply to our 
confcientious fcruples) butalfo the many fevere preflures and 
fufferings we lie under from you for our Non-conformity, which 
may plead fome excufe for this modeft Plea; loofers being ad- 
mitted the liberty of fpeech, as fick men to groan, and the af- 
flicted to ery : Therefore may we not hope fora fair admiffion 
of our complaint forthe prefent, and better ufage for the fu- 
ture ; fince we have not todo with favage Indians, nor brutith 
“Irith, maffacring cut- throats, worfe than Camibals, to whom 
all reafon, right and truth is inacceflible, but with our own 
/ countrymen, neighbours, fellow-citizens, acquaintance, 're- 
lations, gentlemen, fcholars; with men profefling the fame 
, Proteftant religion with ourfelves, and withfo many who. 
have offered reafons and arguments to us, and may therefore 


ROM oer will receive it from us (how elfe can they anfwer 
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our fcruples,) and not ftop our mouths with goals, pillories, | 
and halters ; fay what they pleafe to render us and our prin- 
ciples obnoxious, and retufe and reje& our jult defence ? It be-. 
ing below common ingenuity to challenge an adverfary to the 
field, and when heappears, caufe him to be difarm’d, gage’d 
and bound, and then mantully cudgel him, and boaft of a 
conqueft. Far be it from us fo think, and particularly fince 
you yourfelves lie under the fame cenfure of fchifm, herefly 
and {edition from the Popith party, as we from you ; fo that 
there wants nothing but demonitration, candour and Charity 
to fet all Proteftants to rights. | 

But efpecially living under a Prince, who has expreffed fo . 
much tender regard, and fo many promifes to tender con- 
{ciences, who live peaceably, and who is of that fagacity and 
prudence, to judge, whether it will be more for his interett 
and profit to root up and deftroy fuch an innocent, peaceable: 
and profitable people, and fufier their fubftance to be taken 
from them (as fome wicked Hamans may fugeeft and pro- 
voke) or with the Eaftern Monarchs, in like cafe, to let fuch 
cruel harpies and bloody incendiaries againft the innocent 
Non-conformitts of this day, feel his jufl rebukes, as Eth. vii. 
10. viii. 11, &C. Dan. 111. 29. vi, 24. And as to enrich the 
treafury, whether itis not like to be more effeGiual and juft, to 
do it with Popifh emoluments yet remaining in this nation, 
and to take up where Henry 8. left off, and make thorough 
work of it. | 

Laftly, to conclude, be pleafed i in your own words to be 
exhorted, ‘‘ ‘That laying afide all prejudices, favour to, or 
admiration of men’s perfons, evil affe&tion, love of a party, or 
carnal intereit to bias your. judgment, you would impartially 
weigh and confider the arguments herein propofed, being dif- 
fident of your own apprehenfion, and indifferent to either part 

ofthe queftion ; and think it no fhame to change your mind 

_ when better reafon is offered to you; for the Difienters defire — 
none to be their profelytes any furtherthan they give Scrip- __ 
ture and reafon for it; refling very confident, that if they 
could prevail with the people equally to hear both fides, and 
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PART QO, 
THE 


IMAGE. OF BEAST; 


OR 


PARALLEL "SCHEME 
O F THE | 


PAGAN, PAPAL, and CHRISTIAN 
RITES and CEREMONIES, 


How are the hidden things of Efau fought out! —Obad. ver. 6. 
Our God whom we ferve, is able to deliver us, and be will 
deliver us: But if not, be it known, that we will not ferve your 
Gods, nor worfoip the golden image that ye have Let 
Dan. iii. 17, 18. 

And the angel faid with a loud voice, If any man worfbip the 
beafi, and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in 
bis hand, the fame fall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which fhall be poured out without mixture, in the cup of bis in- 
dignation.—Rev. 


READER, 
‘OU have here a brief, and I hope, fatisfaétory account 
from many learned authors, of the rife and original of 
many of the rites and ceremonies now in queftion, which 
have, and do occafion fo much trouble and diftrefs ; the only 
right way to end difputes, which was the method Chrift took 
with the Pharifees, Matt. xix. 8. and which Dr. Pierce fo 
_ wifely obferves from him, in confuting the Papitts ; whereby 
it is eafily difcerned, what is from above, and what from be- 


neath ; what from God, and what from man ; this proves 
their 
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their rife and birth to be many hundred years before Chrift, 
therefore not from him for chriftian fervice. 

The learned Cafaubon, in his Orignal of Idolats ry, Written in 
French, and colleéted from Elafopolitan’s Commentaries, tran{- 
lated by Darcy, fays, p. 73. that ‘* the main and principal 
parts of the mafs were digefled and brought in by Numa Pom- 
pilius the fecond king of the Romans, a great magician, 
about 700 years before Chrift.) The further additions were in= 
vented by other Roman pontiffs, and efpecially by a monk, 
called Gregory, the firft of that name, who attained the 
Papacy, beingsinitruéted in Pythagorical magic philofo- 
phy, having alfo ftudied the laws of King Tullus Hoftilius 
fiieceffor to Numa, and to the end he might perpetuate his 
name, inftituted divers additions to the mafs, &c.”” ) 

You have therefore, for your better information, this pa- 
rallel fcheme here prefented to you, of the Pagan and Papal - 


rites and ceremonies, where you find the great harmony and 


agreement, tha is between them (the child being not 
more like the fathtr, than Rome papal is to Rome pagan in 
its ecclefiaitical rites and fervice ;) and therefore is it not em~ 
phatically by the Holy Ghoft filed The Image of the beaf ? 
Rev. xiii. 14,15, &c. And did it not-prove the healing the 
deadly wound given tothe dragonical beaff? vy. 4. Andwho 
you will find not to be in greater Non-conformity to the pa- 
gan, than to the chriftian church, of which you have a brief 
profpect from the Scripture, the true fandard to PY and judge 
all images and idols by. . 

But you will fay, « Why do you give the heathen the de. 
nomination of a church? Is that proper?” Yes. Why 
not. Do you not read of the church of evil xxvis 


And fynagogue of Satan? Rev. ii, And I know no reafon 


why Rome pagan, the mother, may not be fo called, as well 
as Kome papal, the daughter, who fetches fo much of her 


| 
ecclefiaftical polity, church rites, fervices and ceremonies 


fromher. But did not pagan Rome kill Chrift, and difown | 
chriftianity, which papal Rome did not? It is true, Rome 
pagan did murther Chrift in his perfon, and fo doth Rome 
papai ia his members, which is illing him afreth ; and tho’ 
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in ait, they feem with Judas to fay, Hail, Maser, and kifs ' 
him with a Fe/u, Fefu, yet in their works they deny, betray, 

fell, and crucify him; and by blafphemous traditions and 
impious fuperititions, make void his whole law, ufurp his 
throne and authority, fit in the temple of God, as God, 


207). 


changing times, laws and ordinances, 


As to the authorities to jultify each particular, which you a 
might have expected under each head, I muft refer you to a if 
Jarger piece treating thereof, which doth it very diftinctly, 
this being but an epitome of it; though in general you may. 
underftand the following authors have been confulted here- 
upon: Plutarch in Numa, Tacitus, Titus Livius Decad. 
Pliny, Alexander ab Alexander, Blondel de Rom. Triump. Due 

_ randus, Darcy’s tranflation of Cafaubon, Dr. Moore’s Myfery 
of Iniquity, and that excellent piece, called Pagana Papi/= 


The IMAGE of the BEAST, bc. 


THE Diaponical, 
or Pagan church 
confilteth in, 


4. Its Head. 

The Emperor of 
Rome prefiding by 
the policy of Hell, 
over all ecclefi- 
aftical affairs, as 
well as civil, was 
called | Pontifex max- 
imus, or high prieit, 
to whom was given 
divine honour, and 
proftration at his 


feet: And as head 
of the church, or 
High 


The Bealtly, Papal 
church is con- 
_formable to the 

Pagan in, 
1. dts Head. 

The Pope of 


Rome prefiding by. 


the policy of Hell, 
over all ecclefiatti- 
cal affairs, claim- 
ing the civil, is alfo 
called Pontifex ma- 
ximus, or High- 
priett, to whom di- 
vine honour’ is 
given, and proftra- 
tion at his feet: 
And as head of the 

church 

O 2 


‘King, but Chrift 


the Father hascom- 


T..D. 


ute. 


H E  Chriftian 


church confifteth 
in, 

. Its Head. 

| Neither Empe- 
ror, Pope, nor 


himfelf, to whom 


mitted it; having | 
purchafed ic allo 
with his own-blood, 
who as High prieft 
and King, is the a<- 
lone author and ine 
ftitutor of its order, 
rule, and worfhip, 
with 
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purate fynod, or 
princes in purple to 


affift him, 


2. Its Memébers. 
The members 


and parts of the 
church, were the 


parts of the Em- 


*pire, as divided in- 


to ten parts, horns, 
or kingdoms; and 


thofe ten kingdoms 
diftributed into na- 


tions, provinces,di- 


-ocefes, and cures, 


underrefpeCtive go- 
vernors, ¢ivil, mi- 
litary, and eccle- 


fiaftical. | 


3. The Gods wor- 
Sripped. 


Befides their fu- 
preme God Jupiter, 


Or Jove, whofe 


name they derived 
from Febovab, the 
governor of heaven 
| 


High priefl, had 
 firft fruits, annates, 

oblations, &c. paid 
him, andalfoapur- 


(108 ) 
church and High 


—prieft, has firft- 


fruits, annates,ob- 
lations, &c, paid 
him, and a purpu- 
rate fynod, or car- 
dinals in purple to 
him. 


2. Members. 


The members 
and parts of this 
church are not any 


Catholic church, 


are the parts of the 
_ Empire, as divided 
into ten horns, or 
ten kingdoms; and 


thofeten kingdoms 
diftributed into na- 
tions, provinces, 
diocefes, and pa- 
rifhes, for the bet- 
ter adminiftration 


of papal jurifdic- 


tion. 


3: The Gods qwer- 


pripped. 


Befides the fu- 
preme God Fehbo- 
vab, the governor 
of heaven and 
earth, whom they 
pretendtoworhhip, 

they 


with all things that 
belong thereto, and 
neceflary to be ob- 


ferved therein ; to 


whom divine ho- 
nour is duly paid ; 
Godbleffed for ever; 


the government 


his fhoulders with- 
out any catholic vi- 
cartoamitt. 
2» Jts Members. 
The members 
of the Chriftian 


empire, region, ci- 
ty, or province, but 
only: fuch of. the 
faithful, or believ- 
ers, in all parts of 


the world, who are 


called to vifible 
fainthip, and 


derly put together 
into diftin@ con- 


gregations, as 
Chrift has direéted 
in the New Tefta- 
ment... 


3. worfbipping | 


the true God, only 
and truly, 
Though there 


be that are called 
Gods, ewhet her fr 
heaven or earth, ag 


there be Gods mae 


ny aud Lords ma- 
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dedicated 


earth, 


and 


divers inferior — 
 Deigies, Gods, and 


they divinely wor- 


fhipped ; 


Vetta, Juno, or Lu- 


na, the Q, of hea- 
ven and mother of © 

God,Saturn, Mars, 
Venus, Mercary, 
Phoebus, Bacchus, 
Vulcan, &c. to 


whom they, as their 


Numens, heroes or 
interceflors, built 
temples, erected 
altars and ftatues, 
feaits, 
and called the days 
by their names; 
they had demons 


 ‘gtherial, and tu- 


telar Gods and 
Goddeffes, to be 
applied to by {fe- 
veral vocations, 
countries, cities, 
families orders ,&c. 
as Divus Nepturus, 


for mariners; Di- 


wus Pan, for thep- 
herds ; Diva Pa- 
hes, for | hufband- 
men; Diva Flora, 
for the courtezan ; 
Diva Diana, 


; Divus 
LE 


for 


( ) 


they have divers 


inferior Deities, 
Gods and God- 
defies, whom they 
divinely worthip ; 
Diva ‘or San&a 


Maria, the Q, of 


heaven and mo- 
ther of God ; with 
Divas Petrus, St. 
Paul, St. John, St. 
Thomas, St. Ste- 
phen, St. Andrew, 
&c. to whom they, 
as their Numens, 
or interceflors, 
build temples, e- 


ree altars, and de- 


dicate feafts ; pay- 
ing alfo fo much 
reverence to the 
Pagan Gods, as to 
keep up their 
namesin the days 


of the week, Sun- 


day, |§ Monday, 
-Tuefday, Wednef- 
day, 
Friday, and Sater- 


day ; they haveal- - 
fo tutelar and 


therial Gods and 
Goddeffes, to be 


applied to by 


veral vocations, 
cities, families, or- 
ders, fick perfons: 


as Divas or St. Ni- 


cholas, 


not bow dows thy- 


Thurfday, 


from amongh them, 
and be ye Stparate, 


ny, but toms there 
is but one God, the — 
Sather, of whom are 
all things, and we 
in and one 
Lord Fefus by whom 
are all things, and 
Wwe by bim. 1 Cor. 
vin. 5,6. Make no 
mention of the names 
of other Gods, nei- 
ther let it be beard 
out of thy mouth, 
Exodus xxiii. 
Thow foalt bave ne 
other Gods befides 
me; thou foalt not 
make to thyfelf any 
graven image, or 
any likene/s of any 
thing that is in bea- 
ven above, or earth 


beneath, thou fbalt 


Jelf to them, nor 
serve thim; for 
the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God. 
Exodus xx. 35455. 
What agreement 
hath the temple of 
God with idols? 
for ye are the temple — 
of the living God. 
Wherefore come out. 


\ 


~ 


Jaith the Lord, and 
touch 


| 
| | 
| 
Goddeffes, whom 
j 
| | 
| 
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A feulopius, for the 
phyfician ; Divus 
Bacchus, for the 
good fellow; Di- 
wus Mercurius, for 
the . tradefmen : 
they had Gods for 
every family, city, 
country and difeafe, 


(ant, ficat, fra, 
&c. befides in the 


Pent MAXIMUS, 
and fynod, was 
placed the right of 
af of weofis, OF God- 
making; ie. To 
create and enroll 
{ome deceafed wor- 
thies inthe number 
of their Gods, to 
whom temples, al- 
tars, crders, and 
were ap- 
pointed, and.fcili- 
vals in thear names 
eclebrated, 


4. The Places of 


Temples cr fanes, 
both rich and mag- 
nificent, they built 


-in the names, and 


de- 


+ 


) 
cholas, for the ma- 
riner; St. Windo- 
line, for the fhep- 
herd; St. John 


Bapuit, for 


hufbandmen; St. 


‘Mary Magdalen, 


for the courtezan ; 


St. Hubert, for 
the huntiman, St. 


Crifpin, for the 
fhoem:ker, &c, 
The city, country, 


family, and phy fic 


(sods are innume- 


rable; St. George, 
for England; St. | 
Dennis for France; | 


St. Mark, for Ve- 
nice, &c. Gods 


almolt for every. 


difeafe; befides 
the God-making 


power, that is in| 


the Pope and Car- 
dinals, to canonize 
what deceafedwor- 
thies they pleafe, 
and to appoint 
them temples, al- 
tars, orders, and 
feftivals. 
4. The Places of 
worship. 
They enjoy the 
temples of the hea- 
then, only new 


| confecrated, | and 


de- 


touch not the unclear 


thing, &c. Cor. 
vi. 16. 17, 


‘things which the 


gentiles facrifice, 
they facrifice to de- 
wils and not to God; 
and L would not that 
ye foould have fil- 
loafhit with dewils, 
Cor. x; 20. 


4. In ts Worprip 
refpeing Places. 

There having 
been no confecrat- 
ed place, or holy 
ground, fince the 
| | dif- 
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dedicated to the 
honour of their 
Gods; as the tem- 
-ple of Jupiter, the 


capitol of Rome, - 


was dedicated to 
him. Vella, the 
Q. of heaven, and 
mother of God, 
had a temple and 
nunnery dedicated 


to her; and fo had 
all the reit of the 


Gods, as Saturn, 
Mars, Venus, Dia- 
na, Minerva, Nep- 
tune, Apollo, &c. 
yea one to all. the 
Gods called Pan- 
theon. They built 
their temples calt 
and welt; worfhip- 
ping towards the 
ealt, by their flu 
| gurs and Auru/pices 
with many prayers, 
ceremonies and fo- 
lemnities. They 
confecrated firft the 
ground, and then 
the temple, which 
was built upon it; 
altars were erected 
in them, and fump- 
tuoully 


ftatucs placed 
in them with light- 


ed 


adorned, 


namesat their 


* 


and ftatues placed 


( 


dedicated them to 


theirowu Gods, to 
whom. they gave. 


chriitening, as St. 
Saviour’s, for 


piter’s, St. Mary’s, 


for Velta’s temple; 
and fo for the rett 
of their Gods; St. 
Peter’s tor Apol- 
lo’s ; St. Paul’s for 
the temple of Dia- 
na; (fo it was at 


London) St. Ni- 


—cholas 


for Nep- 
tune’s; and All 
Saints for Panthe- 
on. ‘They built 


new temples, eatt 


and weil, and wor- 


fhipped as the hea. 
thens did, towards 
the ealt ; and do, 
by! their priefts, 


confecrate firit the 


cround, ‘then the 
temple. which 
ftands lupon it; 
altars are erected 
in them,and fump- 
adorned, 


on them with light- 


ed candles, which 


they worfhip. A 


feaft of dedication | 


is 


‘Heb. 
moft hich dwelling 


diffolution of the 
temple, by Geod’s 
appointment — to 
build temples, or 


holy places of wor-' 


fhip - the true wor- 
fhippers, who wors 


hip the Father in 


fpirit and truth, are 
truly his church 
and houfe, where- 
ver they meet, be 


it in wood, field, 
houfe, or barn; fo 
faith the Apoltie,. 


With all, who tn 
every place call upon 
ibe name of the Lord 
Fejus Corif, our 
Lord. 
Whole houfe are we. 


The 


not in temples made 
with hands, as fatth 


the Prophet. What 


houfe will ye build 
me? Or avhat is 
the place of my refi ? 
avho fills heaven and 


(earth, Atts vii. 48, 


49. No altars or 


candles, worfhip- 


ping eaft and welt, 
or fealis of dedica- 
tion in Chrilt’s 
church ; being all 

Pagan 


I Cor. 1. 26. 


| 


| 

| 


| | 
| 
‘ 
| | 


ed candles, which 
they worshipped. 
A featt of dedica- 
tion was annually 
kept to the honour 
of the dxwmon the 
temple was dedi- 
cated to; which, 
after their religious 
rites were over, was 
{pent in revelling 
and jollity; and 
‘this, as God’s 
houfe, they paid 


freat reverence 


5- Times ‘cf 
orfarp. 
They divided 
their daysinto 
feaft-days, profefit, 
working: days, aud 
interctfi, halt holy- 


days ; the | featt. 


daysthey dedicated 
in the name, and 
to the honour of 


their Gods, of 


which there were 
‘many. Some of 
their capital feafts 
were thele » Their 
Saturnalia, kept fe. 
veral days together 
in December, with 
Ful-camis, Mrs. of 
Mifrule, maique- 
racing, and all de- 
baucherics; adorn- 


ing. 


ferved 


Cisse) 
is annually kept to 


the honour of the 
faint the temple 1s 


Pagan or Papal ins 


ventions. 


confecrated 


which is. fpent 
with revelling and 
jollitv; and this, 
as God’s 
they pay great 
reverence to. 


The Times of 
Worfoip. 
They divided 

their days into 


featts, falls, vigils, 


and working days, 
as their. calendar 
mentions. ‘Their 
feaits decicated to 
the honour of their 
Saints, or Gods, 


are very many 
-fome of their capi- 
tal fealls-are thefe 


Their ~Saturnalia, 
or Chriamas, ob- 


both in time and 
manner, as the 
heatliens was; Eu/- 
Mrs. of 
Milrule, mafque- 
rades, debauchee 

rics ; 


directly, 


5. The Times of 


Warfhip. 
The firft day of 
the week is the 
Chrittian fabbath ; 
and the only fland- 
ing time for rett 
and worthip, to be 
obferved holy unto 
the Lord: The o- 
ther fix days being 
appointed for las 
bour, as the fourth 
commandment Ore. 
ders. Remember to 
keep holy the feventh 
day, fix days fhali 
thou labour, and do 


all thy work. 


Pope, that changer 
oftimes, faith, Thou 
fhale labour buat 
three or four days ; 
| the 
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ing theit temples 
and honrfes with 


green leayes and 


boughs; the Epi- 
phany (from the 
appearing of their 
Gods); their Pro- 
Jerpinalia, or featts 
of candles, in Feb- 
ruary; their Pa/e- 
lia, or fhepherds 
feaits, on Midfum- 
 mer-day their 
Floriadja, on May- 
day, with great jol- 
lity, by young peo- 
ple of both fexes ; 
{eattering boughs, 
and flowers, and 
dancingabout may- 
poles their Ame 
bervalia, or proce 
fions, when they 
begged a blefling 
their Gods on 

their | fields. and 
fruits; the fealtof 

Eafter to that God- 
~ defs, in April; they 
had their’ Baccha- 
nalia, their Cera- 
dia, their Venalia, 
and their Panatha- 


\ 
mea, a to all 


their Gods; cano- 
nical hours for fae 
crifice and devo- 
tion; and a Jubi- 


lee, or year of eft. 


( 113, 
ries adorning 
their houfes and 
temples with green 
leaves and boughs; 


the Epiphany featt, 


as the heathens 


was; alfo Candle- 


mas, the purifica- 


tion of the virgin 


Mary, in Februa- 
ry, as their Profer- 
finalia, or candle- 
feat; their St. 
John the baptit, 
on Midfummer- 
day, as their Pa/e- 
fia; alfo Philip and 
James-onVay-day, 
kept as their Plo- 
ra’s feall, time and 
manner; alto pro- 
ceflion, or peram- 
bulation, in Roga- 


tion .week,. time | 
and manner, with 


their Anlervalia ; 
alfo the feail of 
fter, time, name, 
and manner ; they 
have their Whit- 
funales for their 
Barchanalia, their 
All Saints fortheir 
Panathanea, CAno- 
nical hours for fer- 


vice, anda year of 


Jubilee for reft. 


the reft are his holy 


days. No fet times, 


either for feaits, 
fafts, or vigils, are 
appointed byChrift, 
which are only to 


obferved as oc- 


cafion is adminie- 
ftered; all their 


holy-days and fefti. 


vals, celebrated in 
honour of the papal 
and pagar Gods, 
Numens, or 
mons, are an 
mination to the 


Lord, anda great. 


opprefion ‘to the 


nations; God re- 
quiring but a fe. 


venth part of time 


for his public 


fhip and fervice ; 
and they etadt half; 


if not two thirds of © 


it, for the worthip 


and fervice of their 


idols, 
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6. Its Prighboed. 
They had fupe- 
rior pricits, viz. 
flamins, and arch- 
flamins, for facer- 
dotal fervice, in 
their provinces and. 
dioceies ; and inte- 


rior priefts, diitin- 


guithed by digni- 
fied names, ton- 
fures, orders, and 
habits. The dig- 
nihed pricits, were 
thofe who attended 


on thecapital tem- 


ples, as the proper 
pricits of jupiter, 
Apollo, Minerva, 


Vefta, Diana, Ve- 


nus, Cybele, fome 
of which were cal]- 
ed Dialia, Martia- 


gures, Saliens, Fe- 


 giads: and more in- 
 fertor pricils, who 


had the care of the 
facred celebrations 
in the cures, called 
curiones. There 


were proper habits 
for all the prieit- 


hood, and particu-. 
Jar veftments for 
their divine fer- 
vice, Viz. albes, tu- 
nicles, amicts, &c. 


6. lis Prich hood. 
Their prieils are 
either fuperior or 
inferior. Their fu- 
perior arch-bifhops 
and bithops, for 
facerdotal fervice, 
in provinces and 
dioceles ; their in- 
ferior diftinguifhed 
by dignifednames, 
tonfures, orders, 
‘and habits; che 
dignified clergy, 
were thofe who at- 
tended the capi- 
tal, or cathedral 


*churches, as deans, 


chapters,  pre- 
bends, arch-dea- 
cons ;. and the 
more inferior 


_ priefts, who have 
hia, Quiripalia, Au- 


celebrations 


the care of facred 


charches, or pa- 
rifhes, called cu- 


Fates, parfons, vi- 


cars, deacons; an- 


| dts Miniftry. 
In Chrift’s 
church, there are 
only two forts of. 
offices and officers, 
by the New Tefta- 
ment appointment. 
Elders anddeacons; 
the elders to admi- 
nifter ordinances, 
and to govern the 
church ; and dea- 
cons to make ‘pro- 
vifion for, /to vifit, 
and take care of 
the poor; none of 
the miniftry diftin. 
guifhed from the 
laity by habits or 
tonfures, which are 
pagan and papal 
inventionsand abo- 
minations ; (the 
prohibition of mar- 
riage, being a doc- 
trine of devils ;) 
leéted and confe- 
crated according to 
Chrift’s canons, by 


fwering their curi- the particular cone 


ones. They have 
proper habits for 


their holy mini- 
trations, viz. fur- 
plices, or albes, 
cafaubles, or tuni- 
cles, veils, or a- 
mitts, to which 

they 


gregations wherein 
they ferve Chrift; 
and according to 
Chrift’s law and 
primitive practice, 
are maintained by 
the voluntary con» 
‘tribution of the 

flocks 
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they had tonfures, 


or fhavings, fo the 


prielts of Dia- 


na, Jupiter; divers 
orders of prielts to 
whom marriage was 
prohibited, as the 
priefts of Vetta, 
Minerva, Apollo, 

and thofe of Cy- 
bele; who were 
caftrated, eleéted, 
and confecrated ac- 
cording to the ri- 
tual of Numa, and 


put into their cures” 


by the Pontifex, 

maintained accord- 

ing to their eccle- 

fiaftical conftitu- 
tion; the Pontiffs 
by annates and ob- 

Jations; and the 

priefts by benefices, 

obfequies, &c. 

7. dts rites and ceree 
monies, 
Their principal 

fervice, compre- 

hending moft of 
their rites and ce- 
remonies, was call- 


ed the mafs, the 


principal parts of 
which were, 1ft. 
TheA/perges,which 
was {prinkling with 

holy 


they add copes, e- 
phods, maniples, 
zones, &c. They 
have tonfures, or 
fhavings of their 


orders, and to 
whom marriage is 
forbidden: elected 
ant  confecrated 
according to the 
Pope’s ecclefiafti- 
cal canons, and 
put intotheir cures 


maintained accord- 


ing to their eccle- 


fiattical cuftoms 


the Popes by ane 
nates, 
&c. the priefts by 
benefices, offer- 
ings, 


7. Its rites and cee 
Their principal 

fervice, compre- 


hending moft of 


their rites and ce- 
remonies, is called 
the mais, where we 
find, The 4/- 


perges, or {prink- 


ling with holy wa- 
ter at the temple 
door, 


oblations, 
obfequies, 


flocks they feed 


and. rule, having 


no. benefices, or 
forced maintain- 


ance of tithes to 
live upon. 


oblations, 


7. dts rites and cere- 


«monies. 


No fuch things 


in Chrift’s fervice, — 
by his appoint- 
ment, as liturgies, — 


litanies, § church 
mufic, organs, 
flutes, violins, fing- 
ing of prayers, ane 
thems, or colleéts ; 


no burningincenfe, 
odours, 
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| holy water, at the 


temple door, all 
that attended that 
fervice, for fancti- 
fication. 2. The 
proceflion,when the 
prieft in his’ velt, 
fhaven crown, and 


taper in his hand, 


carried about 
fhrines, with fup- 


_ plication and 


thank{giving, with 
mufic,. 3. Trim- 
ming altars with 


cloths, lights, 


Images. 4. The 
Confiteor, making 
conteflion and fup- 
plication to the 
Gods, 5. The Ver- 
tigines, VIZ. antic 
poftures, geltures 
of the prieit at the 


altar. 


church mufic, vo- 
cal and inftrumen- 
tal ; puting up 
canticles, 


offerin 


tions and offerings. 


incente, 
odours, and per- 
fumes. 8. Theof- 
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door, for fanétifi- 


cation, all chat at- 


tended the fcrvice. 


2. ‘The proceflion, 
wherein the priett 
in his velt, fhaven 
crown, and taper 
in his hand, carries 
about the relics, or 
fhrines, with fup- 


plication and fing- 


ing, with mufic. 
3. Adorning the 


altars with cloths, 


lights, and images. 
4. The Confteor, 
or confeffion. 5. 
The Vertigines, or 
windings, 
ings, and lifting 
up of the prieft’s 
hands. 6. Their 
church mufic, vo- 
cal and inftruamen- 


lins, voices, &c. 
7. Offering 
cenic, with odours 
and perfumes. 8. 
The offertory, or 


offerings. The. 


wafer, or 


round 
) 

hott, given to the 

communicants. 10. 


~The’ conclufion 


9. The! 


with 


turne-. 


putting up 
| fongs, collects, an- 
‘thems, &c. with 
organs, flutes, 
pwans, | | 
colleéts, to their. 
Gods, with organs, 

flutes, violins, &c. 


7.The J hural part, | 


odours, tapers, and 


candles upon al- 


Lars; NO 
croflings, kneelings 
at altars, bowing to 
the eatt 3 but pray- 
ing in the {pirit, 
and prailing in the 
{pirit, receiving the 
Lord’s fupper, the 
bread and the wine, 
according to his in- 
ftitution, without 


any of their pagan 


and papal inven- 
tions and fuperiti- 


| tions. | 


| 
| 
\ 
4 
> 
x 
fertory, viz. obla- 
| 


_g. The round hott, 
or fmall round 
loaves, given tothe 
communicants. 10. 


The conclufion, 
with Jte miffa ef, 
pronounced by the 
priefl. They had 
many curvations or 
bowings, fattings, 
flagellations, or 
whippings, lying 
wonders by forces 


ry, and miraculou? 


appearing of their 
Gods; dirges, wor- 
fhipping’ towards 
the ealt, &c. 

8. La its impofition 
and perfecution, 


They violently 


impofed their fer- 


vice and ceremo- 
nies, not fuifering 
thediffenting chrif- 
tians to buy or fell; 
perfecuting them to 


confijcation and 


blood. 
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with mifa eff, 


pronounced by the 


price, They have 


curvations, flagele 


lations, penances, 
wonders, dire 
ges, worlhipping 
towards the eat: 
they have alfo fee 
veral additions to 


-the mafs, as lita- 


nies, epiltles, gof- 
pels, canons, tracts, 
kiffpix, -croffes, 
kneelings, &c. 


8. In its impofition 
and perfecution. 
They violently 
impofe their fer- 
vice and ceremo- 
nics, not fuffering 
the diflenters to 
buy or fell 5’ but 
perfecute them to 
confifcation and 


blood, 


8. dn its lowe, mech- 


nefs, 

No forcible im- 
pofiaon of Chrift’s 
dervice; no perfe- 
cution, corporal 
mulets, and punifh- 
ments on diflenters 


or gainfayers ; but 


the exercile of love, 
paticuce, and loag 
fuftering,with gen- 


tlenefs towards 
them, 
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Pp RT I. 


A NARRATIVE 
OF THE 


SUFFERINGS, 


or Publifhing the-foregoing Work: 
modeft REFLECTIONS 
Direéted to Dr. CA LAM Y: 


Gral. iv. 16. 

Uf thou feeft she oppreffien ofthe poor, and violent perverting of 
| judgment and juftice in a province, marvel not at the matter, for 
he that is bigher than the higheft regardeth. Ecci. v.'8. 


Tf ye fuffer for ri ighteou/ne/s Jake, happy are ye; and be net 
4i terror, wither be 1 Pet. ili. 


SI R, | 
Am concerned to acquaint you with my cafe, abd becaufe pof- 


fibly, fome affairs that are more confiderable to you, may 
have diverted you from any inquiry ref pecting a prifoner, whofe 
compliance to you made him fo; I will give you a brief ac- 
_countof the whole, and intreat you to give me fome refolution 
to fome certain things, which I thail propofe, which if fairly 
refolved, will, in my opinion, prove a confiderable ftep to con= 
vince a great many Scrupulous Con/fciences, or elfe give a check 
_ to pulpit and prefs challenges, and mollify the hearts of fuch 
as fo ruinoufly, and feverely profecute them, for fuch fcruples 
as are invincible by any other medium than what you dirett 


to, Our rule of ram, the Bible. 
My 


— - 
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My cafe is briefly thus: 
On the 29th of Nove mber laf, late in the evening, [ was 


- apprehended by one Robert Stephens, a mefienger to the 


prefs; and by hum carried before Sir ‘Thomas Jenner, now 


Recorder of London, who afked me divers queltions, the mott 


material of which are mentioned in the following letter, fent 


_ afterwards to him:'by the fame Recorder I was fent to the 


Compter in Wood-flreet, where | had mott wretched accom- 
modation ; Iwas turned in amongtt the common: fide pri+ 


— foners, where a hard bench was my bed, and two bricks my 
pillow ; and not fuffered to fce fome of my dequaintance that 
were prifoners there, as Diflenters. 


Next morning, Mr, Stephens got me sited to the lodge, 
and, to his praife be it {poken, narrowly fearched me for 
papers, but found none for his purpofe, and fo left me to be | 
turned in again ; but a Tittle while after I was fent by a freth 


‘warrant to Newgate. ‘The copy of which follows. 


_ 'Tothe Keeper of Newgate, or his Deputy. 
London /... You are hercby required to .reccive into your 


cuftody, the body. of ‘Thomas De Laune, and him fately keep 


until he fhall be delivered by due courfe of law; forthat it 
appeared before me, by his own confeflion, that he is the 
author and penman of a certain pamphlet intituied Plea for 
the Non-conformifis, and hath caufed many hundred theets 


‘thefeofto-be printed, wherein ‘are contained féveral {cditious 


and dangerous matters again{t the government; and for that 
he refufed to find fureties to appear at the next feflions of the 
peace, to be held for the city of London, at the Old Bailey, 
and to be of good behaviour in the mean ‘ume 3 and for fo 
doing this fhall be your warrant. Given under my hand and 


feal, this 30th of November, Careli cundi nunc Anglia 


&c. 35, A.D. 1683. 
Exam. per A. Nicolas. ‘Thomas J ner, Recorder. 


By virtue of this warrant, I was committed to Newgate, 
and lodged amongtt felons, whofe horrid. company made a 
perfect reprefen tation of that horrible place, which you defcribe 
when you mention He//. But after two days and nights, with- 
out eny refrefiment, the unstualnels of lociety and place 

having 
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“having impaired my health, the conititution of which, at bef, 
is very tender and crazy, I was removed; but Iam now inthe 
prefs-yard, a place of fome fobriety, though fill a prifon. 
A few days after I fent the following letter to Sir ‘Thomas 
Jenner, and the 8ch of Dec. by my wife, another to you 5 the 
words of the former were thefe: 


To Sir Thomas Jenner, Kat, Recorder of London. . 


You know I was committed prifoner, firft to the compter in, 


~Wood-ttreet, then to Newgate, by your warrant. In my Mit- 
simus itis tid, that I refufed'to give bail, which is a mittake ; 
for being alked by you, whether I would give bail then? I faid 


—— Lcould not, it being fo late at night, that [had no opportunity 


to fend to fuch as would bail me; and being afked whether I 
would give bail the next morning ? I faid I knew not whether 
[could ornot; becaufe I was not certain, whether fuch, to 
whom I might have made application, would do it or not: 
this was no fullenncfs nor obitinacy in me, but what my real 
apprehenfions then were. Some friends of mine, freemen of 
this city, went afterwards to be my bail, but they were told, 
you were not at home; they therefore made an application to 
Sir William Turner, who referred them to you. 

It is faidin the warrant, that I profeffed I was the author 
of a libel, intituled 4 plea for the Non-conformifis ; wherein are 
- contained things dangerous to the government, of which thus 

much and no farther is true; Iconfeffled before you, that 
I delivered a manufcript of my own hand writing to one John 
How, with that title, in order to be printed; and that ifthe 
print agreed with the manu(fcript, [would own it, otherwife 
I could not; becaufe the mifplacing of a ftop, the mifprinting 
of a letter, or fyllable, or fome other erratas of the prefs, 
would alter the fenfe even to contradiction, of what was in- 
tended to be difcuffed ; which was not as my indictment words 
it, in a form of aggravating terms, but in order to a plain 
difquifition of fuch things, as Dr. Calamy from pulpit and 
prefs, invited Diffenters to enquire into, as you may fee in his 
book called 4 Difcourfe of a Scrupulous Confeience. There is 
nothing of matters relating to the civil ftate, in what Il am 
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charged with, for! am not concerned with that; but if the 
guides of the church, as Dr. Calamy calls the beneficed men 
of the church of England, will make public challenges, they 
fhould receive objections without punifhing the objectors, 
whofe fu ppofed crime, is only for ae them ; and thatyou 
know, Sir, is agreeable to juftice. 

If any thing I have done, falls a the lath of Englifh 
laws, Fiat Fuflitia, but I am fatisfied, I have done nothing 
in this point unbecoming an honeft fubjeét, a fcholar, a gen- 
tleman, and which is worth all, a chriftian. I commit the 
whole mattér, with refpec to this difpute, to that Supreme 
Legifator; whois, without exception, and who 
judge all that are fabordinate to him: whichis all, from, 

| ou, Your Servant, 


‘Thomas De Laune. 
To Dr. Benjamin Calamy. — | 

‘In your printed Sermon, sevicuted Scrupulous Confcience 5 

you know you give a fair invitation to fuch as differ from you, 

to examine what each party, Conformitts and Non-con- 


remonies, which the guides of the church impofe on their 
members ; and by penal laws on their Proteftant fellow fub- 
jects, the Non-conformifts: without doubt your call to fuch, 
prefuppofed a reply, by which you expeéted, that there may 
be either an opportunity given to you and your brethren, to 
rectify what Scrupulous Confeiences mifunderftand ; or that 
there may be fome relaxation procured of the feverity they un- 
dergo, if their diffent appears to be warranted by that only 
rule of faith, which Dr, Stillingfleet and, other eminent Con- 
formifts ca!] the Bible. 

If you did not expect an anfwer, or thewetd that none, for 
fear of the 4@ of Uniformity, &c. would make any return to 
your call; what cana man of reafon judge, but that it was a 
florid Heel Or 2 triumphant harangue, a mere 
mockery and en{naring of poor Scrupulous Confcicnces, when 
they muft be muzzled, that they muftnot exhibit the caufes 
of their doubts. Sir, you know, that it is unequal to gag the 


formifis, fay for themfelv es, with “oe to the rites and ce- 
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ref student, when the Opponent’s mouth is at liberty, or to 
manacle the affaulted, when the Cane flourithes a me- 
nacing fword, 


Upon that public call of yours, I ventured to oa | 


with the moft diligent fearch I could ‘make, what each of the 
faid parties fay for themfelves; and this, not out of any 
litigious principle, that Pruritus Di/putandi, now too fatally 


grown epidemical ; but togive fuch as are concerned occafion 


to inveitigate thefe difputed matters to the very foundation, to 


the clearing up of truth, in a junéture when it can never be 
more feafonable. What was digefted, was intended to be fent _ 


you in a manufcript, with fome modeft inferences and en- 


guiries; but on recollection, I judged it would more anfwer | 


your end, i. e. public information, to have fuch arguments as 
are producible by the Diffenters, as public as the invitation 
you gave them from pulpit and prefs ; it being but equal, that 
the anfwer fhould be as {preading asthe objections, 

I am far from the vanity of pretending to be your compe- 


titor in the faculties of the fchools: I cannot judge of them - 


any otherwife, than as unferviceable to the chriftian religion, 


unlefs tin@tured with that grace, derivated only from the fanc- 


tifier of all gifts ; of which I hope you partake. 
Jam one of the meaneft of the flock, yet not below the re- 
gard of the Shepherd of fouls, who is no refpecter of perfons, 


and whofe example, fuch as call themfelves his ambaffadors, 
ought tofollow. And therefore, though fome who pin their 
faith on canonical fleeves, may cenfure me, for oppofing, or if | 


J may ufe a military metaphor, taking up the gauntlet againit 
a man of your figure; yet, Icantake up my fatisfaétion in this, 
that it was not pride, nor a popular itch, much lefs the love 


ofa prifon, that influenced me, to become an an{werer of 


your Scrupulous Con/ciences. 
I could heartily wifh, as a mercy to thefe nations, that all 


relivious differences were compofed by evangelical rules, and 
that all who own the name of Chrift, would ferve him with 
one heart, and with one foul, and not tear each other to pieces, 


which by confequence, muft expofe them as a prey to fuch as 


for their deftructions 
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“Vf the fanétions of Chrift in the Old and New Teftament 
ought to regulate the mode of his worthip, and that we are 


‘under an indifpenfible obligation to obey that Magna Charta_ 
of heaver, then let us either guit the name of chritlians, or 
according to the fupreme law-giver’s unrepealed flatutes, 


guite exploding what is undeniably borrowed rpm the Pom- 
pilian and Pontifical canons, - 

Some fheets have been printed off, of what I intended to 
prefent to you, but the meflenger of the prefs interrupted the 
procedure, and got me committed to Newgate, where [ am 
now confined. ‘here is nothing done, nor was intended to be 
done, but a fair examination of thofe things your Sermon in- 
vited to, which I had thought, if efteemed criminal, fhould | 
fall rather within the cognizance of divines, than the men of 
the law, for methinks the pandects fhould not be the oracles 
of religion ; and the temporal ftatutes fhould be fo civil, as to 


give precedency to the facred records. 


Tis poflible, that enquirers into religion, will lock on it asa 
prepofterous proceeding, and difagreeable to the nature of the 
chriftian faith, to force doubting perfons hy penalties ‘to em- 


brace it; for that can never make them good converts, but 


Sabesibes, May they not fay, ‘That it is an horrid difpas 
ragement to the felf evidencing light of the Gofpel, if it cane 
not flop the mouths of Deu Cavers any other way, than-by 
the rigid execution of acts of ftate? Icannot find, that Chrift , 
or his difciples, ever church-cur/ed or {crupulous 
conf{ciences to conformity. | 

My confinementis for accepting your invitation to hear both 
fides; and J app, al toyou, whether it be candid to punifl me 


for obeying a guide of the church ? I look upon you in honour 


obliged to procure my ‘heets yet unfinifhed a public pafiport, 
and to me my liberty, elfe muft conclude it unfair ; and that 
if the irrcfitible logic of goals crows a-la-mode, it wil] make 
the reformation fome pretend iS; fufpected to be very) little 

meritorious of that name. | | 
Religion is a facred thing, and has been horribly abufed by 
fuch as have fuperadded their own inventions, or thofe tra- 
ditional fopperics, received from our deceived and fuper- 
fitious 
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ftitious ancefors, Iam fatisfied, you, as well as Dr. Stilling- 
 flect, will own, or there is no debating with you, that the 
Scripture 1s our on/y rule of faith 3 if fo, pray let your Scrapufous 
Con/ciences be won to conformity by that. All men are not 
of equal capacity to apprehend things doubtful, forifthey had 
been fo, there had been no neceflity of preachers ; for the 
method of convincing men, is as plainly laid down in the 
Bible as any thing there; i. e. By plain demonflrative argu- 
ments, ineek and winning perfuafions, not the fyllogifms of 
prifons, pillories, &c. 

‘T befeech you inthe fear of God, and as you will anfwerit 
to our great Lord and Matter Jefus Chri, that without refpeet 
‘to any other end than the good of fouls, as the profeffion you 
take obliges you to, thatyou would treat Scrufulous Confciences, 
as you would be dealt with yourfelf: If they have no reafon 
for their diffent, and will, without ground, fuffer imprifon- 
ments, with al] ruinous concomitants of fo difmal a circum. 
ftance, itis certain, that Bedlam is more fit for them, than 


fuch places of confinement as are appointed for men in their. 


wits; and by confequence, it is pity to-be fo fevere with fuch 
fimpletons. But if you will allow them any modicum of reafon, 
‘then [ appe ‘al to all the guides of the church, whether Jt be not 
inore confonant to the precepts of our Sovereign Legiflator, to 
cconfute them by his rules, rather than by fuch coercive mee’ 
thods, which his incftectual in his declaration 
of indulgence March 1 2 3 

Astruth feeks no cdéhers, nor fuborners, and as rea! beauty 
will not be beholden to the artificial daubings of a pencil; fo 
the chriflian religion, where profefied in ir, naked fimplicity, 
needs nobtheriireumentes beget profelytes, than its own love ‘ly 
and illuftrious features, altogether plain, honeft, and ey ery way 
amiable, void ofall meretricious gcudery, or m: Jeltical pomp, 
which pleafes only the external jenic. 

Ihave no malignity againft any perfon whatfoever, much 
befs again{t y6ur church, or any of its members ; al] I defire is, 


that Scrupulows Confciences, who trouble net the peace of the na- | 


tion, fhould be deale withal at le aft as weak brethren, accordja 
to Rom. XIV. 1. and not ruined by penalties, for not fw allowing 
What 
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whatis impofed unbler the notion of decency and order, though 


excentric to the fcheme we have of it in our only rule of faith. 
Sir, I intreat you, to excufe this trouble from a ftranger, who 
would fain be convinced by fomething more like divinity than 


Newgate ; where any meflage from you fhall be welcome, to, 
| | Your humble Servant, 
From the prefs yard, ‘Thomas De Laune. 
Newgate. Dec. Sth, 1683. 
To this letter, delivered by my wife, I reccived an anfwer 


No this effect © That if had been imprifoned upon the 


account of anfwering your book, you would do me any kind- 
ne{s that became you.” But not Biautae from you, I fent 


the following letter by my wife. 


Reverende Vir, Januariildie nono, 1683. 
Quod femel atq; iterum confcionatus eras, typifq; mandae- 


veras, de dubitanta confcientia; quotquot diverfe fint fen- 


tentia cirea quofdam ritus ac ceremonias, ad utriufq; partis 
rationes examinandas, fatis publice vocitayerat. 

Tacentibus aliis, in ilare, tibi parcbam ; ; non litigandi 
caufa, impar enim ell congre{Tus inter te, tantum virum & 
me tantillum, fed ut hujufmodi litem. adimendi, ficuti pra 
ceperas, adhibeatur occafio, 

Si propter tale, duntaxat, obfequium me poenas daturum, 
nefcio quet, quibulve modis deevetum fucrit; nunquid nova 
vincendi ratioin facris paginis inaudita, quoidam an- 


tefignanos exoritur ? 


Quid de his rebus fentiendum eff alsin, ex facro codice 
ac probatis Scriptoribus difquirere propofui, te cunctos vacil- 
lantes tam acriter invitante, ex illo. lumine femitarum, ex 
illa lucerna. Pial. cxix. 105. Rationis aliquot hauferam 
adverfus , Varios ac qu in ecclefiam 
repferunt. | 

Ka folade caufa ufg; ad carcerem, ubi nihil amabile eft, 

Utrum iftiufmod argumenta valuerint ad veltra concionis 
probandas fub judice fupremo | 


Anve tali modo ullus ex dubitantibus i in ipvituale cogi po- 
tuerit ovile, judex ello, 
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Nihil adverfus Regiam Majettatem, nihil de regimine Ci- 
vili, nihil contra monarche pacem afferitur. 

ritaum ac ceremoniarum origine, deq; rebus qux fpecie 
veritates, etiamfi parum in dubitantes fola 
differtatio eft. 

Quid de me curia decreverit, nefcio;, fiat patris 
luntas. Univerfis qui falutis humane largitorem fecundum 
verbum ejus colunt, pacem internam ac externam in hoc, 
in faturo feculo precatur 

| Thomas de Laune. 
Ut refponfum aliquod, quod theologum decet 
per dileifimam conjugem, uti promififti, remittas, 
obfecro. 
The E sli of which is thus: 
Rev. Sir, oth, 1683, 

What you once and again preached, and then printed, 
refpecting a Doub ful has loudly enough called all 
fuch as were diffatisfied about fome rites and ceremonies, to 
examine the reafons on both fides. 

Others being filent, i obeyed you in that particular, not 
merely to wrangle, for the encounter is unequal, betwixt a 
man fo eminent as you are, and fo mean a perfon as I am; 
but that an occafion may be given, in compliance with what 
you defired, to conclude controverifies of this nature, 

lf merely for fuch obedience, I mutt be punifhed, I know 


not how, nor in what manner, is this not anew way of cone. 


quering Scrupulous Con/ciences, unheard of in the holy Scrip- 
tures, ftarted by fome certain ringleaders ? 


Tj urpofed, trom holy writ and approved writers, to exa- | 


mine what we ought to judge of thefe things. From that 
| light of our paths, and from that laniborn, Pilalm exix. 105. 
] gathered fome reafons againft thoie varied and muitiplied 
errors which have crept into the church. ) 

For that only thing am I brought toa prion where there 
is nothing amiable. 

Whether arguments of that kind will prevail to prove the 
fuppofitions in your fermon, let the Supreme Judge deter- 


mines 
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Or, whether any of the doubting perfons can that way be 
compelled 3 into the {piritual theep-fold, judge you ? | 

There is nothing againit the King’s Majeity, nothing about 

the civil government, nothing againft the ‘peace of this mo- 

narchy,, there aflerted. 
The only difpute is about the original of rites and ceremo- 
nies, and fome things which under a thew of truth, though 


not righteoully, are charged on doubting perions. 


What the court will do with me, | know not; the will of 
the Supreme Father bedone. Inward and outward peace in 
this, and everlaiting peace in the world to¢ome, to all fuch 
as wortlip the Saviour of mankind metonaaag to his word, 15 
pray ed for by 

Thpmas de Laune. 

P.S. I defire you to return me fome anfwer becoming a 
divine, by my beloved-wife, as you have promised. 

To this letter you anfwered by word of mouth to my wife, 
for Imd no anfwer in writing, that <* You looked on your- 
felf unconcerned, as not being mentioned in the fheet you 
faw with the Recorder.”? 'T’o fatisfy which doubt, I fent you 
a third letter, with the firft theet'of the book I am imprifoned 
for; which was a plain demonitration, that it was an anfwer 
to your call. You! Know the letter was thus 

Sir,| | 

Whereaas in infioke to my two letters, you faid to my wile, 
Vhat my papers for which I am indiéted, no way concerned 
vou; to fatisfy you with’refpedct to that matter, I here fend 
you the fir fliect, and leave you to confider whether in pure 
generofity, you are not obliged to procure a prifoner, whofe 
obedience to you made him {o, his liberty. . 

I am, Sir, your humble | 
Jan. 14, 1683. Thomas de Laune. 


J appeal to your confcience, whether I had not fome reafon 
to expect fome. return to thefe applications ? 

But IT had none to any purpofe, and that too but i in a few 
words by my wife. I had fome thoughts that you would 
have performed the office of a divine, in viliting me in my 
place of confinement ; either to argue me out of my doubts, 
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( 129 ) 
which your promifed Scripture and Reafon, not a mittimus 
aha Newgate, could eafilydo. To the formerI can yicld— 


To the latter, it feems, I muft.—This is a fevere kind of logic, 


and will probably difpute me out of the world, as it did Mr. 
Bampfield and Mr. Ralphfon lately, who were my dear and 
excellent companions in trouble, and whofe abfence I cannot 


' bat bemoan, as having loft in them a fociety that was truly 
 ~pious, truly fweet, and truly amiable. But 1 hope the God 
_ of mercy will fupply the want, by a more immediate influence 


of comfort, than what can be obtained at fecond hand. 
On the roth of December, two bills were found againit Mr. 
Ralphfon, and me, by the Grand Jury of London, whole 


names are as follows: | 
Tho. Vernon, Richard TTows, Sparrow, 


Tho. ‘Goddard, Tho. Hodges, John Reendal, 
— Will. Gore, Jofeph Woolhead, ‘David Pool, 
Will, Wills, | ‘Jofiah Ewth, ~~ Ri. Beauchamp, 
Rand. Manning, John Paine, Rob. Minories. 
John Martin, Will, Fazakerly, | 


On the 13th day of the fame month, we were called to the 


Seffions houfe i in the Old Bailey; and then our indiétments 


were read i in Englifh, to which we pleaded Not Guilty. We 
defired copies of the faid inditments, and time to make our 
defence till next Seflions; which the court, after fome pauie, 


granted. 
The fubftance of the indi&tment againtt me was s thus, 


i Juratores pro Domino Rege fuper facrum fuum prefentant, 


quod Thomas de Laune, nuper de London. Gener. contem- 


nens, 
In Englith as to the material\part of it, thus, ** The Jurors 


for our Lord the King, upon their oath prefent, that 


Thomas de Laune, late of Lendon, Gent. not regarding. his 
due allegiance, but contriving and intending to difquict and 


difturb the peace and common tranquility of this kingdom 
of England, &c. to bring the faid Lord the King into the 
greateft hate and contempt of his fubje&ts—Machinating, 
and farther intending to move, ftir up, and procure fedition 
and rebellion, and to diiparage and fcandalize the book of 
Common — &c. did on the 30th day of November, in eA 
R 35! 
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without Bifhopfgate, in the Ward of Bithopfgate aforefaid, by 
force and arms, &c, unlawfully, feditioufly, and malicioufly, did 
write, print, and publifh, and caufed to be written, printed, 


sth of the King, at London, in the parith of St. Botolph 


and publithed, a certain falfe, feditious, and fcandalous libel, 


of, and concerning the faid Lord the King, and the book of 
Common Prayer aforefaid; intituled 4 Plea for the Non- — 
Conformifts. . In which faid libel, are contained thefe falfe, 
fictitious, and fcandalous fentences following, ‘* The Church 


of Rome and England alfo are great tranfgreffors, to prefume 


tovary from Chrift’s precepts, imaltering or adding to the form of 
words, exprefled by Chrift, in this xith of Luke, for fo they 


have: They fay, For give usourtre/paffes, aswe forgive them that 


trefpa/s againft us; whenthereare no fuch words in Chrift’s 


_ prayer, his words are, Forgive us our fins, or debts, for we alfo 


forgive every ome that is indebted to And in another part 
of the faid libel are contained thefe falfe, fictitious, feditious, 
and feandalous fentences following, <* And may not we fay, 
that in thele following particulars, we do fymbolize with idol-- 
atrous Rome herein? Firft, by enjoining and impofing this 
(Here the indictment makes an Innuendo, viz. meaning the 


_ book of Common Prayer aforefaid) as a fet form; as they do 


‘with penalties, contrary to the {cripture. | Secondly, By an 
often repetition of the fame form in the fame exercife, three 
or four times at leaft ; infomuch, that in cathedral churches,it 
is faid, or fung, ten or twelve times a day, contrary to Chrifl’s 


-exprefs words, that, When awe pray, we do not make vain repes 


titions as the heathen do; for they think they Joall be heard for 
their much fpeaking, Thirdly, by enjoining the whole congre- 

gation, men and women, to repeat the fame: after the prieft, _ 
though no fuch directions by Chrift; nay he forbids women — 


to pray, or prophefy inthe church. Fourthly, In finging 


this prayer in the cathedrals by refponfes of people, without 
the leaft warrant from Chrift for fuch fong-praying.” [Then 
the indictment ends with a fearful aggravation, that is} In 
contempt of the King, and to the evil and moft pernicious 
example of all fuch other delinquents in the like cafe, and 
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(131 ) 
al. the peace of our paid Lord the King, his crown and 
(Signed) Waghaff. 


On the 16th of January we were again called to the Sef- 


| fions-houfe, but there being fome trials that proved Nery te- 
dious, we were not brought in. 

The next day we were called to, the outer-bar, after the 
attendance of divers hours, 1 in a place not very lovely, and in 
‘the fharpeft winter that you have known, which it is likely 
proved the original of that indifpofition, which carried my 
two friends beyond the jurifdiction of feffions, baleetenees of 
prefs- yards, toa glorious manfion of reft, 

Then a jury was fworn to pafs upon as, whofe names were, 


James Wood, Kenelme Smith, Tho. Medcalf, 
Janes Smith, Matthew Walker, Laurence Weld, 
Bernard Mynn, John Harbing, John Callow, 
Tho. Jenny, Samuel Seale, Rich. Johnfons 


I defired my indi&tment might be read in Latin, which was 


done: then the gentlemen of the law aggravated things with - 


their ufual rhetoric. One of them, I think the Attorney-ge- 
neral, was pleafed to fay, That the prifoner that ftood there 
before (for Mr. Ralphfon was tried before me) did labour to 

undermine the ftate; and that man, meaning me, would un- 
dermine the church:. fo that to incenfe the Jury againftus, 
he faid, bere’s church and flate firuck at: which, Sir, was very 
unlikely to be true ; for it is wonderful, that any church and 
ftate fo potent as this, fhould fear two fuch underminers, as 
-that extravagant harangue termed us: for my part I cannot 


be juftly charged with any attempt againft either, unlefs my 
obedience to you be fo; and then, if I be guilty, you that 


tempted me to it can never prove yourfelf innocent. 
Being defired to fpeak what I had to fay for myfelf, I 


fpoke the following words ; which one that knew me took — 


in fhort hand, though without my knowledge, 

| My Lord, \ 

Lat fefions I pleaded not guilty, that is, not guilty, mode 
és forma for | defigned not wi & armis, to raife rebellion, 


fedition, &c. I deteft fuch things: he that {wears in that re- 
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{pet againfi me, mut be perjured,—-The inftances in the ine 


aidciment relaic to no fuch My Lora, I pray you to . 


trouble no witnefles about me, I will not prevaricate. I have 
written fome papers, mntituled, 4 Pha for the Noncon ormifis ; 
not milligated by the feioned formalities in the indictment 5 
but it was at the loud’challenge of Dr. Calamy, one of the 


King’s choplains, in his difjcourte about Scrupulous Confciences, 
| to your Lo rdthip wherein he called upon doubt- 

ing perions to examine what could be faid on both fides, © 
‘which I did: now unce public challenges are made to be an- 


fwered, to | nith me for obeying a puidk of the church, is 

hard, very hard. | 
Adefire that the entire paragraphs may be read, from which 

the crimes charged avainft me are inferred. If fragments 


ouly be produced a oninn me, from which no perfect fenfe can. 
be deduced, J} thall be unfairly dealt with, 'The coherence 


of fenfe ina continued difcourfe, not feraps and broken pieces 
offentences, can demontftrate the fcope of an argument. 

lf what I have faid be true, it is no crime; unlefs truth be 
made a crime: If falfe, Ict Dr. Calamy, or any of the 
guides of your church, confute me, (as he promifed, p..25, of 
his Sermon aforefaid) by good Scripture and good reafon, 


then I'll jubimit. If the latter method be not taken, I mutt 


repeatit, "tis very hard, my Lord, ’tis very hard. 


Hore the chief jultice interrupted me, addrefling himfelf to 
phe jury, and'expouuded that part of the indiétment which 


excepted apainit; faying, ‘* 1twas only for|form fake’; and 
that any breach of the peace in the fenfe of the law may be {aid 
to be © armis, by force and arms ; with fome e: :preflions 


to that purpole.—To the latter, which I acknowledged,’ he 


fail, afier a torrent of aggravations, Gentlemen, if you be- 
lieve that man, (pointing to me) viz. in what] had confefled 


In writing the mife’s Plea; you mutt find him guilty 


ofthe whole indiément ; which they according! ly did. 

The next day, the 8th, I received my fete the very 
fame with Mr. Ralph fon ; ; as itis recorded. 

A” venera). quaterial. fefion. pacis bam. Regis tent. 


pro civitat. apud, Hall in le 


Old 
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‘Old Bailey, London. dic Mercuri feil. Decimo fexto die Ja- 
nuarii, Anno R, Regis Caroli fecundi nunc Anglia, &c. 35+ 

Bai Thomas De Laune conviét. pro illicite feribend. impri- 
miend. & publicand, libel. fedit, der. concern. librum com- 
munis prec: ationis, fin, 100 mare, & committit. &c, Et ulterius 
quou (qs ; inven, bon, de fe bene gerend. per fpatium umius anni 
Integri ex prox. fequen. Kt quod libel. feditiof. cam igne 
combat, fint apud Excambium Regal. in London. Rt fi de. 
6s. 

Wagttaff.” 
DeLaone fined 100 marks, and to be kept pri 


foner, &e. [which &c. they interpret till he pay his fine] andto - 


find good fecurity for his good behaviour for one whole year 
afterwards; and that the {aid books and feditioes fibels by 
him publithed, thail be burnt with fire * before the Royal 
in London, and if he be difcharged to pay ffix thil- 
ings. 
| 

The Recorder then atked me fome queftions, amongh which 
Was this, Whether I was in orders toid him, Iwas never 
in any ecelefiaitical order, nor ever preached among any people ; 
that l was bred a icholar, and had beena fchoolmatler, and 


kept a grammar-{chool, tll forced from it by the prefent-” 


profecutions, &c. 
The Court told both Mr. Ralphfon and me, “ Thatin 


refpect to our educations «as {cholars, we fhould not*be pil. 


loried, though i it was faid we dcferved it.”’ 
We were fent back toa place of confinement, and the next 


execution day our books were burnt, as the fentence ordcred 


It, wu ith fire, in that place aforefaid, and we continue here 
but fince I writ this, Mr. Ralphfou had a taperfedar by 


death, fo a better place. 
‘Thus, Sir, you have a feries of my cireumftances; I wi 


make no complaints of the ufage ] had, when forced, as afore=_ 


faid, to lodge amongft a rabble ct wretches, whofe fociety 


feemed to mae to be an hell “pon earth, as before obterved 3 nor 
of 


* Not water you mult notes + To the Langman for the 
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( 134 ) 
of my other hardfhips, as confinement, lofs of health, &e, but 


$f you have any fenie of humanity in you, you would recolleé 


yourfelf, and procure me my freedom (I being not able to pay 
my fine) loit by obedience to your public ine Sir, I muft- 
tell you plainly, that you difcoveredin your ‘very dedication 


to Sir George Jefferies, now chief jultice, a kind of doubt, to 


fay no more, refpeéting your caufe. 


You fay there, * ** How many it + will anger and difpleafe, 
Tami not atall concerned: and thoughI may be thought by 


fome, ill-adviied, in publifhing {uch a fermon; yet every 


one } will commend aud juflify my difcretion, in prefixing 
your name before it: for fo great awe have the enemies § of our 
church and government, of your loyalty and fidelity to both, 

that they will not dare loudly to condema what you are 
pleafed to protect; they will be juflly afraid of quarrelling with 


~ me, when they know | have engaged you on my fide.” 


From thefe expreflions, I mutt conclude, if you are in earn- 
eft, that you care not how much you offend your weak brorher. 
The apoftle Paul was of another mind, Rom. xv. 1,2. We then 
ght are fireng, ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not 
to please ourselves; let ewery one of us please his weigh bour for 
fication, Pray confider this, and what follows i in the fame chap- 
ter; and 1 Cor. But when ye fin fo againft the bres 
thren, and wound their con/ciences, ye fin againfi Chriff, 
v.13. Wherefore if meat make my brother to cfend, 1 will eat 
ne fife the world fandeth, lift make my brother to offend. 
And in 1 ‘ihefl, v.14. the fame evangelical dodior exhorts 
you, to comfort the feeble minded, Support the weak, and to be 
patient toward all men, And Gal. vi, 4, To refore the faulty 
the init of 

fuperlative! what a true chriftia compliance is 
heic! worth the imitation of the guides of your church! 

his apoille would rather make a perpetual faft from fleth, 
than offend his weak brother; and I am apt to think, no 
flourifhes of pulpit rhetoric ever dropped from him, to grieve 
his weak brethren, and that he never fhroudad his writings or — 
_-preachings, 


Epitt. Ded. ps + Vour Sermon. f your mind. 
Meaning Proteftant Diflenters, 
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prenchiangs, under the terrible patronage of fach men, as you 
reprefent Sir George Jefferies to be: 1 have a kind of fancy, 
that your faid patron, now Lord chief juttice, as he isa gen 
tleman in eminent place, and ofa piercing judgment, ftrong 
memory, and of fluent oratory, could not but look through 
the fuperficial addreffes of that dedication. _ 

In the fecond place, a man fo dignified as he is, mult cer- 
tainly take it as an affront to his title of Lord chief Juftice, that 
you fhould fay, that men will be ju//y afraid of quarreling with 
you, when they know you have engaged him on your fide. That 
fame word afraid, denotes athampion: like courage in you, 
that no body thould dare to come near you; and withal, are- 
flection on the juftice of your patron, that he will take your, 
part right or wrong. As to the word, quarreling, | know no 


body that has aflaulted youin any more perilous attack, than — 


‘in examining the merits of the caufe, as you preached, and by 
the fame from the pret, | invited men to 
do. | 

No force and arms were ufed neuioh you by me, but pen, 
ink, and a few papers : the indi&ment makes Mis a very fore 
midable kind of artillery. | 

But, to bring the matter a little clofer, I mut defire you 
will pleat to tale notice of this heinous charge given in ae 
gain me, and how made good in the inditajent, and how | 
feverely handled both by the juries and court thereapon. 

The charge, as you have heard, is‘* For intending to dif.” 
turb the public peace; to bring the King into the greateft ” 


hate and contempt of his fubjects; to ftir up and procure fe- . 


dition and rebellion [an high and heinous charge indeed !] 
But baw is this made good? By my difparaging the book of 


Common Prayer. But how doth thatappear PBy force and arms, 
unlawfully, feditioufly, and malicioufly, to write, print 
and publifh, a feditious and fcandalous libel concerning our 
~ Lord the King and the book of Common Prayer, intituled, 


4 Plea for the Non-conformifis, But wherein doth it Appear by 
any thing which is written in that book, that this heinous charge 
is made good? By the pregnant inflances produced out of the 
book, | in the 


‘To 


3 
if 
ie 
4} 
| 
5 
| 


C136) 

-'Towhich therefore, fince we fappofe they are the moft 
heinous and, dangerous paflages to be found therein, and mot 
proper and figmificant to make good the charge ; ; I thall, for 
your Fafdedation | and that you may be the better judge how 
the charge is proved again me, give you the entire pata- 
graph out of which the inftances were picked, which I mut 
beg the juttice of youtoread; and which I could not, with 
all my intreaties, obtain of the court, though fo neceflary, as 
you will find, to come to the rient fenfe : and for greater il- 
luflration I thal! diftinguith the inftances of the indi@ment in 
a different character, Know therefore, that have in the Pha 
Sor the Non- Conformifts, from p. 24, at your defire, been giving 
an account whatthe Non-conformiils anf{wer to that great 
objection, That all things they {cruple in the rites and cere- 
monies of the church, are not popith novelties, but of primi- 
tive antiquity, as you fay ;and } having dittinctly gone through 
mofofthem, giving their reafons, why they are not of pri- 
mitive antiquity, but of popith novelty, and | contained in the | 
mafs book. ‘Thisobjection cam: to be ttarted, p. 49. 

Obje&. “* But what do you fay to the’ Lord’s prayer ? 
Mutt we forbear that too, becaufe we find it in the Mafs- 
book, though fo publicly enjoined by Chrit as a ftinted 
form, Luke xi. 2. when we pray, id Says Our 


Father, &c.’’ 


Aniwer. To which the Non- conformifts hy, we That it 
is a great miftake, to fuppofe that Chrift hereby i in this Scrip- 
ture, has appointed this to be a fet form, to be praved by all, 
in thefe prefcript words, when we pray unto God; for then 
it would be unlawful to ufe any other words, than thefe 
herein exprefled, in our prayers; and. that the difciples and 
apoftles finned in ufing other words, in thofe: their prayers 
we read of in Scripture, and fo does the church of England, 
in forming fo many colleé&ts and prayers. 

Secondly, The church of Rome and E are great 
tranfgreffors, to prefume to vary from Chrift’s precepts, in 
altering or adding to the form of words expreffed by Chrift, 
in this xith of Luke, for fo they have done; they fay, For- 
give us our ty as we them that trefpafs again? 

when 
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when there are no fuch words in Chrift’s prayer; his iene: 
are, F orgive us our fins, or debts, 3purpara, for we alfo, forgive — 
every ore that is indebted \tous. Which, fays the indiétment, 
are falfe, fititious, and fcandalous Jentences; but it thews 

And alfo thedoxology, which is not in this prayer in Luke 
xi. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. But you will fay as tothe doxology, 
it is exprefled by Chrift, at the end of the fame prayer, in his 
-fermon on the mount, Matt. vi. It is very true, it is fo; 
where he delivers this prayer not as a fet form, but a pattern 


of prayer: After this manner pray ye; etwas, to this purpofe; 
_ and which is an explication of what he fays, Luke xi, 2. 


When ye pray, fay, Our Father, &c. i. ¢. after this manner ; 
and which can only be vt to the church of England, 
or any other, to make fugh alterations; Chrift no more in- 
tending to tie the difciple, who defired to be initructed how. 
to pray, to this form of words, nor any other difciple, than he 
did the twelve difciples, when he fent them out to preach with 
this word ofcommand, Matt. x. 7. Preach, /aying, The kingdom 
of Heaven is at band ; that they fhould thereby be tied to thofe 
very words i in their preachjng, and preach nothing elfe; but 
as this was given as a text, or theme, to preach by, fo the » 
other to pray by: The difgiple, who propofes the queltion, | 
ver. 1. defires, they may be taught to pray as John taught his 
difciples 5 but fuch a fet form of prayer, we find not, that 
John in his teachings, gave to his difciples; neither do we 
find, that any of Chrift’s difciples, or apoftles, did pray this 
very prayér; to which our sina do agree. 
“« Grotius faith, * That Chrift herein teacheth us a compen- 

dium of thofe things we are to pray for: Atthat time 
they were not bound to the ufe of fo many words and fyl- 
lables: As alfo Tertullian, Cyprian, Mufculus, Cornelius 
A-Lapide, and Auttin himfelf upon the place, who faith, 
liberum eff, it is free for us to atk the fame thing in the Lord’s — 
prayer. alii, atg; aliis wer bis, fometimes one way, and fome- 


times another. 


Does 


Anno, Luke xi, Ze 


| 
i 
i 
| 
i 
) 

| 
$ 

\ 
\ 
| 
| 


( 138° ) | 
Does not Paul tell us exprefly, He not what te pray 
for but as the fpirit gave him utterance?. Rom. vili. 26. But he 
did know what to pray for, af this + wae to be his preicript 
‘form. 

‘Tertullian faith, They pray’d fino inonitore, without a 
monitor, or common-prayer boook. And Socrates tells us, 
That among all'the chriitians of that age, {carce two were 
to be found, that ufed the fame words in prayer. Chry- 
foftom, faith, + With other gifts, they had the gift of prayer, 
which was alfo call’ d the {pirit ; but he who had the gift, did 
pray for the whole multitude, for what was expedient unto 


| the church, and alfo did inftructeothers O pray. 


«© And though we find neither Chrift, nor his apoftles, im- 
- pofed this, or any other form of prayer to be ufed by us (but 
that we pray in the fpirit, and praife in the fpirit; and 
that God being a fpirit, feeketh and accepteth fuch wor- 
fhippers) yet we find the Popes, and their jepqneiis, —s 
this, and other liturgical forms. 

<< The council of Toledo, A. D. 61 Ideckted in the oth 
canon, That every day both in public ahd private worfhip, 
none of the clergy omit the Lord’s prayer under pain of de- 
pofition ; fince (fay they) Chrift hath prefcribed this, faying, 


"When ye pray, Jay, Our Father, &c. And how formally, and 


carnally, has the Parer Nofer been wa (1 al pee by the fu- 
perititious Papilts ever fince. 

«« And may wenot enquire, whether in the following par- 
ticulars we do not fymbolize with the Romith worfhip herein. 
Which the indi&tment injurioufly words thus: | 

“© And may we not say in thefe following particulars | for 
may we not enguire, cubether in the qllowing particulars | 
ave do fymbolize with idolatrous Rome herein : For, We do not 
fymbolize with the Romifh herein [meaning, faith the indiéte 
ment with an inucndo, the Laok' of Co grayer 5 whereas 
it only relates to the Lord’s Praver.] 

«« Firft, By enjoining and impofing t is as a fet-form,with- 
out the fanétion of any facred text to' warrant it. [Which 
the ent words, contr tothe Scripture.) 


| 
+ Homil. 14. oa Rom. viiie 
| 
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Secondly, 
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ce Secondly, By an often repetition of the fame form in the 1 
fame exercife, three or four times at Jeaft, infomuch that in _ 
cathedral fervices it is faid, or fung, ten or twelve times a day, | Lf 
contrary to Chrift’s exprefs words, that when ave pray, we - i 4 
foould not make vain repetitions, as the heathens do, for they | 143 # 

think they feall be heard for their much peaking, Matt. vi. 
‘© Thirdly, By enjoining the whole congregation, both 
men and women, to repeat the fame after the prieft, though _ 
no fuch direétion by Chrif ; nay, he forbids women to pray, a 
or prophefy in the church, 1 Cor. xiv. 34, &c. a 
“© Fourthly, In finging this prayer in cathedrals by re{ponfes i: 


of prieft and people, with mufic, without the leaft divine 
authority for fuch fong-praying.” 
Which the indictment faith, are fa@itious, feditious and 
dalous fentences, but fhews not wherein. Thus have you the | 
whole paragraph, and what is pike out of it, to make _ 
good the charge. | H 
By which you will eafily 
Firft, Whether I have done otherwife therein than given 
you at yourcall, atrue and modeft account of the Non-con- we 
formitts arguments, why the Lord’s Prayer is not a ftinted fet he 
form of Prayer as fuppofed, but a pattern to pray by, which is Hd 
done by feveral arguments : 4] 
1ft. From the practice of both churches, Rome and England, | 
who have both altered and added to it, which they ought not. 
tohavedone; no, not fo pee as one fyllable, if fo i | 
by. Chrift. 
2dly. From the pradtice oF the antients, and opinions of | 
many learned commentators upon the place. : | 
3dly. Becaufe neither Chrift, nor his apoftles, have fo ene | 
joined, and practifed it asaftinted form. t 
4thly. Becaufe the church of Rome, without fcripture aue { 
thority, has fo impofed and practifed it; and therefore are : | 
thefe queries, Whether for us fo to impofe it with penalties, 
and to make often repetitions of it, with refponfes of prieft | : 
and people, and to fing it with mufic, is not without Scrip- | 
cure warren. and a symbolizing with Rome therein? And 
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where is rebellion, breaking the peace by 
force and arms, in all this? ) 
Secondly, Whether the picking out part, and leaving out 
the greateft part, changing of words, and i inverting of fenfe, 
| are not moft injurious dealings! what is it not, which 
: may not be made of any man’s fayings and writings, if fuch 
| a liberty may betaken? For may it not with fuch a latitude 
be proved by Scripture, that there is no ‘God ; or any fuch 
blafphemy or immorality ? | 
Thirdly, Whether the grand jury, in  honefty and good 
‘confcience, could find this bill upon their oaths, and the 
petty jury caitme upon it, and the court pafs fentence upon 
me thereupon, without admitting the whole paragraph to be: 
read and confidered, as was fo earneflly defired by me? 
| Fourthly, If this writing of mine was only occafioned and | 
| | drawn forth at your call, as your book evinces, and as de- 
clared to the court; then doth not that heinous charge, of a 
malicious and feditions contriving, intending, and machinat- 
j ing fedition and rebellion, and violating public peace, fall to 
te the ground ? f 
_. Fifthly, If this part of the Non-conformifts Plea be true, 
ial where is the crime? Muft I be made guilty and punifhed 
A: “for fpeaking the truth? And if you were fo fatished, why 
i did you not interpofe, to prevent a precipitate fentence and 
verdict, and pfeferve an innocent perfon? If it appeared 
otherwife to you, why did you not by word and writing en- 


ba ‘deavour my conviction, and fhew me my error and mifake 
before the feffions, that -I might publicly have owned, and 
| taken the fhame, as my three letters with fo much impor-. 


, tunity preffed upon you? And that I was neither obftinate 
nor incorrigible, you have again and again under my hand; 

i _ and what an open ear I had to receive conviction from baton 

and Scripture, the medicines you propofed to treata Scrupucus 

i Con/cience with, and thereby have acquitted yourfelf from being 

. a decoy, to inveigle into the fnare,) and then leave them ; 

but wholly to reje&t both, and filently fuffer'me to be crufhed, 


f is worfe paling and lefs charity, than the guides of the 
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+ 
church put forth in Q . Mary’s days ; who failed not of — 
prifon-vifits, and endeavours to convince the heretics, as 
‘they called them, before they were delivered to the fecular’ 
power for deftrution, 

Sixthly, Whether from this liberty, that i is taken in init 
ments, as in chancery bills, to fay the wort of things which 
may be faid againtt any, and aflign the matter of fact to prove 
it foreign thereto; yet that the jurors finding the matter of — 
muit render a man guilty of the whole indiétment, both 
_matter and form, feemsvery hard; and no other than turning 
judgment into wormwood and hemlock, anid bringing a legal 
proceeding into great contempt?* For inftance, if a man is 
charged in an indittment, that, contrary to his allegiance, - 
and not having the fear of God before his eyes, but being 
moved by the inftigation of the devil, did, fuch a day, in 
fuch a place, bring the King into the greateft. hate and con- 
tempt among his fubjects, and did malicioufly, and fedi- 
tioully, againtt the public peace, by force and arms, read a 
| chapter i in the Bible in Englihh, before feveral people, (which 
was crime enough heretofore, however it 1s now) that the 


proving and confefling the matter of fact, or any of the like | 


nature, as foreign from the crimes urged, muft, according to 
our court proceedings, bring him in guilty of the whole in- 
_ di&tment, in order to be fentenced accordingly. 

But ought not ajury, before they bring in their verdict,” 
upon oath, as they would acquit themfelves of the horrid fin 
of perjury, to examine, and have fufficient proof to make 
good thofe luxurious cut-throat forms? And whether fuch 
' matter of fact, either by the righteous law of God or man, 
can render a man culpable of fo heinous a charge, of malice, 
fedition, rebellion, bringing the King into hatred and con- 
tem pt, breaking the public peace by force and arms, before 
they make him guilty thereof, and caufe hi ito be ponitens 
for the fame? | 


T has, Sir, you have 4 naked account oO my cafe, and 


a See an excellent remark on this fubject, in Burn’s Je icy Vol. 2+ Cdite 
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if you, or any other of the church guides, pleafe to exa.. 
mine the refpective circumftances of it, or apply that fove. 


eign medicine of good Scripture and good reafon to convince — 
me, you or they will fatisfy the world, that ye are honeft — 


guides of the church, and reduce many to your communion, 
as well as 


Your humble fervant, 


Thomas de Laune: 
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| AND THE. 
‘ REFUTATION OF IT AT LLANDDEWI BREVI 


ST. DAVID. 
IN TWO PARTS. 


| ActTn av sin ovTe 
One maga | 
Paro Menons | 
Sub. fin. 


Prisca fides facto, sed Fama perennis, 


Vina. 
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